
@RenoGayPage

Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.

th
er

en
og

ay
pa

ge
Pe

av
in

e 
M

ou
nt

ai
n 

M
ed

ia
    

    
    

Re
no

, N
ev

ad
a 

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
  M

ay
 3

0,
 2

01
9

Th
e 

lo
ca

l L
G

BT
 n

ew
s 

an
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

so
ur

ce
 fo

r n
or

th
er

n 
N

ev
ad

a 
an

d 
th

e 
ea

st
er

n 
Si

er
ra

Harvey Milk Day is SRO at McKinley

Hard work begins, as AJR2* moves to 2020 ballot

OUTWest Film Fest feature sells -out
Impact theme
for Memorial

see OUTWest Page 3

see AJR2* to People Page 5

It was an interesting final 
house passage for Nevada’s 
AJR2* from the 79th session 
which would change the defini-
tion of marriage in the state’s 
constitution to recognize all mar-
riages, regardless of gender. But 
now it moves to a vote of the 

The McKinley Arts and Cultural Center was 
standing room only for the eighth annual Harvey 
Milk Day and MilkMade Awards on Friday, May 17 
hosted by OUR Center, the local LGBTQA Com-
munity Center.

“Its great to see all of you here tonight,” Jer-
mony Manke, president of OUR Center told the 
more than 100 people in attendance. “ This night is 
a night to bring the community together. To make 
new friends as we celebrate a man whose legacy 

was about building community. We raised nearly 
$150,000 in 2018 with a third of that coming from 
Northern Nevada Pride.  We have $24,000 in re-
serve for programs and activities at the Center.”

Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters Bella de Ball gave 
a moving poem she wrote about Harvey Milk, the 
man, the activist, the legacy, as the local face of 
charity begins its return to public life after a short 
hiatus. Sister Belle got the crowd into the activities 
and festivities of the 

It was literally  Standing Room only at the OUR Center Center Harvey Milk Day celebration as Sister Bella de Ball gave a 
special poem honoring Gay icon Milk.

see Harvey Milk Day Page 2

Nevada’s Amodei votes NO on Equality
Nevada has four representa-

tives in Congress and when it 
came to the Equality Act, three 
voted Yes and one voted No. 
Congressman Mark Amodei, 
who represents congressional 
District 2 was the lone Nevada 
NO vote.

The OUTWest Film 
Fest was held over the 
weekend of May 18-19 
with the featured docu-
mentary, Light in the 
Water, filling nearly ever 
seat in the Nevada Mu-
seum of Art Theater.

“We are really excited 
about putting on OUT-
West,” Jeromy Manke, 
OUR Center Board Pres-
ident told therenogay-
page. “We are very 
please the featured film 
sold-out along with the 
positive reaction from the 
director, producer and 
the audience.”

Light in the Water is 
a feature documentary 
telling the story of the 35 
year history of the West 
Hollywood Aquatics 
team- how it started and 
got to where it is today. It 
is a touching story showing how 
things were and how things have 
become.

“This film was amazing. I 
simply didn’t realize how people 
treated people...”

“This film was moving - it 
brought me to near tears a cou-
ple of times...”

“Light in the Water told the 
story. That is how best we as 

LGBTQ+ people can get our 
message across that we are no 
different from anyone else.”
were just some of the comments 
made by the nearly 200 people 
in attendance.

Following the screening film 
director Lis Bartlett, a Reno na-
tive who now resides in Los An-
geles and Executive Producer 
Taj Paxton of Logo Documentary 

Films spoke about how the film 
was created, blended and the fi-
nal version came to be.

The film was originally shown 
on Logo in 2018 and has been 
making the rounds of various 
LGBTQ+ film festivals. Accord-
ing to Ms. Bartlett and Ms, Pax-
ton OutWest is the  last film fes-
tival for now.

Cupcake Goddess
Champion of Pride

If you know Meredith Tanzer 
you know there are four main 
loves in her life – Art, Yevonne, 
cupcakes and youth. 

Since moving to Reno, Mer-
edith has wanted to make a dif-
ference in the lives of people, 
especially young people. The 
Advocate magazine, one of the 
oldest LGBTQ+ publications, 
has named her as a Champion 
of Pride for 2019 for Nevada.

