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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the LGBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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LGBTQ+ Day returns to local Zoo

History made in Quincy, Pride celebrated
Sitting in the Plumas National 

Forest on the western slope of 
the northern edge of the Sierra 
Nevadas is the small town of 
Quincy, CA (population 5,000). 
On Saturday, September 21 
the  mountain town celebrated 
its very first LGBTQ+ Pride as 
an estimated 500 turned out for 
the afternoon event on Bradley 
Street, next to the historic Plu-
mas County Courthouse.

“This is absolutely amazing! 
Right here in downtown Quincy,” 
a high school student told the- 
renogaypage. “This is long over 
due!”

Plumas Pride weekend had 
the small mountain town streets 
full of rainbows, people being 
proud, being free to be who they 
are and simply celebrating com-
munity, which is what pride is 
about.

The event was organized 
by the Plumas County GSA. A 
group of LGBTQ+ adults who 
got together last November to 
offer support to those not attend-
ing Quincy High or Feather River 
College.

“We needed something for 
adult LGBTQ+ people in Plumas 
County,” Risa Joy, Project Man-
ager said in an interview with 
KQNY radio on its Here Today, 
Here Tomorrow program.

“I am so excited this is hap-
pening!,” Dillon, a high school 
student from Portola (in Plumas 
County about 45 minutes east) 
said.” Can we do this everyday?”

There was some controversy 
over the event mainly on face-
book by a lady. It created discus-
sion, sometimes positive some 
times negative. The backlash 
even had the lady change her 
name on facebook.

There was excitement in the 
small town as besides the festi-
val, they hosted a Pride Parade.

“You can’t imagine the effort 
it took to arrange for a parade,” 
Kendrah Frederickson, trea-
surer of the GSA and pastor at 
Our Savoir Lutheran Church 
said.”There are so many depart-
ments involved, The California 
Highway Patrol, the State High-
way Department, Plumas Coun-
ty Sheriff, Plumas County Public 
Works etc.”

The parade assembled in 
front of the county’s historic 
courthouse built in 1919/1921 on 
Main Street. The 10 unit parade 
moved on to Bradley Street turn-
ing west on Jackson and south 
on Court.

The Plumas County GSA 
prizing winning float lead off the 
parade that included, The Quin-
cy High School GSA, The High 
Sierra Dancing Witches, a min-
iature horse contingent, Quircus,  
Jeremy’s bus and several walk-
ing units.

“This is really cool for Quincy,”  
Bill, who wished to not give his 
last name, said. “In this bastion 
of red in northeast California, just 
look at the rainbows flying. There 
is not hate here - just love.”

The festival had booths on 
the lawn of the courthouse and 
along Bradley Street.  Festival 
goers could find out about ser-
vices offered to Plumas County 
residents dealing with LGBTQ+ 
issues from Plumas County 
Mental Health, Plumas Public 
Health, California Mental Health 

The historic Plumas County Courthouse in the heart of Quincy, CA displayed 
the “rainbow” during the first Plumas County Pride festival and parade

Northeastern California’s First Pride

It had been at least a de-
cade since the last Family (Gay) 
Night at the Zoo was hosted by 
Emperor XXXII Gene LaPorte.  
OUR Center’s OUT & About, 
activities group changed that by 

hosting Walk on the Wild Side on 
Saturday, September 14 at Si-
erra Safari Zoo.

The Zoo is the largest in the 
State of Nevada covering four 
acres and having lions, tigers, 

Spectrum to host fund raiser to Save the Bears

Drag Queen Story Hour huge library success

Drag Queen Story Hour got 
alot of attention before it was 
held on Saturday July 21 at the 
Washoe County Library, Sparks 
Branch.  As controversy raised it 
head, Library officials put plans 
into effect to keep the event what 
it was suppose be - simply to get 
children interested in reading.

First, Nevada Family Alli-
ance, a group that advocates 
for promoting their values reli-
gious and family based, spread 
information that was not fac-
tual, making hate rear its head. 
Then the Mayor of Sparks, Ron 
Smith, made statements he 
was against the event and even 
asked a county commissioner to 
put a stop to it.. 

