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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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WCSD Trustees fail students again

Nevadans generally don’t 
like “outsiders” trying to influ-
ence how things are done in the 
state. But that wasn’t the case 
recently at a Washoe County 
School District Board of Trust-
ees meeting on June 4.  A group 
called Nevada Family Alliance 
(NAF) headed by Karen Eng-
land fought hard against the new 
Washoe County Sexual Health 
and Responsibility Education  
(SHARE) program to remove 
the LGBTQ+ and gender identity 
information (Lesson 1)  from the 
proposed curriculum.

NAF blasted messages on 
Facebook and other social me-
dia, including paying for mes-
sages, targeting those in the reli-
gious community to oppose these 
changes. The group packed the 
school district’s boardroom more 
than two hours before the public 
comment portion of the meet-
ing on the SHARE curriculum 
started.

Ms. England is a resident of 
Roseville, California and not a 
Nevadan. 

So much anger over the deni-
al of the lesson was created sev-
eral called for the Don’t Tread 
on Me flag to be raised as a call 
to unite against the NAF. NAF 
promotes religious freedom and 
parents rights according to their 

RTC Ride to offer “Free” rides day of local Pride

Moving tribute held for Pulse victims
The Nevada Interfaith Coali-

tion for Equality and Inclusion 
(NiCE) held its annual Pulse 
Unity Memorial honoring the 49 
lives lost in Orlando on June 12, 
2016 at The Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd in downtown  
Reno.

The Rev. Sean Savoy opened 
the service with a welcome and 
short prayer, Diana Loring, 
Stephan Page, Jeormy Manke 
and Heather Sallan, all spoke 
about unity, acceptance under-
standing and the tragic loss. 
Several members of if NiCE then 
offered prayers of hope. 

Diana Loring said we needed 
to put our differences aside and 
she was inspired by a single me-

Nevada plans
its own Equal

Rights Act

see Pulse Unity Memorial Page 2

see Free Ride Page 2

The Regional Transportation 
Commission (RTC) will become 
part of history this July 27 when it 
offers “Free Rides to Pride”.

St. Petersburg’s (FL) Penil-
las Suncoast Transit offered 
free rides to Pride this year. In 
Minneapolis/St. Paul Pride go-

Just when you thought “let’s do something dif-
ferent with the kids and have some fun”, the Ne-
vada Family Alliance (NAF) attacks an 
event sponsored by the Washoe County 
Library System called Drag Queen Sto-
ry Time set for Saturday, July 20 at the 
Sparks Library from 10:15 am to 11:15 
am.

The NAF says “public money” should 
not be used to promote the gay lifestyle in an ar-
ticle it released to members. They called on their 

membership to reach out to the library and de-
mand the event be cancelled.

“First of all, this program will not be 
canceled” Jeff Scott, Director of Washoe 
County Libraries said in a statement on 
the library’s website. “ It will be held at 
its scheduled time, Saturday, July 20th at 
10:15 AM at the Sparks Library. This pro-
gram has been advertised in our Sum-

mer Reading Brochure and our online calendar 

Reno’s Mayor Hillary Schieve, a strong supporter of the LGBTQ+ 
community, will host her third annual Mayor’s Pride Party tomorrow 
night, June 22 at FacesNV, 239 West Second Street in Downtown 
Reno at 9 pm.

This marks the third time the Mayor has hosted her Pride Party 
celebrating Pride Month and the city’s diversity.  The event highlight 
is the awarding of the Rainbow R Awards by the Mayor to members 
of the LGBTQ+ community who have made contributions in advanc-
ing acceptance and making Reno more inclusive.

In the past the event has been 
a fund raiser, but this year every-
one is invited with a simple $5  
cover at the door.

“The Mayor wants everyone to 
be able to attend,” Sean Savoy, 
president of the Nevada leader-
ship Alliance told therenogaypage. 
“It’s always a fun great event!”

This year there will be a Mayor 
look-alike contest along with en-
tertainment provided by local drag 
queens. Contestants in the look 
alike contest could win a prize of 

see WCSD fail Page 3

ers could ride for free but had to 
download a coupon for their free 
ride. In Los Angeles, transit offi-
cials offered free shuttle service 
from Metrolink stations on Santa 
Monica Blvd. to the LA Pride fes-
tival. In Sacramento, SacRT, the 
transit system, offered free rides 

between 9 am and 7 pm but a 
printed flyer was required.

In Washoe County, ALL regu-
larly scheduled public  transit will 
be free all day- No downloaded 
pass or flyer is required - Simply 
catch the bus at a designed stop 
and ride it downtown to the pa-

rade and festival.
“The RTC Board is always 

seeking new opportunities to 
increase transit ridership,” a 
spokesperson for RTC Washoe 
told therenogaypage. “RTC of-
fers the community a number of 
free transit RIDE days each year. 
This helps to build goodwill, at-
tracts new riders, and provides 
free transit access for everyone 
in our community.”

Saturday, July 27, all regularly 
scheduled bus routes will offer 
free transit service. The parade 
is along Virginia Street and festi-

Out and About- where next?

With just four days left in the  
2019 Nevada Legislative ses-
sion, 12 of 21 Nevada State 
Senators sponsored a joint reso-
lution calling for an amendment 
to the State’s Constitution to 
mandate Equal Rights for all.