“Meredith just stood out 
amongst all the other Nevada 
nominees we had this year,” 
Donald Pagget, assistant to 
the editor of the Advocate told 
therenogaypage. “This is the 
second year the Advocate has 
honored Champions of Pride. 
In its first year, there was one 
representative from each state. 

see Champion of Pride Page 3

people in November 2020 and 
the battle lines are being drawn 
in the Battle Born State.

The Assembly heard and 
passed the bill for the second 
time in March. AJR2* had been 
expected to be on the Sen-
ate Legislative Operations and 

Elections Committee’s agenda 
on Equality Day, April 9, but the 
failed to materialize. The bill 
then made appearances on the 
committee’s agenda five differ-
ent times before finally getting 
its hearing two days before the 
deadline to be out of second 

house committee and to the 
floor. In fact, in an unusual move 

The wind blew and it was 
cold as a storm was coming 
in, but The Northern Nevada 
Outreach Team (NNOT) host-
ed the 30th Annual AIDS Can-
dlelight Memorial on the stage 
at Wingfield Park in downtown 
Reno, Sunday May 19.

The Impact of AIDS was 
the theme of the several peo-
ple who spoke during the short 
memorial held annual as part 
of the grassroots International 

Bea, Bingo and Brunch, a BIG hit
Sassabration/Nevada Pride 

held a fundraiser for the annual 
event at Sassafras Eclectic Food 
Joint in Carson City on Mother’s 
Day May 12 to a packed house. 
Not for one session- but for both.

The talents of Adam Whitney, 
a Carson local, as Bea Arthur 
highlighted the show that came 
complete with a Southern Style 
Brunch and a game of Bingo. 
Tickets were $50 with the pro-
ceeds from the event going 
to the state’s capital city pride 
event to be held July 13.

According to co-owner of see Bea, Brunch, Bingo Page 2 see Pulse Remembered age 5

Sassafras and founder of Sass-
abration, Jayme Watt, Bea, 
Brunch and Bingo raised nearly 
$4,500 for the event that gives 
back to the Carson community. 
Beneficiaries of proceeds from 
the Pride events have gone to 
the Ron Wood Family Resource 
Center, OUR Center, TAG 
(Transgender Allies Group) and 
P-FLAG Carson Region.

Because of the success of 
the Mother’s Day event, Sas-
safras will be hosting a Father’s 
Day June 16, Bea, Brunch and 

The Nevada Interfaith Coali-
tion for Equality will host the 4th 
annual Unity Service to Remem-
ber the Pulse NightClub Massa-
cre on Wednesday June 12 at 
the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd, 327 Clay Street (just 
off Arlington and California) at 6 
pm.

The moving service brings to-
gether all segments of the com-
munity to honor and remember 
the tragedy that occurred in Or-
lando on a Saturday night while 
people were out just having a 
good time.

Reno’s service features short 
talks from community members 
and faith based organizations 

The Amodei vote was not un-
expected.

The Human Rights Campaign 
(HRC) had been working within 
the community to have support-
ers of the Equality Act (HR5) sign 

postcards which were delivered 
to Amodei’s Reno office request-
ing his support for the bill.

In response, Amodei thanks 
his constituents for letting him 

see Equality NO Page 5

Pulse Unity
Memorial Vigil

Meredith Tanzer

Adam Whitney as Bea Arthur

Candles lit to remember

see Memorial page 5

The Nevada Museum of Art Theater was filed to capacity at
the the screening of Light in the Water  feature at OUTWest Film Fest
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from page 1
evening.

The main activity of 
the evening is honoring 
the winners of the five annu-
al awards given to members 
of the community who have 
given back and contributed 
to the community. Plus, this 
year a new Award was add-
ed.

The 2019 MilkMade 
Award honorees are:

Leader of Tomorrow
Steph Landros
Trailblazer
Janine Comoletti
Community Builder
Gregory Creamens
Outstanding Ally
Reno PD  Commander 
Oliver Miller
Father Kirk Woodliff
Political Groundbreaker
Senator Pat Spearman
and a new  award, Proud 

Parent was presented to Di-
ane Hernandez.