The controversy brought out 
over 800 people mostly support-
ing the library story hour. Almost 
100 children and their parents 
were present

So many people were expect-
ed that library staff limited those 
entering the room to adults with 
children. The room held 108.

Outside the event, a group 
of five women prayed and said 
the rosary. Only about seven 
members of the Nevada Fam-
ily Alliance showed up. A couple 
entered the building but had no 
children so were not allowed in 
the community room.

There was the lone local 

Spectrum Northern Nevada, 
the 21 year-old social organiza-
tion, has announced it will host 
a Fall Festival Dance Party to 
Save the Bears - the four legged 
furry kind - at The Polo Lounge 
1559 So Virginia Street, on Sat-
urday, October 5 from 8 pm to 
11 pm.

Spectrum, The Polo Lounge, 
Soul Kiss and the Bear League 
of Lake Tahoe have teamed up 
to raise funds for the local group 
that advocates for the protection 
of the bears in the Reno/Tahoe 
region.

Soul Kiss, a popular local 
dance band  will provide the mu-

sic with the evening open to the 
public, no membership to Spec-
trum is required.

Admission to the event is $5 
at the door,  There will also be 
raffle tickets available for pur-
chase. Proceeds will benefit the 
Bear League of Lake Tahoe, a 
501(c)3 organization.

baboons, monkey, a sloth, hy-
ena and petting zoo.

More that 20 people ven-
tured to the north valleys for an 
afternoon of learning and ex-
ploring the zoo.

Tim Allison, who coordi-
nates OUT & About, also vol-
unteers at the zoo. He gave a 
guided tour, arranging for feed-
ing of the tortoise, Chevy. the 
monkeys and Nadia, Natika 
and Leo, the lions.

Allison lead his group 
around the zoo, highlighting 
the animals, including Chester 
the porcupine.

The zoo also has a baboon 
enclosure along with a petting 
zoo and camel.

“I didn’t even know that the  
zoo was here,” Mustang said. 
“This has been a great day and 

member of the Light and Salt 
Brigade, complete with ampli-
fied sound, attended the event. 
Library officials had designed a 
“free speech” area  to which he 
was ushered.

Supporters had a bullhorn 
with a siren sound on it and ev-
ery time he tired to used his am-
plified mike, the bull horn siren 
was turned on.  Supporters were 
even confrontational being in  
the Light and Salt Brigade guy’s 

see Drag Queens Read page 3 see There is Pride in Plumas page 2

The Reno Aces, the local Triple A minor 
league baseball club, held its third annual Pride 
Night on Thursday, August 15 at Greater Ne-
vada Field with alot of rainbows seen through 

out the stadium. The rainbow crowd was estimated between 350-400 
people based on rainbows and pride see  Pride Night page 3

Aspen Meadows, Miss Ginger Devine pose for pictures with children after a 
very successful Drag Queen Story Hour at the Spark Library

Pride Night 
at the Aces

Some of the Patio group at Pride 
Night
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from page 1
Movement, Project Read of the Plumas Libraries, 
Eagle Pride, Chico Stonewall and various local busi-
nesses.

Plumas County Pride 
was made possible through 
a grant from Sierra Health 
Foundation. Suicide is high 
in small towns amongst LG-
BTQ+ youth. The GSA want-
ed to show them they are 
loved and they can be who 
they are.

Plumas County Pride 
wasn’t just a small festival 
and parade but also included 

There is Pride in Plumas!
a Block Party on Friday to kick off 
the weekend. The event was held 
in Grover Alley, hosted by Drunken 
Brush and its owner Richardo Jaco-
bus, his staff and the Knook. It fea-
tured dancing and a drag show on a 
red carpet runway in the middle of 
the alley. An estimated 250 people 
turned  out ranging from children to 
seniors.

Following the block party, GSA 
Project Director Risa Joy posted 
on facebook: “I cannot fully express 
how meaningful this event is to me. 
For the first time in my life, I felt 
completely comfortable being com-
pletely loud and proud and out in 
Quincy, and I have you all to thank 
for that.”

She was not the only board 
member to express the same feel-
ing.

“I am very happy how this came 
together,” Marty Waters, a member 

of the GSA board said. “This 
is great for our community.”

That sentiment seemed to 
resonate from most people 
at the event therenogaypage 
chatted with.

