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The local LGBT news and information source for northern Nevada and the eastern Sierra

Reno scores perfect 100 again on HRC Municipal Equality Index

The sounds of UnSilent Night coming to Reno December 15

In its 30 years, AIDS  Benefit has raised $1+ million

Twenty Seven Years
Two Months

Starting in October 1993 as 
the SierraVoice, this newspa-
per reached another milestone 
beginning its 27th year as the 
news and information source 
for the northern Nevada and 
eastern Sierra LGBTQ com-
munity in October 2019.  It has 
been a one man operation with 
occasional help from friends.

I do wish to retire but said I 
would continue the paper til its 
30 anniversary (at least). Shall 
see how that goes.

Thanks to everyone for 
your support for this publica-
tion all these years

The Biggest Little City in 
the World achieved a perfect 
score of 100 in the 2019 Hu-
man Rights Campaign’s Mu-
nicipality Equality Index for 
2019, The City of Reno an-
nounced in a press release. 
This marks the second tear in 
a row that Reno has made the 
index.

Only Reno scored 100  with 
Sparks 44; Elko and Carson 
at 50 in northern Nevada. Las 
Vegas, Paradise and Enter-
prise in southern Nevada also 
scored 100.

Reno’s score was based on 
96 of 100 standard points plus 
16 of 22 bonus points. A score 
can not exceed 100.

Reno scored 28 of 30 
points for Non-discrimination 

For the 30th time, the annual AIDS Ben-
efit Gala was held to raised much needed 
funding for the Residence Program of 
Northern Nevada H.O.P.E.S. on Saturday, 
November 30 at the Nugget Hotel Casino’s 
Cascade Room in Sparks.

“The show tonight is going to be a little 
show,” Emperor XI, X, XVII and XXXVII 
Larry Mastropierro told the 80 people who 
gathered for the annual event. 

The evening raised a reported $5,000 
for the Residence Program through the 
Benefit, its raffle and silent auction, the 
selling of ribbons at the bars and a portion 
of the door at the FacesNV Red Dress After 
Party.  

The Residence Program has long been 
supported by the community as it is de-
pendent upon donations and events held 
for the organization to raise funds to assis-
tance those with an AIDS Diagnosis in their 
homes.

“Without your support and being here,” 
Scott Brenneke, Chairman of the Resi-

dence Program Committee at H.O.P.E.S. 
told the audience, “we would not be able to 
do what we do.  In the 30 years of this event 
it has raised, one dollar at a time, over one 
million dollars for the program  Thank you 
all for your support!”

The annual AIDS Benefit is on of the 
last major fund raisers held in the Reno 
LGBTQ community specifically for the pro-
gram. Christmas time used to see a flurry 
of fund raisers over about a five week pe-
riod. In 1996, the community raised over 
$27,000 (one dollar at a time) for the Resi-
dence Program.

“Back in those days, the Residence Pro-
gram was always in despite need for fund-
ing and the community supported it,” an 
attendee to the November 30 benefit said.  
“Shows would start at 8 and run way into 
the wee hours of the next day. There would 
be 40-50 entertainers,”

The times have changed, just as the 
community has changed, but one thing that 
has not changed is that HIV/AIDS still ex-

ists.
Empress V, X, 

XV and XXXVII 
Jack served as 
Mistress of cer-
emonies with her 
husband Larry 
M a s t r o p i e r r o . 
Larry chaired the 
Nevada AIDS 
Foundation at the 
time and needed 
to raised fund-
ing for a project. 
Jackie and her 
Emeprir Ray Al-
len agreed anmd 
the AIDS Benefit 
was started.

“I will always 
do this as long as 
there is a need,” 
Jack-E would 
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SDC Vice-President Opal 
performs at the AIDS 

Benefit

In 2018, The Human Right Campaign announced i  2018 Municipal Equality Cities  Index in Reno as the Biggest 
Little City made the index for the first time, in Believe (City) Plaza

LGBT Acceptance
Happy Anniversary

Two Reno residents Dean 
and Jerry, who are married, 
love to travel. This year for 
their anniversary they went 
crusin’. And on their anni-
versary, a surprise from their 
Room Steward, a message 
scrawled on their mirror.

The two traveled on Prin-
cess Cruises from San Fran-
cisco to Hawaii and back on a 
15 day cruise.

“A dreamy fruitcake of 
parts tranquil even through 
anarchy” is how the Los Ange-
les Times described UnSilent 
Night scheduled for the Big-
gest Little City on Sunday eve-
ning December 15. The event 
is set for 5:30 pm, lasting 

about 45 minutes, with those 
participating gathering near 
the Glenn Little Amphitheater 
in Wingfield Park.

Michael Tedesco came up 
with the idea to bring the elec-
tric caroling event to Reno.

“We have a route planned 

and mapped 
out.” Tedesco 
told therenogay-
page. “This 
should be alot of 
fun. The music is 
mesmerizing!”

Started in 
1992 in New York 
City, composer 
Phil Kline created 
four tracks of mu-
sic to be played 
together for a 
different type of 
Christmas carol-
ing event.

The event has been de-
scribed as  chiming and chants 
bouncing off walls, windows 
and buildings creating a warm 
musical fellowship.

How does one participate?
Each person attending is 

asked to bring a sound pro-

ducing device, be it a cassette 
player, cd player, smartphone 
with bluetooth speaker, mp3 
player or create your own 
sound device using a laptop, 
speakers, megaphone or... 
the possibilities are endless 
as long as sound can be pro-
duced from a fle, cd, tape etc.