The Joint resolution would 
add section 24 to Article 1 of 
the State’s constitution saying 
“Equality  of  rights  under  the  
law  shall  not  be denied  or  
abridged  by  this  State  or  any  
of  its  political subdivisions  on  
account  of race,  color,  creed,  
sex,  sexual orientation,  gender  
identity  or  expression,  age,  
disability, ancestry or national 

see Pride Party Page 3

pm, a Scavenger Hunt is being 
planned through the streets of 
downtown Reno.

“It is simple,” Ryan said 
“There will be teams each with a 

Tim and Ryan, two OUR Cen-
ter volunteers, came up with the 
idea of having a night out with 
members of the LGBTQ com-
munity, so they named it OUT & 
About.

The event, which are held the 
4th Thursday of the month from 
5:30 to 7:30 pm, has been skat-
ing at King’s Skate Country, This  
coming Thursday, June 27 at 5 

see Drag Queens Read Page 3

We Be Dancin’
see page 5  Seven candles, each representing seven lives lost tragically on June 12, 2016 at the 

Pulse NightClub in Orlando at the Lutheran Church of the good Shepherd in Reno

website.
After hearing hours of public 

comment, with each person lim-
ited to three minutes, the school 
board voted to approve the new 
SHARE program curriculum but 
removed the lesson about LG-
BTQ+ individuals and gender 
identity. The Trustees did send 
the lesson back to the SHARE 
committee for reconsideration.

The SHARE committee of 

nine had voted 4 to 4 with one 
absent to send the proposed cur-
riculum to the Trustees for a vote 
and possible implementation. 
The SHARE committee is com-
posed of 5 parents/guardians, 
1 Counselor, 1 Medical/Nursing 
professional, 1 Teacher and I 
member of the religious commu-
nity.

The NFA made online state-

Drag Queen Story Time

Local Equity and Inclusion specialist YeVonne Allen spoke at the WCSD meeting. 
She got one of the last speaker cards available for public comment on June 4.

Reading to kids becomes controversial

see Nevada Equal Page 5

Mayor’s Pride Party at Faces
tomorrow night

OUT and About at High Sierra Lanes next up is Take Pride in what you find

Reno Mayor Hillary Schieve and the
Rainbow R Awardsee OUT and Page 4
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Sharpay. After a public elec-
tion, She was crown by the 
Council of Monarch’s (those 
who had held the position 
before).  

During the evening, the 
SDC awarded its five an-
nual awards. The Fred 
Sipfle Community Service 
Award was presented to Je-
romy Manke, the President 
of OUR Center; The Em-
press III Alexis Humanitar-
ian Award was given to Em-
peror XXIV Robert “Bubbles” 
Douglas; The Empress Deli-
lah Lifetime Achievement 
Award was presented Em-
press XXXVII and XLII Sa-
vannah Jewel; The Empress 
Natalie Inspiration and Cour-
age Award was presented to 
Empress XXXIII and XXXVII 
Anna Duvet; with the Presi-
dent of the Board Award pre-
sented to Megan Lewis.

The weekend started 

from page 1

RTC Ride

Pulse Unity Memorial

from page 1

RockStarAwaken the

in you!

Volunteer
northernnevadapride.org/volunteer

Sign-up online:

val in Wingfield Park. Bother 
are an easy walk from the 
4th Street Station or festival 
goers can hop on the Route 
6 or 16 bus and head to 
Wingfield park. Route 6 will 
be on detour because Arling-
ton Ave. is closed during the 
festival. Taking the Route 6 
you’d get off on Sierra at the 
Sierra Street bridge and walk 
to the park along the River-
walk.

Route 16 you’d get off at 
Arlington and West Second 
and walk the block south to 
the festival entrance on the 
Arlington Street Bridge.

RTC says the idea comes 
simply from promoting public 
transit ridership to the com-
munity. With Northern Ne-
vada Pride the largest event 
held during Artown with over 
14,000 attendees in a seven 
hour period of time what bet-
ter way to get the word out 
about RTC Ride to residents 
according to RTC spokes-
person Lauren Ball.

morial to the Pulse victims 
drawn in chalk of a heart  
with the words “Keep on 
Dancing” written in it.

“We must ALL Keep on 
Dancing!” Ms, Loring said.

“We have alot of fight left 
in us and alot of stuff we still 
have to fight for,” Jeromy 
Manke, president of OUR 
Center, told those at the Uni-
ty Memorial. 

Stephan Page who is the 
Northern Nevada organizer 
for the Human Rights Cam-
paign said :Stand Up! Speak 
Out! Fight Back!

the final speaker was 
a survivor of the October 
1st Las Vegas Massacure 
at the County Music Fes-
tival, Heather Sallan said 

“I choose peace! I choose 
love! I choose connection. I 
am going to be their echo. I 
will forever be their voice.”

Rev, Savoy closed the 
main portion of the Unity 
Memorial with the Rainbow 
Christ Prayer, a moving trib-
ute to the uniqueness of the 
LGBTQ+ community.