“Being a member of the 
Stonewall generation, I have 
been to many pride events,” 
Paco Lachoy, editor of ther-
enogaypage said. “...but this 
event was friendly, welcom-
ing, wanted and according 
to many so long over due,. 
I haven’t met nicer people 
from all walks of life- young 
and old, just having a good 
time celebrating community. 
The Plumas County GSA 
deserves a big round of ap-
plause!”

A local eatery known for 
its sandwiches, homemade 
soup and salads, the Knook, 
sits in Grover Alley where the 
stage for the festival was, 
ran out of all bread for sand-
wiches. It closed at 3 pm and 
after closing people were still 
coming in to get something 
to eat. 

For stage entertainment, 
festival organizers put to-
gether local entertainers that 
played pop, country, blue-
grass and even debuted a 
song written for them by 
External Thoughts, called 
Plumas Pride. The enter-
tainment opened with the 
Plumas County Citizen of 
the year, KD (Ken Donnell 
of Greenville), who came 
dressed for the occasion to 
celebrate Pride.

“Are you Proud!” Don-
nell repeatedly told those 
gathered for Plumas County 
Pride along Bradley and in 
Grover Alley. “They asked 
me to come dressed like this 
- yes my version of drag.”

To help raise funds for the 
GSA, organizers created a 
t-shirt with the Plumas GSA 
logo on it and sold them and 
bandanas at the festival. 
They were made by Quincy 
T-shirt shop. T’s 2 Go. Each 
sold for $25 with the profits 
going to the GSA to fund 
activities and events. There 
was also a raffle for a wide 
variety of prizes, among 
them a pumpkin cheese 

cake, a bottle of wine, framed 
art pieces, jewelry and gift 
cards.

Saturday night concluded 
the more than 30 hours of 
celebrating Pride with a Drag 
Show at the Main Street Bar, 
for those over 21.

GSA is based in Quincy 
but has made the 45 minute 
drive east on Highway 70 
to Portola and held meet-
ings. In the coming months, 
depending on the weather 
,The Plumas County group 
plans to also hold meetings 
in Chester, on Lake Alman-
or and Greenville, 23 miles 
north on Highway 89.

Transportation is one of 
the biggest issues facing LG-
BTQ+ community members 
in Plumas County according 
to the Plumas County GSA.

“If you live in Quincy you 
can get around,” Ms. Freder-
ickson said. “Other parts of 
the county it is really hard.”

Besides Plumas County 
GSA for LGBTQ+ support 
there is a GSA at Quincy 
High School, who created a 
special t-shirt for the Pride 
event and Eagle Pride, the 
GSA at Feather River Com-
munity College.

The two have teamed to-
gether for movies like Boy 
Erased and Love, Simon. 
Both told therenogaypage 
page they would like to ex-
pand cultural things for the 
LGBTQ+ community in Plu-
mas County.

“What we do is provide 
a safe space for students 
at Feather River,” the cur-
rent president of Eagle Pride 
said. “We want them to know 
there is a place for them to 
come and talk, be with like 
mind individuals and be 
themselves.”

After taking some time 
off and getting feed back 
from the community, Plumas 
County GSA will start the 
wheels in motion for Plumas 
County Pride 2 in September 
2020.

Plumas County GSA 
meets the second and fourth 
Thursday of the month. They 
are affiliated with Plumas 
Crisis Intervention and Re-
source Center.

Booths lined the courthouse side of Bradley Street in Quincy

There were young people cel-
ebrating Quincy‘s first Pride

The Plumas County GSA float took second place in the Plumas County 
Fair Parade made a second appearance to celebrate Pride

One of Quincy High School GSA floats in the parade

Plumas County Citizen of the 
Year Ken Donnell

Fantasia entertains the crowd at 
the Grover Alley Block Party

What is Pride without a face painter

Plumas County GSA t-shirt raised funds for the group Quircus, a local eclectic circus,stilt walkers in the parade

The High Sierra Dancing Witches entertained the crowd waiting for the parade to begin
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face. At one point library se-
curity asked for assistance 
from Sparks Police, who de-

items. Friends of the Patio, 
a group of former patrons 
of the now raised LGBTQ+ 
gathering place put together 
a group of 30 people of the 
event, Nina Brown, one of its 
owners. The group plans to 
gather again at next year’s 
Pride Night.

so much fun.”
Cheryl Jones, has been 

the manager at Sierra Sa-
fari since June following the 
passing for the last founding 
member of the local zoo. 