Some background on the 

winners:
Steph Landros is a volun-

teer at OUR Center who start-
ed TeaTime and also served 
recently as the Easter Bunny 
at OUR Center’s Bunnies 
and Brunch. Janie Como-
letti, is the executive director 
of P-FLAG Carson Region 
and has long been fighting 
for equality of the youth of 
Nevada in the rural counties. 
Greg Creamens, founded 
Lake Tahoe Pride and is still 
very active in the organiza-
tions. He says be believes 
strongly in building coalitions 
and working together. Com-
mander Oliver Miller is the 
LGBTQ+ liaison between 
the community and the Reno 
Police Department and has 
proven time and time again 
he is there in a time of need. 
Father Kirk Woodliff, is the 
pastor at St. Paul’s Church 

In the midst of the OUR 
Center anniversary party, 
there was also an art recep-
tion for an amazing young 
artist named Noah Steed.

Noah says he has loved 
art from any early age. He 
is currently a sophomore at 
emCompass Academy in 
Reno. He is soft spoken, car-
ing, and has an amazing tal-
ent when it comes to putting 
paint of canvass, which he 
says he has only been doing 
for four years.

“I think I popped out of the 
womb and grabbed a cray-
on,” Noah told therenogay-
page. “I have always loved 
art!”

Noah said that he hopes 
his art inspires people. He 
paints for the joy of it so that 
people can enjoy what he 
creates.

“I am overwhelmed with 
happiness,” Noah said about 
his first public exhibit of his 

works. “IT is a special feeling 
when you know you makes 
others happy. I really wasn’t 
expecting to have my own 
show so early.”

Noah’s exhibit which runs 
through May 31 at the OUR 
Center Nevada Museum of 
Out (NMOO) is his public de-
but as an artist.

The day of the reception, 
fellow students teachers 
and even Noah’s parents all 
came to support this young 
Nevada artist who is a mem-
ber of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity.

Noah said he finally had 
enough pieces that he put to-
gether a portfolio of his work 
and was selected as the first 
LGBTQ+ artist to display on 
the new NMOO wall.

All works on display are 
available for purchase and 
some works even have 
prints available for purchase 
through OUR Center

Meet the quiet talented teenage artist, 
Noah Sneed

Harvey Milk Day
in Sparks and has made his 
community a welcoming and 
affirming religious commu-
nity. Nevada State Senator 
Pat Spearman, since being 
elected in 2012, has worked 
side by side with Sena-
tor David Parks on equality 
legislation in Nevada. She 
championed SJR13 in 2013 
and the past two years was 
worked to pass the marriage 
definition change to the state 
constitution AJR2*. She is 
also a champion of woman’s 
and veteran’s rights. Diane 
Hernandez, is the mom of a 
transgender youth who com-
mutes from Carson and  is 
involved Transparenting 101 
at the Center. 

There was pleasant sur-
prise amongst the winners 
as they were announced and 
huge cheers from the audi-
ence.

Diane Hernandez was all 
bubbles and aglow when she 
was given the first “Proud” 
Parent Award. 

Steph Landros was all 
smiles when her name was 
announce, Reno PD Com-
mander Miller posted the 
announcement to Face-
book and received a mes-
sage of the Reno Chief of 
Police Jason Soto that sim-
ply summed it up the best 

“Congrats my friend-” Greg-
ory Creamens who founded 
Lake Tahoe Pride 10 years 
ago was humbled by his 
award as community builder.

OUR Center proudly dis-
plays the winners fo the an-
nual awards on a plaque at 
the Center near the entrance 

Bingo event at 11 am. Tick-
ets can be purchased, by 
calling Sassafras at (775) 
884-4471. They are open 
Tuesday-Saturday 11 am to 
9 pm.

Sassabration features 
entertainment on an outdoor 
stage and also the one in-
side the restaurant located 
at Carson’s historic Hot 
Springs. There are vendors, 
a food truck or two, food from 
Sassafras (its famous street 
tacos). Admission to the 
Pride celebration is by dona-
tion at the gate.

The annual bike parade 
through Carson kicks of the 
days events starting at 11 
am from the Brewery Arts 
Center and snakes the 4 
miles through Carson to the 
Sassabration site.

to the Great Room.
This years nominees 

included: Devon Reese, 
Transgender Allies Group 
(TAG), Doyle Cornelius, 
Emily Treischel, Stephan 
Page, Briana Escamilla,  
Zeina Barkawi, Marie Louise 
Thompson Marshall, Barbie 
Marcoe (Lexie’s Gifts), Sher-
rie Scaffidi, Northern Nevada 
Pride Committee, Reno Arts 
and Culture Commission.