The Rainbow Christ 
prayer is a Christian prayer 
written to celebrate the diver-
sity that is God, each strip on 
the Rainbow flag represent-
ing a spirt that is within God.

The theme heard over 
and over again was togeth-
erness, unity, keep on fight-
ing the fight that was been 
actively going on for 50 
years now, with still so much 
to achieve in many places. 

Reno’s Unity Memorial  
began the afternoon of the 
Pulse massacre as nearly 
400 people gathered at OUR 
Center, in unity with those in 
Orlando to honor the lives 
lost. 

The tradition of reading 
the names of all 49 victims 
of the Pulse NightClub, most 
from the Latinx community,   
is the highlight and most 
moving event of the Reno 
Unity Memorial as the our 
LGBTQ+ community stands 
together as one with Orlan-
do.

As each name is read, a 
“g” note bell is tolled to honor 
and remember the life lost. 
The “G” note is the tone and 
sound of the heart.

As the names are read, 

Sharpay crown Empress XLIV by SDC
as Casey and Nikki end their year

upon the seventh name, a 
candle is lit until all seven 
candles representing the 49 
lives lost are lit.

“This year’s Memorial 
was moving and simple,” 
one attendee was overheard 
saying.

Following this year’s Uni-
ty Memorial, OUR Center the 
local LGBTQ+ Community 
Center hosted a reception.

The night was a celebra-
tion of the XLIII reign of the 
Silver Dollar Court, Inc., the 
oldest LGBTQ+ social and 
philanthropic organization in 
the State of Nevada.  The 
Court or SDC, as it is more 
commonly called has raised 
over $2 million for various 
charities over its 43 year his-
tory.

Coronation is the biggest 
fund raiser the organization 
hosts annually. The evening 
features a celebration of the 
Reno Court and introduction 
of out of town guests. There 
is entertainment, awards and 

celebration. The theme for 
this year’s grand event held 
at Harrah’s Hotel Casino’s 
Convention Center was Wil-
lie Wonka and the Choco-
late Factory. Emperor XLIII 
Casey Heide and Empress 
XLIII Nikki Vuitton raised 
money for their two chari-
ties during the year: Seniors 
in Service and The Northern 
Nevada Children’s Cancer 
Foundation.

The evening concludes 
with the crowing of the newly 
elected royalty.

This year there was only 
one candidate for Empress, 

Wednesday night June 5 
with the In Town Awards and 
BBQ held at Carls-The Sa-
loon. Thursday June 6 was 
the Monarch’s Reception 
at OUR Center and Fireball 
Party at FacesNV. Friday 
June 7 was Hospitality and 
the Out-of-Town Show.

Coronation took center 
stage on Saturday night with 
Hospitality filling the morning 
and early afternoon. Sunday 
saw Victory Brunch, with fi-
nal awards and the begin-
ning of the XLIV reign.

Empress Sharpay an-
nounced her Court to be The 
Capitol Court of Reconnect-
ion, Education and Diver-
sity. She will be known at 
the Ruby R.E.D. Mockingjay 
Empress.

Her first fund raiser will be  
a Beach Bash on July 5 with 
Investitures the next night 
July 6 at FacesNV.

Newly crowned Empress Sharpay having fun as now the work starts

The Empress’ float for the upcoming Northern Nevada Pride Parade?

Empress XLIII Nikki Vuitton

Emperor XLIII Casey Heide

A Rainbow appeared over a park in Orlando as 50,000 mourned  2016

Three years later , 2019, at Pulse NightClub where victims remem-
bered in Orlando, a rainbow appears.



Summer is here, 
which means gym 
shorts, outdoor adven-
tures, endless festivals 
downtown (see you at 
Pride!), and what we 
call “peak market.”  If 
you’ve been thinking of 
buying your first home, moving 
up, rightsizing, or relocating, you 
have questions.  I could write a 
book (or make a video series ;) 
) answering common questions, but the 
editor has been kind enough to let me 
blow through my 500 word budget to an-
swer some of the most common ques-
tions we get at the Olson Group.

I don’t have 20% down.  Can I still 
buy a home?  Probably, yes.  There are 
many loan types available for borrowers 
that are not fortunate enough to be able 
to purchase for cash.  From 0% down 
USDA Rural Redevelopment and Vet-
eran’s Administration loan programs, to 
the very popular 3.5% down FHA, to a 
full 20%+ conventional loan, there are lit-
erally hundreds of loan programs.  

What about this “First Time Home 
Buyer Program” that gives me down pay-
ment money?  You do not need to be a 
first time home buyer to get down pay-
ment assistance.  Individual lenders may 
offer incentives and there are two very 
popular state-sponsored assistance pro-
grams:  Home is Possible and Home at 
Last.  These two programs operate as 
‘silent seconds’, which means they are a 
second mortgage that does not require 
repayment in most instances.  Of course, 
there are fees associated with these pro-
grams, but they are usually minimal and 
spread out over the life of the loan.  

I hear its better to list in the summer.  
The best time to list your home for sale is 
when you’re ready to move.  Historically, 
prices peak in the summer, which is great 
for a selling, but if you’re also buying, it 
all evens out because the house you’re 
buying will be more expensive.  Similarly, 
prices are historically lower in the winter 
months, but there are fewer buyers (no 
one likes looking at homes in the dark, or 
in the snow).  A good REALTOR can help 
you hone in on the best time for YOU to 
move.  It’s important to start the conver-
sation.