“We have lots of things 
planned for the Zoo,” Ms. 
Jones said. “We are going 
to try and keep the zoo open 
all winter, on weekends.  We 
will be doing more education 
in schools about wildlife, ani-
mals and the earth.”

Boo! at the Zoo!  will be a 
program every weekend in 
October at Sierra Safari Zoo. 
There will be a Tiger Slide, 
a Tiger Bounce House, cow 
milking simulator, Corn Box, 
and expanded petting zoo. 
There will also be fun fair 
food available from 11 to 
4:30. Available for purchase 
will be hot dogs, hamburg-
ers, chili, nachos and french 
fries.

Carnival games will be 
available for $1 each.

Admission for adults is 
$11; children 3-12 are $13 
and includes a wrist band for 
all the activities; children un-
der 3 are $5. The Boo! at the 
Zoo! activities are Saturday 
and Sunday 10 am-5pm.

Annually the local zoo 
conducts a Feed the Animals 
food drive to help keep as 

Drag Queens Read 
termined what was happen-
ing was peaceful.

Inside the event, Miss 
Ginger Devine and Aspen 

Meadows, two local drag 
queens who have previous 
experience reading to chil-
dren sat in the front of the 
room reading and entertain-
ing.

“I really like the princess, 
Ginger,” a five year old told 
therenogaypage. “It was 
fun!”

Miss Devine and Mead-
ows said there were con-
cerns as controversy brewed 
but library staff worked hard 
making sure everything went 
according to plan.

Washoe County Libraries 
said following the event, they 
hope to do another Drag 
Queen Story Hour, possibly 
at an outdoor venue under 
the trees. There are no cur-
rent plans other that discus-
sion taking place to possibly 
host this event again.

from page 1
at the Zoo 

they say “their fury, feath-
ered and scaly friends” have 
enough food through the win-
ter. Attendance greatly drops 
at the zoo during the winter 
months due to Nevada’s un-
predictable weather. 

The zoo is open daily 10 
am to 5 pm. through the end 
of October and from 10 am 
to 3 pm November through 
March, weekends only. 

Admission to the zoo is 
Adults $11; Children 3-12 
$8; Seniors $7; Military with 
id $8: children under 3 free. 
Groups of 12 or more can 
get a discount. The Zoo has 

Pride Night is a collabora-
tion between OUR Center, 
the local LGBTQ+ Commu-
nity Center and the Reno 
Ace’s Baseball Club

“We are pleased with 
ticket sales this year,” Alex 
Strathern, Aces Group Sales 
Manager, told therenogay-
page. “We have sold 75 

Pride Night 

affordable memberships  
granting admission to the 
zoo for a year from the date 
or purchase and a 5% dis-
count in the gift shop.

The zoo was started in 
1989 by three gay men, Da-
vid Dawson, Dale McDaniel 
and Jimmy Martin. All three 
have passed. A monument 
had been placed in the big 
cat area to honor Dawson 
who passed before the oth-
ers. It had been removed 
due to safety concerns. 
Plans now call for all three to 
be honored.

Aces Pride t-shirts and 25 
Aces Pride baseball caps. 
“We expect to sell out of the 
caps quickly.” Strathern went 
on to say. “I am looking for-
ward to having Pride Night 
again next (2020) season,” 
Strathern said.

OUR Center received $5 
of each t-shirt sold.

Discounted tickets 
were available online 
through the Aces web-
site. This year there 
were three choices for 
ticket locations: Infield 
Reserved, Right Field 
Reserved and on the 
berm.

Alex Strathern, Aces 
Group Sales Manager, 
has lead the effort to be 
inclusive, and this year 
there is an initiative 

yjhe

from minor league baseball 
called on all MiLB teams to 
be inclusive and diverse .

No date has been set for 
Pride Night 2020. (Strathern 
did give a hint there could be 
fireworks.)