  The OUR Center Harvey 
Milk Day Committee opened 
nominations to the com-
munity in mid April. Mem-
bers of the community can 
then submit the names of 
nominees and the reasons 
why this individual or group 
should be given a MilkMade 
Award. The final decision of 
award winners is made by 
the members of the organi-
zations Board of Directors.

Reno’s Biggest Little Sis-
ters made an appearance at 
Harvey Milk Day with Sister 
Bella de Ball presenting a 
poem she had written about 
Harvey Milk complete with 
Audience participation. And 
the audience got into the 
celebration of Harvey Milk, 
standing and shouting on 
que.

The annual pasta sauce 
competition winner was Big 
Beautiful and Broke.

Other Sauce competitors 
were: NNOT (Northern Ne-
vada Outreach Team defend-
ing champion form 2018), 
Wells Fargo Pride, HRC (Hu-
man Rights Campaign), Chil-

dren Cabinet, Eddy House, 
QSU (Queer Student Union)/
Homies, Good Luck Macbeth 
Theatre, and the Generator.

Joe Garton, a local im-
prove comedian, school 
teacher, drama coach and 
GSA facility advisor at 
Sparks High served as this 
years MC. 

Some amazing spoken 
word poetry was presented 
by members of the Adult 
Spoken Word Collective in 
Reno.

There was a raffle, a 
wine, beer and soda bar. 
This year those attending 
could also buy extra tickets 
for the sauce competition.

Our Center’s event was 
made possible through spon-
sorships by Liberty Food and 
Wine Exchange, The Reno 
News and Review. Liz Leon-
ard, Celadon Events and 
KUNR radio. 

Meredith Tanzer, who co-
ordinates the annual event 
said it would not have been 
possible without her Harvey 
Milk Committee of volun-
teers, Volunteers from Wells 
Fargo Pride and members of 
the community who came to 
assist with set up, working 
during and tear down of the 
event. 

OUR Center started Har-
vey Milk Day back in 2012 
when the first was held in 
City (Believe) Plaza featuring 
several speeches, and en-
tertainment. In 2013, the first 
MilkMade Awards and pasta 
sauce contest was held at 
the Unitarian Universalists 
Fellowship of Northern Ne-
vada (UUFNN) Center.

Bea Bingo
from page 1

RockStarAwaken the

in you!

Volunteer

northernnevadapride.org/volunteer
Sign-up online:

OUR Center Vice-President and Director of Programing with the first 
featured LGBTQ+ artist at the Nevada Museum of Out Gallery

Noah and some of the work he had on display at the NMOO

And the winners are: Diane 
Hernandez, Greg Crea-
mens, Kirk Woodliff, Janine 
Comoletti, Steph Landros, 
Oliver Miller and Pat Spear-
man

Harvey Milk art by Liz Leonard

The pasta sauce line

A look at a full room as people enjoyed their pasta, sauce, salad



You may have heard 
that on May 13, 2019 
that Donald J Trump 
has accepted an invi-
tation to speak at the 
National Association of 
REALTORS® (“NAR” 
”The Association”) Mid-
year Conference in Washington 
DC. This invitation is extended to 
all sitting presidents. In response 
to President Trump’s accep-
tance, NAR President John Smaby said 
he was “honored to welcome” the presi-
dent to our mid-year gathering. Later that 
day, the White House announced that it 
would not support the Equality Act, which 
extends many protections to LGBT+ 
Americans, including anti-discrimination 
housing protections.

As a REALTOR®, and therefore a 
dues-paying member of NAR, I am held 
to a higher ethical standard than my 
state-issued license requires - I must 
take an oath before I am admitted to The 
Association:

I AM A REALTOR® I Pledge myself: 
To protect the individual right of real 

estate ownership and to widen the op-
portunity to enjoy it;

To be honorable and honest in all my 
dealings; 

To seek better to represent my clients 
by building my knowledge and compe-
tence; 

To act fairly towards all in the spirit of 
the Golden Rule; 

To observe the REALTOR® Code of 
Ethics and conform my conduct to its 
lofty ideals.