What is the standard commission?  
There is no standard.  As a matter of fact, 
there are federal anti-trust laws that pro-
hibit standardization of commissions.  As 
REALTORS, we take these laws so seri-
ously, in our continuing education class-
es, we never even discuss percentages 
– we talk about bananas, or cupcakes, 
but never percentages in groups of two 
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from page 1

or more.  If a REALTOR 
you’re interviewing says 
“My commission is X…” 
that’s their standard, but 
not an industry, area, or 
even a brokerage stan-
dard.  You may always 
attempt to negotiate 

your commission.
If I use the listing agent, I can get 

the home for cheaper.  Not neces-
sarily.  If you go this route, you will 

either be an unrepresented buyer (which is 
just a silly thing to do – buyer representation 
costs you nothing) or be in a dual agency 
situation, where the Agent represents both 
parties.  Sellers have a signed contract with 
listing agents that guarantees a total negoti-
ated commission upon close.  In short, you 
don’t get a deal if you’re not represented or in 
dual agency – the agent just gets paid twice.  
And for the people in the back, I’ll say this 
one more time, a little louder:  DO NOT BE 
UNREPRESENTED IN YOUR PURCHASE.  
You may, with informed consent, enter into 
dual agency, but don’t expect a deal. 

Can the seller pay the closing costs?    All 
the costs of the transaction are negotiable 
between the buyer and seller. But you’ve 
got to be clear on what you mean by “clos-
ing costs.”  There are title and escrow costs.  
There are lender fees.  There is often up-
front mortgage insurance premium.  There is 
impound account funding.  There are inspec-
tion costs.  Your down-payment is a “closing 
cost.”  Have an in depth conversation with 
your REALTOR to determine which costs 
you would like the seller to pay, and which 
you will cover, in order to secure an accepted 
offer on the home you’ve chosen.  

How much do your services for buyer rep-
resentation cost?  Absolutely nothing.  By 
the listing contract, the seller has agreed to 
pay a certain commission to the listing agent, 
who in turn pays a percentage to the agent 
that represents the buyer (Commission to 
Buyer’s Broker, or “CBB”). That does not 
mean the Buyers Representative works for 
the seller, but it means that representation is 
at no cost to the buyer.  If the CBB offered 
by the listing broker is less than the buyer’s 
broker is willing to accept, they MAY ask you 
to chip in, but its not common.

You’re my buyers agent.  What percent-
age of your commission will you kick back to 
me after close?  Zero.  End of story.

This is not an exhaustive list of our most 
common questions.  If you’ve got more, 
please feel free to reach out to me (if you’re 
not already working with a REALTOR) at 
775-313-6744 for a confidential conversa-
tion.  My team and I are here to make sure 
you get your win, and winning starts with in-
formation. 

for over a month now. We 
like to keep our promises to 
our patrons.”

According to Scott, the 
Library’s Youth Services and 
Events Team come up with 
the idea which is growing in 
popularity across the coun-
try.  

Social Media again ex-
ploded with members of the 
community in support of the 
event, the Library, its staff  
and the two drag queens 
who will be reading to those 
present, Miss Ginger Devine 
and Ashley Morgan.

“The outpouring of sup-
port is really amazing” Scott 
said in an email to the- 
renogaypage. “I had antici-
pated that there would be 
protests, but I hadn’t antici-
pated this much attention for 
the event.”

Therenogaypage reached 
out to the two drag queens 
who will be reading to those 
gathered at the library. Both 
Miss Ginger Devine, is in-
volved in the Arts locally, 
said reading in drag is just an 
expressive art form. Ashley 
Morgan, a local entertainer, 
said she had been reading to 
children.

“I was familiar with the 
program in other states, 
Miss Devine said. “… and 
loved the concept and am 
excited to be a part of it.  I’m 
an Arts Integration teacher 
for Sierra Arts Foundation. 
Arts Integration is a profes-
sional development initiative 
for teachers where I model 
theatrical strategies, they 
can utilize in the classroom, 
to promote literacy. I work 
with K-7 students in many 
schools in the district. Of-
ten, I am reading stories and 
helping the students bring 
the stories to life.”

“Yes I have done a story 
time before.’” Ashley Morgan 
told therenogyapge. “I read 
to children at the Punk Rock 
Flea Market hosted at the 
Generator back in February 
and it was an amazing expe-
rience. I got involved with the 
Sparks library because I had 
previously read to children 
before.”

A call has gone out to 
members of the community 
to bring their children, bor-
row the neighbors and load 
up the car; head over to the 
Sparks Library and pack the 
place in a show of support 
not only for the staff at the 
library for making this event 
possible but also to show 
there is acceptance and di-
versity in Northern Nevada.

A facebook post said:
“How do we help stop 

these people?” an employee 

$250.
The door cover will also 

take care of the door for the 
drag show following.

ments like “California educa-
tion being forced on Neva-
dans” amongst other things, 
yet the driving force behind 
denying Washoe County 
high school students correct 
and accurate fact based in-
formation is spearheaded by 
a Californian. 