On the count of three, all 
play buttons are pushed to 
create a unique sound as the 
four tracks of UnSilent Night 
began to play. Participants are 
asked to come prepared with 
the file, cd, mp3 copy of one 
of the tracks to the event. The 
tracks are downloadable.

Tedesco has mapped out 
the 45 minute walk through the 
streets of downtown Reno.

Tedesco will also host the 
same event in Carson City on 
December 22 meeting at  the 
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10th Christmas
Concert for Chorus

The Nevada Gay Men;s 
Chorus will host its 10 annual 
Christmas concert on Friday, 
December 13 at 7 pm at Trin-
ity Episcopal Church in down-
town Reno.

A Decade of Decembers is 
the theme of this anniversary 
Christmas season celebra-
tion that started December 10, 
2010. The concert will feature 
songs from past Christmas’  
concerts like The Frist Noel, 
O Come  All Ye Faithful, Ding! 
Dong! Merrily on High and 
more.

Tickets are $20; $15 for se-
niors/students.

OC hosts annual Coming Out panel
     The community gathered to hear stories about Coming 

Out on National Coming Out Day, October 11 at Our Center. 
Annually the Center host the panel featuring different members 
of the community telling their stories. Diversity and Inclusion Of-
ficer Yevonne Allen, from Truckee Meadows Community College 
(TMCC) served as the moderator.

HIV/AIDS and PrEP discussion held
     HIV/AIDS and PrEP were the topic of discussion at a panel 

of those working in the field at OUR Center. The panel consist-
ed of representatives from Washoe County Health District, the 
University of Nevada Medical School, VA Sierra Nevada Health 
System and Northern Nevada H.O.P.E.S.

The panel discussed HIV/AIDS, prevention, medications and 
practices.  



says. before turing the event 
over in 2014 to the Silver Dol-
lar Court Board of Directors to 
do annually, as long as there 
was a need., The Silver Dollar 
Court (SDC), Nevada’s old-
est LGBTQ social and philan-
thropic organization. 

The night honored the 30 
years of dedication to raising 
funds for those in the com-
munity affected by AIDS. The 
Residence Committee hon-
ored the couple with a dinner 

We have started 
Planning

NNP 2020

Parade down Virginia Street
Festival in Wingfield Park

July 25 

Brewery Arts Center at 5:30 
and wondering the streets of 
Carson.

For more information 
visit the Facebook page of 
either event: (for Carson 
City)  www.facebook.com/
events/371601463758204/  )
(for Reno)  www.facebook.
com/Unsilent-Night-Reno-
NV-2019-110617483663479/

laws. But all the points were 
earned because state law pro-
vides for non-discrimination 
not city codes or ordinances. 

at Bricks restaurant in Reno,
Serving a chairman for the 

AIDS Benefit this year was the 
SDC’s Vice-president Zack 
Hames (aka Opal) and Board 
Presient Matt Malloy.  Opal or-
ganized the raffle, the selling 
of AIDS Ribbons at the bars 
and  hosted the after party at 
Faces NV for the Red Dress 
Party.

Providing entertainment 

@RenoGayPage

Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a community service 
by Peavine Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are published on 
an irregular basis depending on the 
activity in the LGBTIQA community 
and the need to disseminate infor-
mation. Stories of crucial interest are 
released as need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook and twitter.  
Therenogaypage can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.

UnSilent

AIDS Benefit
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As a municipal employer, 
Reno scored  28 out of 28 
points all based on city code 
or ordinances. For Municipal 
Services the score was 10 out 
of 12.  In three areas points 
were earned are services pro-
vided by third parties not the 
city. Reno provides recreation 
services to all residents re-
gardless of sex, religion, sex-
ual orientation or identity. Law 
Enforcement in Reno scored 
a perfect 22 of 22. On Lead-
ership on LGBTQ Issues and 
Equality the score was 8 of 8.

“Our City Council will con-
tinue to protect and promote 
the personal dignity of all 

Reno residents, businesses 
and visitors by eliminating 
discriminatory barriers in the 
community that might prevent 
individuals from reaching their 
full potential,” Reno Mayor 
Hillary Schieve said in a City of 
Reno Press release. “We look 
forward to making additional 
strides regarding social jus-
tice, diversity and inclusion, 
equal opportunity and human 
dignity among all residents of 
the City of Reno.”

Carson and Elko scored 
identically with 48 of 100 
standard points and 2 bonus 
points. Sparks score 42 of 100 
standard points and 2 bonus 

points.
“Cities like Reno know that 

enacting protections for LG-
BTQ people is the right thing 
to do,” Reno City Manager 
Sabra Newby said in the city’s 
press release. “Inclusive cities 
send a clear message that all 
visitors, residents and work-
ers are welcome and valued, 
attracting the country’s best 
and brightest people and 
businesses.”

for the evening were the Em-
press Jack-E, Empress Crys-
tal Towers-Jar, Empress Helen 
TwelveTrees from Las Vegas, 
Scottie, a long time mem-
ber of the community but first 
time performer, The Lady Elle, 
David Sherman from Alaska, 
Sharpey Jewel-Halston, Opal  
and Sophie. The tips to the en-
tertainers were all donated to 
the residence program.

The evening featured a si-
lent auction and raffle. Raffle 

prizes included many gift cer-
tificates from Midtown Wine 
Bar, Junkee, Virginia Street 
Brewhouse. La Cocina, Ruby 
River, Red’s 395, The Little 
Wall, Beautiful Breaded man 
Barber, Si Amigo, 5 Star Sa-
loon and others.

Crystal Towers-Jar and Jack-E

Empress Helen TweleveTrees Scottie

The Lady Elle

Sophie and the MC’s
(Sound guy in the background)

The 44th Elected Empress 
Sharpay Jewel-Halston