The position of NAR by and through 
the REALTORS® Oath , and the position 
of the Trump Administration regarding 
the Equality Act, are contradictory.

I have expressed my concern to The 
Association – this president, with a long, 
proven history of discriminatory housing 
behavior, is a sad representation of what 
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The film is presently avail-
able on iTunes and Amazon 
Prime.

During the second ses-
sion on Saturday, 9 short 
films were screened, with 
two standing out, Brothers - 
a coming of age story about 
an Arab boy learning to deal 
with his sexuality and Sem-
pre (forever or always) Dani.

Siempre Dani’s Director 
Rosa Carranza traveled from 
Mexico City to Reno for the 
first film festival screening of 
her short film about a trans-
gender boy.

OutWest

from page 1

Champion of Pride

REALTORS® stand 
for, and his attendance 
at NAR Midyear is 
a antithetical to the 
founding principles of 
my profession. I want 
you to know that while 
I am proud to be a RE-

ALTOR®, I do not share President 
Smaby’s enthusiasm and I certainly 
do not feel honored by President 
Trump’s attendance.

But I do enthusiastically support the right 
to own real estate, and my team works tire-
lessly and daily to make sure that opportunity 
is available to everyone. Yet there are still 
challenges. A recent study by HousingWire 
has found that same-sex couples are 73% 
more likely to be denied a mortgage, and if 
they are approved, often pay .5% more in 
fees (which equates to $86M a year in extra, 
unnecessary, punitive fees for LGBT+ bor-
rowers nationwide).

The National Association of Gay and 
Lesbian Real Estate Professionals (NAGL-
REP) – of which I am also a proud dues 
paying-member and serve on the local chap-
ter’s Leadership Committee – published the 
2019-2020 LGBT Housing Report which find 
that a majority of LGBT home buyers still feel 
discrimination, and that suppressed their 
urge to purchase a home. 82% said that anti-
discrimination policies impacted their deci-
sion to purchase real estate. The Trump Ad-
ministrations stance on the Equality Act will 
diminish those protections that already exist, 
fail to expand them nationally, and will dis-
courage a large cohort from participating in a 
wealth-building industry that makes up 16% 
of the US economy.

I am not asking you to do anything – this 
is an internal matter within The Association. 
But I want you to know that whoever you 
are, however you love, wherever you live, 
my team and I have your back, and we will 
NEVER stop fighting for the inalienable right 
of every person to own real estate.

This year do to so many 
more than qualified nomi-
nees, some states have sev-
eral.”

Her current position has 
her working with homeless 
youth at Eddy House. She 
is a pistol when it comes to 
fighting for homeless youth 
that have been thrown out 
of the homes by parents, or 
kids that couch surf or even 
dangerously live on the 
streets or under a bridge.

When Meredith moved to 
Reno she opened La Bus-
sola, a kind of everything 
art eclectic store in down-
town Reno. It soon became 
a place for young people to 
gather, create art and so-
cialize.  It was even a place 
where they could talk to and 
adult, tell the stories and 
seek guidance.

Since 2010, Meredith 
has been a driving force be-
hind the establishment of a 
much needed sustainable 
LGBTQ+ community Center, 
OUR Center.  Meredith used 
to host Bake Sales during 
Reno Riverwalk Wine Walks 
to raise money for the center. 
Through her dedication to 
the “cause”, a center opened 
its doors in April 2016. She 
is the Vice-President and 
Director of Programing for 
OUR Center.

“She has helped change 
many lives,” a friend of Mer-
edith’s told therenogaypage 
who wished to remain anon-
ymous.  “She can’t seem 
to look the other way when 
someone, especially a young 
person. She is ALWAYS here 

to offer help or direct them 
towards it.”

For her contributions to 
the community, The Reno 
City Council honored her by 
naming her a City of Reno 
Super Hero in November 
2018.

“When I moved to Reno, I 
made a broad brush stroke of 
specific populations of inter-
est that I wanted to enhance 
the life,” Meredith said in a 
Facebook posting. “When 
hearing all the beautiful 
things that were said today 
while I was being honored 
with a recognition award as 
a City of Reno Super Hero...I 
realized I’ve tackled all of 
those goals and the last one 
I really have woven into all 
the things that I remain pas-
sionate.”