The single lesson in 
question simply provided 
definitions about those who 
identify as LGBTQ+ or have 
a different gender identity. 
Most high school students 
are already aware of these 
two things with readily avail-
able access to the Internet.

“We want to make sure 
students are getting medi-
cally accurate and factually 
correct information,” Jeromy 
Manke, president of OUR 
Center, the local LGBTQ+ 
community center, told a lo-
cal television station in an 
interview.

The local LGBTQ+ com-
munity took to social media 
quickly after the Trustees 
votes to remove Lesson 
1 and send it back to the 
SHARE committee. There 
was disappointment, there 
were verbal attacks, there 
were good comments and 
bad. 

The Trustees board presi-
dent Katy Simon Holland 
issued a statement, follow-
ing the outrage raised in the 
community, saying the board 
did not kill the section on 
LGBTQ+ and gender iden-
tity but referred it back to the 
SHARE committee. It simply 
means the board would not 
be responsible for the re-
moval of the lesson once the 
SHARE committee meets 
and likely votes 5-4 against 
it, placing the denial of the 
information to high school 
students on the SHARE 
committee and not the Board 

of Trustees. The board is ba-
sically passing the buck to 
the SHARE committee and 
not taking responsibility for 
removing the lesson. The 
school board has the author-
ity to include what they deem 
is in the best interests of the 
students in the district.

Six former members of 
the Washoe County School 
Board wrote a letter to the 
board emphasizing the im-
portance to include the les-
son based on standing dis-
trict policy for inclusion and 
diversity. The letter states 
the present board is violating 
the policy that has long been 
in place to make sure all stu-

dents, especially those that 
could be marginalized, are 
included in curriculum and 
the education process.

There have even been 
calls to put the item on the 
June 25 School Board agen-
da. But in her statement to 
the community, Katy Simon 
Holland said the SHARE 
committee would discuss the 
matter at its next meeting in 
August. 

The approved portion of 
the new SHARE program 
curriculum will begin this fall 
when school resumes at the 
high schools.

This is not the first time a 
proposed updated SHARE 

at a local business asked 
and the boss responded “ 
This is a cause we should 
get behind!” to which anoth-
er executive at the business 
responded “Agreed! Let me 
know what your thoughts 
are. I’d love to bring my kids 
to this. I’ve seen it done in 
different cities and think it’s 
amazing!”

As a result there are now 
posters for the event on so-
cial media.

Another facebook posting 
said: “I would take my kids to 
Drag Queen Story Time in a 
second. Imagine the incred-
ible conversations we would 
have about love, acceptance 
and connection. I so support 
this.”

Therenogaypage asked 
both Miss Devine and Ashley 
how they felt about Nevada 
Family Alliance trying to get 
the event cancelled. They re-
sponded:

Miss Ginger Devine said 
“To NFA, you are entitled to 
your beliefs and opinions, 
however do not deny children 
or their parents this wonder-
ful & magical opportunity just 
because you may not agree 
with it. Aspen and I are there 
to entertain, promote read-
ing, encourage acceptance 
and understanding for those 
that are different, and spread 
unconditional love to every-
one. This is important and 
necessary work for children 
who may feel alone, isolated, 

and/or misunderstood.”
And Ashley Morgan said 

“The only thing I would like to 
say to the Nevada Family Al-
liance is that I believe it is im-
portant to introduce people 
who are different to children. 
It’s important to show them 
there are people who act dif-
ferent, dress different and 
talk different but the moral 
of it all is that I believe it will 
allow children to be more ac-
cepting and inclusive to peo-
ple who are different from 
them. I think it destroys the 
imaginary boundaries and al-
lows children at a young age 
to be exposed to all walks of 
life.”

Despite attempts to stop 

the event, the Nevada Fam-
ily Alliance failed.

Several people even 
posted there were gather up 
the neighborhood and bring 
them to the event. The library 
is expecting a large turn out 
at the event  The Sparks 
Library branch of Washoe 
County Libraries is located at 
1125 12th Street, just south 
of Oddie Blvd. 

from page 1

curriculum has been under 
attack in Washoe County. 
Previously at public meet-
ings to introduce the pro-
posed curriculum to the 
community, public meetings, 
at times, became unruly with 
name calling and degrading 
comments made by those 
opposed to including medi-
cally accurate and scien-
tifically correct information. 
The former SHARE educa-
tion coordinator for Washoe 
County Schools resigned 
after receiving threats. The 
SHARE curriculum has not 
been updated since 2003 .

Drag Queens read

WCSD fails students

from page 1
Mayor’s Pride



Pa
g4

th
er

en
og

ay
pa

ge
4

Pa
ge

Ju
ne

 21
,  2

01
9

th
er

en
og

ay
pa

ge
At Tahoe- June is Pride month for City, LTCC, Tahoe Pride

Pride and its celebration 
has busted out all over the 
south end of Lake Tahoe this 
year as Tahoe Pride, a social 
group celebrating its 10th 
year, Lake Tahoe Commu-
nity College Friends of Ally 
and the City of South Lake 
Tahoe (SLT) brought out the 
Rainbows this year.