Tim Allison feeds bananas and apples to one of the animals

Drag Queens got those in the Sparks Library up on their feet

Supporters of Drag Queen Story Hour confront the lone member of 
the Light and Salt Brigade in the library’s free speech zone

The crowd arrived early, least 90 minutes before the library opened for Drag Queen Story Hour

Supporters with signs gathered in front of the library

The Community Room fills as Drag Queen Story Hour gets ready to 
begin as the room reaches capacity

Four women gathered outside 
the library to pray and say the 

rosary Miss Ginger Devine reading to 
the children and parents

Two leaders of the Nevada Fam-
ily Alliance 
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Mayor Pete makes whirlwind visit

It was a very busy day for 
the Mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, Pete Buttigieg 
during a campaign stop in 
Reno on September 28.

The first openly gay can-
didate for President of the 
United States started his 
Reno day off with a walk-
ing tour of downtown Reno 
where affordable motels 
used for housing have been 
raised for new develop-
ment. 

“I see the future in Ne-
vada,” Buttigieg said as he 
talked with persons dis-
placed in Reno’s growing 
housing crisis, referring to 
be a place to correct the 
problem.

His second stop was 
at the GM Parts plant in 
Sparks where workers are 

on strike over salary and 
health insurance.

More than 750 people 
packed the Sparks High 
School gym to listen to But-
tigieg talk about the issues 
important to him - housing af-
fordability, a decent income, 
reduction of poverty and 
social justice. .During his 
speech the lights went out 
following a massive power 
failure in Sparks.

Being a troop-
er and with the 
help of those 
present who 
quickly switched 
on cellphone 
flashlights, But-
tigieg continued 
speaking.

The Pete 
2020 campaign 

office opened in Reno 
with the candidate 
making a stop to speak 
to staff and volunteers. 
The campaign is ramp-
ing up in the Silver 
State as offices will also  
soon open in Carson, 
Fallon and Pahrump. 
There are offices in Las 
Vegas, Reno and Elko.

Buttigieg’s final stop 
of the day was at the 
Keep Nevada Blue 
event at the Grand 
Sierra hosted by the 

Nevada Democratic State 
Party.

Buttigieg polled recent-
ly in a CNN Poll fourth in 
Nevada with 4% of those 
surveyed supporting him. 
There were 13% undecid-
ed. He is behind Biden and 
Sanders tied at 22%; War-
ren at 18%; and Harris at 
5%. He is tied with Stayer.

Equality Day Crowd said

Run Sherrie Run and She is
Navy Veteran and activist Sherrie 

Scaffidi has formally announced she 
will be seeking Nevada Stare Assem-
bly seat 40 in the November 2020 elec-
tion. Ms. Scaffidi is 
a democrat.

Ms.Scaffidi says 
that two things im-
portant to her are 
raising the mini-
mum wage and 
health care for all.

The seat is cur-
rently held by Re-
publican Al Kramer.

Happenings

Thank You
City of Reno 

The Northern Nevada Community
and Our Sponsors

See  you

July 2020

OUR Center. the local LGBTQ+ community Center, has 
events and programs coming up. TransParenting 101, for 
parents of those who identify as transgender meets at 5:30 
pm on the first and third Thursday (October 3 and October  
17).  Queer Karaoke will be held the first Friday (October 4)  
of the month at 7 pm. The first Saturday of the month (Octo-
ber 5) at 10:30 am Aging with Pride hosts a monthly pan-
cake breakfast. On October 11, National Coming Out Day 
there will be a panel presenting their Coming Out stories at 
6 pm. Rainbow Readers, a programs for children, features 
two stories and a craft on the second and fourth Thursday 
(October 10 and October 24) at 5:15 pm. The Center will host 
a HIV/PrEP Panel on October 16 at 5:30 pm. OUT & About, 
the Center’s activities group, will host Halloween Mayhem 
meeting at Andelin Farm on the Pyramid Highway on Octo-
ber 19 at 1 pm. Admission is $15 for their pumpkin patch and 
Corn Maze.

The lights went out at Sparks High

Mayor Pete speaks to those gathered at the Sparks High gym on the issues

located at 1745 South Wells Ave. Reno
(775) 624-3720

Candidate for 
Nevada Assembly 
District 40 Sherrie 

Scaffidi