And passionate is exactly 
what she is. 

“You should she here 
when its time for an event 
like Bunnies and Brunch or 
Harvey Milk Day,” another 
friend said who also wanted 
to remain anonymous. “She 
is dedicated and passionate 
about what she does.  She 
is even excited about new 
programing for seniors at the 
Center.”

Ms. Tanzer was asked 
to sit on the Reno Artown 
Board of Directors because 
of her dedication and love for 
Art. She has a small studio 
space at Reno Art Works on 
Dickerson Road and is al-
ways open to having people 
drop in and make art with 
her. Ms. Tanzer also was 
asked to be the second LG-
BTQ artist to have a show 

at the new OUR Center Ne-
vada Museum of OUT. There 
is a committee that selects 
artists for the gallery and 
showing. Her show should 
be on display sometime the 
first week of June and run 
through the first week of July.

Along with Meredith Tan-
zer, the Advocate is also hon-
oring two other Nevadans as 
Champions of Pride - Grace 
Gautereaux of Gardnerville 
and Avi Newlyn Pacheco  of 
Las Vegas.

Ms. Gautereaux became 
an activist while in high 
school in Douglas County 
in 2016. She chaired her 
precinct’s caucus. Currently 
she attends Willamette Col-

lege in Salem where she 
has reactivated and rejuve-
nated the campus LGBTQ 
club and Rainbow Alliance. 
She has also spearheaded 
getting condom machines 
and feminine hygiene bins 
in bathrooms on campus to 
promote sexual health.

Avi Newlyn Pacheco bet-

ter known as Avi Versace, is 
a gender fluid Samoan drag 
queen from Las Vegas, who 
says she is the Queen and 
ruler of her happiness being 
true to herself. She is was 
named 2019 HRC Youth Am-
bassador. 

Avi was outed to his fam-
ily, who immediately dis-
owned him, when someone 
sent a letter to her sister 
says “your brother is a fag!” 
while in high school.

Avi says it was friends 
that got him through the 
tough times.

The film tells the story of 
a family, whose male child 
identifies as a girl and how 
an accepting mother and a 
confused father deal with 
their child’s gender identity 
crisis. In the end, the father 
accepts his son as who she 
is. Carranza funded her film 
through a kickstarter ac-
count. She said when the 
film first debut it was before 
those who had contributed 
and other donors. The reac-
tion she said came as a sur-
prise and was heart warming 
as the film made and impres-
sion and response positive.

Even though in Spanish, 
the movie was easy to follow 
and understand, touching 
hearts and changing minds. 

(There were English sub-
titles).

OUTWest Film Fest pre-
sented the festival best doc-

umentary to Light in the Wa-
ter and the Best Transgender 
Short to Siempre Dani.

The festival concluded its 
Reno run on Sunday May 
19 at Bruka Theater with 10 
short feature films.

The festival is also held 
at Lake Tahoe tentatively for 
October or November. A ven-
ue is in the process of being 
located for the event.

OUTWest Film Fest is 
chaired by Suzy Shaffer and 
is hosted by OUR Center in 
partnership with Nevada Mu-
seum of Art, Bruka Theater 
and Harrah’s.

OUR Center launches Senior programs
Aging with Pride are the new OUR 

Center programs for LGBTQ+ seniors de-
signed to bring people together to socialize 
and have a good time creating healthier and 
happier lives. The program kicked off during 
Older Americans month with Older LGBTQA 
Nevadans Day at the Center on May 23.

Representatives from Reno Parks and 
Rec, The Reno Senior Citizen Advisory 
Committee, Washoe County Human Servic-
es Senior Division were present to mingle 
with the 50 people who attended for lunch, 
a game of beanbag baseball and the movie 
Kinky Boots. 

Attendees were treated to a S-5 (Seniors, 
Sandwiches, Salads, Soups and Socializa-

tion) lunch which will be held the 4th Thursday 
of each month.

This Saturday a Pancake Breakfast will 
be held from 10 am to 12:30 pm in the Great 
Room of the Center. Seniors are free and 
those under 50 are $6.00.