On June 4, in Council 
Chambers, the SLT City 
Council proclaimed June 
Pride month in the world fa-
mous resort town by procla-
mation. Many members of 
the Tahoe Pride group were 
present for the reading of the 
proclamation which outlines 
the contributions the ten 
year old group has made to 
the community, including the 
establishment of its scholar-
ship at the basins local com-
munity college.

Lake Tahoe Pride un-
veiled its new logo during 
its 10 year anniversary and 
100th mixer. It features a 
very recognizable outline 
of the Tahoe and the words 
Lake Tahoe Pride under it.

At Lake Tahoe Commu-
nity College, the home of 
the Coyotes, the campus 
celebrated Pride week with 
various activities ranging 
from an information faire, to 
outdoor movie (Bohemian 
Rhapsody), Queer Coyote 
Picnic and  Queen Karaoke 
thrown in, all to celebrate the 
Rainbow the week of June 
10-13.

Gregory Cremeans, who 
was a founding member of 
Lake Tahoe Pride and still 
active in the organization 
says the group varies in 
membership due to the re-
sort seasonal setting that is 
Tahoe.

“Tahoe Pride wants to 
partner more with other LG-
BTQ+ groups in the area,” 
Cremeans told therenogay-
page recently. “Building con-
nections and coalition is im-
portant in the community.”

For His work with Tahoe 
Pride, Cremeans recently re-
ceived the Harvey Milk Milk-
Made Award as Community 
Builder in 2019.

Tahoe Pride also works 
with OUR Center in promot-
ing OUTWest Film Fest at 
Tahoe. This year the date is 
set for September 26 in the 
Duke Theater on the campus 

Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters return from hiatus

of the community college.
Upcoming for the group 

are its participation in the 
South Lake Tahoe 4th of 
July parade. Their 101st 
mixer the second Tuesday of 
July (the 8th) and the Third 
Sunday of the month, Pride-
brunch Meet-up on the 21st. 

Lake Tahoe Pride is also 
reaching out to its members 
and friends to inform them 
about  Sassabration/Nevada 
Pride in Carson City on Sat-
urday July 13 and Northern 
Nevada Pride on July 27 in 
Reno.

You can follow Lake 
Tahoe Pride on their Face-
book page.

The community has not 
heard much from the House 
of Charity, Reno’s Biggest 
Little Sisters (RBLS) of Per-
petual Indulgence in while. 
They took time off to rejuve-
nate themselves and evolve 
into what is next for the 
group.

The group formed March 
17, 2009 with its first mani-
festation, the appearance in 
the community as Sisters, 
when seven Brothers be-
came seven Sisters. In 2019, 
it marks the organizations 10 
year anniversary.

RBLS elected its new of-

ficers for the 2019/20 fiscal 
year at their last meeting. 
Prioress is Sr. Bella da Ball: 
Vicoress Sr. Daffodil D’Eau; 
Sextary Sr. Roxxy Nite Away 
Treasurer Sr. Papa Bubble: 
and member at large Guard 
Mutha Load.

Two Aspirants also joined 
the group at the Sisters an-
nual meeting.

As for what is next, the 
group met several times 
to talk about the future and 
many made a pilgrimage to 
the City by the Bay where 
in 1979,” the Sisters” were 
founded, for the 40th anni-
versary. Inspired, refreshed, 
rejuvenated the group made 
an appearance at the Reno 
Pride Crawl on June 1 and 
plans to march in the North-
ern Nevada Pride Parade 
and wander through the fes-
tival on July 27th. Sisters will 
be carrying donation buckets 
to raise funds for OUR Cen-
ter.

RBLS is always looking 
for people who are interested 
in joining their organization 
and supporting their mission. 
Contact them through their 
facebook page.

The Sisters meet at OUR 
Center on the second Tues-
day or each month at 6:30 
pm. There next meeting is 
July 8.

Show Your Pride!  Fly the Flag!

This July

rainbow flag. Clue will be giv-
en for what has to be found. 
When the team finds the 
item, they capture a picture 
of it with the person holding 
the pride flag in the picture.”

The team that finds the 
most the fastest wins.  A 
prize will be awarded to the 
winning team.

OUT and About is a new 
program at the local LG-
BTQ+ community Center 
seeking more participation 
from the community, pro-
moting socialization and just 
having some good old fun.

For more information you 
can contact Tim or Ryan at 
the Center Tuesday from 
2 pm until 5 pm or Visit the 
Center’s Facebook page.

Out and...
from page 1

Sassabration set July 13
The celebration of Pride in Nevada’s capital city, Sassa-

bration, will celebrate its fifth year on Saturday, July 13 from 
noon until 8 pm at the historical Carson Hot Springs and Sas-
safras Eclectic Food Joint, 1500 Old Hot Springs Rd.

The day starts of with the Bike “drag” parade at the Brew-
ery Arts Center in downtown Carson and heads north to the 
Sassabration festival site. Those in the parade are asked to 
rainbow the bejeezus out of the Bike, Tyke or peddle power 
driven vehicle they have in the parade. Parade is 11 am.

 The festival opens at Noon. This year organizers are hav-
ing a 20 x 60 foot tent for added shade in the outside area 
of the festival in the vendor area. Sassabration is looking for 
vendors for the event. Booth space is $75.00 and available 
by contacting  Sassabration/Nevada Pride on Facebook.

“We have space available for vendors or information 
booths,” Jayme Watts, executive director of Sassabration/
Nevada Pride told therenogaypage. “We look forward to 
making this a community event showing the diversity in the 
state capital.”

Sassabration features live bands from all kinds of genre 
on the outdoor and indoor stage in the restaurant. Sapphic 
Musk will again be at the event  as they have every year 
since it began.

There is no admission charge for the event but donations 
are accepted. Proceeds benefit The Ron Woof Family Re-
source Center, P-Flag Carson Region and Transgender Al-
lies Group.

Lake Tahoe Pride receives a proclamation from the City 

The new Lake Tahoe Pride logo

The information faire showcased 
the area LGBTQ+ community 

resources

Mixer 100 and the unveiling of new logo for Lake Tahoe Pride

Some of the swag gathered for the Information Fair at LTCC

Coyotes is the mascot of LTCC
where Friends ofAlly are 

Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters annual meeting brought renewed energy to the 10 year old charitable group
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origin.
The measure was voted 

on by both Houses of the 
Nevada Citizens Legislature 
and passed overwhelming. 
The Senate Vote was 18-3 
and Assembly 33-8 with one 
absent.

SJR8 will head back to 
the legislature in 2021 for 
approval again before going 
to the people on 2022 if ap-
proved next session.

Senator David Parks, 
who was the first openly gay 
member of the state legis-
lature back in 1996 was a 
main sponsor of the bill. This 
will be the last bill to have 
his sponsorship as he has 
reached his term limit after 
12 years in the Assembly 
and 12 years in the Senate.

from page 1

Virginia Street project
The Regional Transpor-

tation Commission (RTC) of 
Washoe County and Sierra 
Nevada Construction will 
begin construction on phase 
two of the Virginia Street Bus 
RAPID Transit Extension 
Project on Monday, June 
17. During this phase of the 
construction, the community 
will start to see the corridor 
transform, including new, 
wide sidewalks, landscaping, 
new street lighting, new and 
updated transit stations, and 
significant safety improve-
ments. The Virginia Street 
Project will improve safety in 
the corridor and provide bet-
ter access, enhanced tran-
sit service, and mobility for 
everyone. This includes ex-
tending the RAPID Virginia 
Line from Midtown to UNR 
and new bus RAPID tran-
sit stations in Midtown and 
at UNR. The project repre-
sents a more-than-$87 mil-
lion investment in the region.  
Completion of the entire proj-
ect is expected to wrap up in 
winter of 2020, weather per-
mitting. 

 Please support the Mid-
town businesses during con-
struction. There is access to 
all businesses during con-
struction by using the con-

struction detours and side 
streets.  Business patrons 
can also use the #VirginiaS-
treetProject on social media 
to show their support for 
the businesses they patron-
ize.  It’s business as usual in 
Midtown and their success is 
our region’s success.  Learn 
more at VirginiaStreetPro-
ject.com, or by texting VIR-
GINIA to 797979.

If you were looking for 
something a little differ-
ent, something to make you 
laugh, partake in a good buf-
fet, then Sassafras Eclec-

tic Food Joint is where you 
were on Sunday June 16. 
The eatery held a benefit 
for the five year old Sassa-
bration/Nevada Pride featur-
ing its resident Bea Arthur 
impersonator, Bingo and a 
Southern Style Brunch.

“I want to thank you all for 
being here.” Bea opened her 
performance with. “It makes 
my heart glad for all the sup-
port from the community.”

Between Mother’s Day 
and the one show on Fa-
ther’s Day, Sassabration 
raised $5,000.

Adam Whitney has been 
doing Bea Arthur for a while 
and to help out the event 
transformed into the “Golden 
Girls” star with the help of his 
friend Jayme Ward.

Whitney wrote and per-
formed a one woman Bea 
Arthur Show several years 
back, that brought the house 
down when it was performed.

Even though performing 
as Bea is one of Whitney 
favorite characters, he says 
he does not want to over use 
the character and have it 
lose its mystic.

Durning the performance 
Father’s Day, Bea said she 
should just “do” all the holi-
days: Bea does Christmas, 
Bea does Rosh Hashanah, 
Bea does.... . There was a 
huge positive response from 
those attending the event. 

“You know Bea....” one 
of the owners of Sassafras 
said. “...we have greatly en-
joyed doing this event!”

Bea is taking a break after 
the three fund raising shows 
at Sassafras. She is rumored 
to being making an appear-
ance in Reno at a fund raiser 
this fall.

Brunch and Bingo with Bea

We’re Dancing - Battle Born This Way

“This year, my cohort on 
the social team, Dylan An-
derson and I wanted to make 
something special that we 
could all relate to and what 
better way than through mu-
sic?” AJ Miller, a social media 
person at the Abbi Agency 
and former KRZQ morning 
man, told therenogaypage. 
“My love of puns and back-
ground in radio paired with 
Dylan’s love of anything with 
a BPM higher than 120, we 
came up with “Battle Born 
This Way”! Pride is a cel-
ebration of queer livelihood, 
and the chance for LGBTQ+ 
folks to let go of their fears 
and inhibitions and just feel 
like they belong, and for a 
lot of people it’s the first time 
they’ve felt like a part of a 
larger community.”