A survey of Seniors at the May 23 event 
was held and by far the thing LGBTQ+ seniors 
were interested in was socialization, 92% of 
the respondents said.  

And what do LGBTQ+ seniors want, lun-
cheons, exercise, movies and excursions.

For more information on OUR Center’s se-
nior programs visit there facebook page or s-
mail: seniors@ourcenterreno.org.

The West Hollywood Aquatics team from Light in the Water
from page 1

To fund the production of Siempre Dani, the film’s director used kick-
starter and help from friends of her father. The movie touched people.

Meredith receiving the City of Reno Super Hero Award in November
Tanzer’s trade mark: A cupcake
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Three years in service to the LGBTQ+ Community, OUR Center 

They will always says “we 
raised funds for seven and a 
half years to create a space 
that is welcoming, accepting 
and promotes equality and 
understanding for members 
of the LGBTQ+ community. 
OUR Center, the northern 
Nevada LGBTQ+ Commu-

nity Center opened its doors 
officially on April 29, 2016 
and has been serving the 
community as an ALL volun-
teer organization since.

With a new influx of vol-
unteers, the Center is thriv-
ing, become a active and 
busy place.

“We are looking at ex-
panding our programs,” 
Board President Jeromy 
Manke told those gathered 
at the anniversary party on 
April 27. “We are excited to 
be adding senior programs 
soon as well as adding pro-
grams for youth and mem-
bers of our transgender com-
munity.”

Since 2014, the OUR 
Center board of directors was 
three very dedicated people 
working hard to establish 
the community center. Since 
opening the growth of the 
Center, its programs, events 
and activities made the need 
to expand the board. In the 
past couple of months three 
people have been added to 
the board: Zenia Barkawi, 
Michael Braizer and Ange-
line Marie Peterson.

The annual Anniversary 
party featured a tabling event 
with many different LGBTQ+ 
friendly businesses and or-
ganizations, including the 
Reno Aces/Reno 1868 FC, 
Our Lady of Wisdom Catho-

lic Church and a new group 
SideWalk Talk.

The highlight of the annu-
al event is the cutting of the 
anniversary/birthday cake to 
celebrate the years of hard 
work the group has put into 
opening and maintaining a 
LGBTQ+ community center 
in Reno.

OUR Center offers an up-
dated community resource 
guide through its website: 
ourcenterreno.org. 

The monthly calendar of 
events can be found there 
also.

Facebook OUR Center 
Reno keeps you up to date.

Anniversary cake gets cut 

Organizations were present with 
information on services.

SideWalk Talk: there there to listen 

The OUR Center Board gets ready to serve cake celebrating three 
years of connecting, building and strengthening the community
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the committee heard pub-
lic testimony and during its 
same meeting held its work 
session approving the bill 
sending it to the Senate floor 
on May 15. The Senate had 
the second reading on the 
floor the next day (May 16) 
- the bill’s vote (a general 
file item) was set for Friday, 
then Moved to Monday, then 
Tuesday, then Wednesday 
and finally on Thursday May 
23 was voted on and passed 
19-2 in Nevada’s 21 person 
senate.

The bill now heads to the 
Secretary of State’s Office 
where it will be assigned a 
Question number for the No-
vember 2020 ballot.

Supporters of the bill, 
now headed to the people, 
say Nevada is a much dif-
ferent place than it was two 
decades ago when “The Pro-
tection of Marriage Act” was 
passed overwhelming in two 
consecutive general elec-
tions.  The last poll taken on 
Marriage Equality in the Sil-
ver State showed Nevadans 
were 73% in favor of recog-
nizing all marriage regard-
less of gender.

Those in opposition, who 
spoke during public testimo-
ny during committee meet-
ings all cited “religious liber-
ties” as being endangered if 
the bill were to be passed.  
The number in opposition 
has greatly dwindled since 
the measure was first pro-
posed in 2013. The present 
opposition is based on this 
being a violation of “religious 

rights” where marriage is 
deeply rooted as between a 
man and a women.  

In 2000/2002 when voters 
approved the present mute 
language in the state con-
stitution defining marriage 
as between a man and a 
women, the opposition then 
mainly the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(LDS or Mormons) and the 
Coalition of the Protection of 
Marriage (now defunct and 
given no standing by the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals) out 
spent the NO on Question 2 
side by 4 to 1. LGBTQ forces 
and those in opposition did 
not have the financial means 
to defeat the initiative.