Battle Born, the motto of 
the State of Nevada as we 
were born during the civil 
war. inspired the creative 
social media men to compile 
and create a local LGBTQ_ 
tribute to Pride and the cel-
ebration of the LGBTQ+ cul-
ture.

According to Miller, “that’s 
why our playlist is all about 
having fun and letting loose, 
to give the Northern Nevada 
queer community something 
to laugh, smile, and dance 

for. We are still fighting for 
gay and trans rights and 
pushing back against daily 
oppression, so it’s almost 
empowering to be so out 
and vivid in the face of ad-
versity with queer anthems 
that have uplifted our queer 
ancestors for decades.”

The playlist of over 170 
songs can be found on Spo-
tify. To listen go to:  https://
spoti.fi/2MZW4kG  or do a 
search for music and type 
Battle Born This Way for the 
playlist to come up and hit  
the play button.

“We are extremely grate-

ful to work at a place that not 
only donates to our commu-
nity,” Miller told therenogay-
page, “but also gives queer 
people within our agency 
leadership and decision-
making opportunities. Some-
thing that is still sadly a rare 
thing nowadays.”

The Abbi Agency, a lo-
cal multimedia advertising/
public  relations agency in 
town that supports various 
events and activities in the 
Biggest Little City. The agen-
cy is owned by  Abbi and Ty 
Whitaker.

Nevada Equal

Artists rendition of the improved MIdtown Virginia Street

On stage, making you laugh, never knowing what quip is next

Whitney as Bea Arthur

“We heard history erasing 
us, finding queer space on-
line, drag queens and death” 
Lydia Huerta told the group 
of about 50 people who 
gather at the Holland Project 
on June 20 for the Sunland 
series of salon style presen-
tations.

Proud, the subject of this 
discussion, featured mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity speaking on activism, 
cultural differences and find-
ing like people, to music and 
in influences with a splash 
of  Reno drag queens and 
the gay rodeo thrown in, to a 
heart warming presentation 
of being marginalized and 
left out.

Associate Professor of 
History, Gender Identity and 
Race at the University of 
Nevada, Reno Emily Hob-
son opened the discussion 
speaking about activism and 
how a  small group of people 
can make a point to make 
change or start a discussion.

She had just returned 
from a conference in San 
Francisco, where LGBTQ+ 
history advocates came to-
gether for the first Queer 
History conference - Queer 
History Unerasable.

Jamal Barghouti, who 
was raised a Muslim in Reno 
and who’s father headed 
the local Muslim community, 
spoke about finding commu-
nity via social media and the 
importance of being able to 
connect with those like him 
who are gay and Muslim. 
He said Reno may call itself 
the BIggest Little City in the 
World but it is really just a 
small city so one must go out 
and discover.

“Social media has con-
nected me with people who 
share who I am and the faith 
that I was raised in,” Bargh-
outi said. “I was sad the day 
of the Pulse NigthClub vigil 
at OUR Center as my father 
spoke -- not mentioning the 
fact he had two gay sons 
and two gay daughters.  But 
through social media I have 
met so many great people 
who are Muslim and found 
community.”

Lpuis Nieber, an associ-
ate professor of Musicology 
at the University of Nevada, 
Reno, spoke about how mu-
sic had influenced the Big-
gest Little City. He talked 
about Ray Burbon (a female 
Impersonator who sang live) 
song that emphasized the 
wild west cowboy environ-
ment that was Reno’s mys-
tic.

“Why did queer people 
come to Reno?” Nieber 
asked the audience as he 
proceeded to present what 
he had discovered doing re-
search.

“It was cowboy country-
land the western fantasy,” 
Nieber said. ‘I discovered an 
article  titled “Doing Reno on 
$17 a day, Can you image, 
$17 a day?”

Another interesting dis-
covery made by Nerber was 
a some what humorous ar-
ticle in Vector of crowning 
the first Queen of Reno from 
April 1969 before the Silver 
Dollar Court was formed.

“It mentions the jewels 

Proud -But the battle goes on
gowns hat boxes and lug-
gage, but it was held at a 
bar, which back in that day 
were all outside the McCar-
ran loop. There is even a 
mention of Jose, who started 
the International Court sys-
tem that his clothes were 
hijacked to Tijuana and he 
had to get replacements at a 
Thrift Store.

Nieber also talked about 
the Reno Gay Rodeo and 
several of the gay bars at the 
time, Paul’s Lounge and the 
Forum in Sparks.

The final speaker was 
Lydia Huerta, who heads 
the Reno office of the Sylvia 
Rivera Center for Social Jus-
tice which fights for the rights 
of those marginalized, espe-
cial trans-women of color.

According to Ms. Huerta, 
there are many Latinx com-
munity members who face 
persecution for being who 
they are, especial the trans 
gender community. They 
like to dance and celebrate 
freely who they are through 
the sound of Cumbia music 
a mixture of African drums 
sounds and wind instru-
ments. 

Her group seeks to pro-
vide a safe place that is inclu-
sive and are on Facebook.
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