The move to remove the 
discriminatory language  be-
gan back in the 77th session 
of the Nevada Legislature 
(2013) as SJR (Senate Joint 
Resolution) 13 sponsored by 
David Parks, Pat Spearman 
and many others. The leg-
islation started the five-year 
process to amend the state 
constitution. It passed both 
the Senate and Assembly 
mostly along party lines in 
2013.

In the 78th Legislative 
session (2015) the Repub-
licans were in the major-
ity and even though the bill 
should have been heard, 
their leadership decided to 
not reintroduce the bill - ef-
fectively killing it.

Enter a new Assembly 
member Nelson Araujo in 
2017, from Las Vegas and 
a member of the LGBTQ 
community.  Standing on 
the steps of the Legislative 

Building days before the 
79th session was to start 
and announced he would in-
troduce legislation to amend 
that state’s constitution so 
it recognized all marriages 
regardless of gender to pro-
tect Nevadans against any 
change in the current court 
ordered status recognizing 
same-gender marriages due 
to the 2015 Obergefell v. 
Hodges case.

Again the legislation in 
2017 passed along party 
lines.

To change the constitu-
tion by legislation in Nevada 
it must pass in two consecu-
tive sessions of the Legisla-
ture and then a vote of the 
people. The 2000/2002 peo-
ple’s referendum had to pass 
in two consecutive general 
elections.

In the 80th session 
(2019), AJR2* was approved 
in the Assembly 37-2 with 2 
absent and 1 vacant, mean-
ing a super majority of both 
Republicans and Democrats 
supported the bill. The same 
was in the Senate with 19-2 
vote in its May 23 floor vote.

“Now, it is up to LGBTQ+ 
Nevadans and our allies 
to demonstrate the Silver 
State’s leadership on LG-
BTQ+ civil rights at the ballot 
box next year, ” Andre Wade, 
state Director for Silver State 
Equality, a state wide orga-
nization that advances civil 
rights and social justice by 
inspiring, advocating, and 
mobilizing through an inclu-
sive movement, said.

from page 1
To the people

tional AIDS Candlelight Me-
morial. The event happens 
the third Sunday each May 
across the globe in some 
100+ counties.

Robert Harding who is the 
president of NNOT, started 
the Memorial as those gath-
ered formed a circle.  

First to speak was Lenny 
Daigle, who spoke about how 
he has lived with the HIV in-
fection for decades while he 
has lost so many friends - 32 
friends, 2 cousins and a part-
ner to the disease affecting 
his life.

Robert Ashley spoke of 
what impact dealing with HIV 
in his life has been.

Nathan Militante, the new 
Health Educator with Wash-
oe County District Health, 
said he came because he 
wanted to hear the stories 
of those who have lives with 
AIDS. He is only 23 and has 
not seen the face of AIDS 
many who had gathered to 
remember those lost and 

those living with AIDS have 
faced.

Jennifer Howell, who is 
the coordinator for NNOT, 
has been working in the HIV/
AIDS field for decades said 
the support is very important, 
people tend to loose friends 
when they find out and sup-
port is lost. ”Breaking down 
barriers is very important. 
People need to be tested. 
People need to be on their 
medications,”

With the weather being 
inclement, organizers this 
year foregoed the traditional 
Candlelight walk along the 
Truckee RIver. This year, 
gathered in a circle people 
said names of those who 
have been lost, candles lit in 
remembrance.

The memorial was closed 
by Fred Kingman, of the Ne-
vada State Health Depart-
ment Office of HIV/AIDS. He 
said his office was focusing 
on reducing the stigma of 
HIV/AIDS and people telling 
their stories

memorial

from page 1

know how they feel, But 
many felt Amodei’s response 
was simply a move to let 
those who had filled out post-
cards know they had been 
received, but nothing would 
come of their options.

The e-mail was sent to 
those who had included it on 
their postcard. In the e-mail, 
all the current protections 
were cited by Amodei’s of-
fice. In part Amodei’s letter  
told what the Equality Act 
was and how it affected oth-
er federal antidiscrimination 
laws that exist. The Equality 

Act simply added protections 
for LGBTQ+ members  of the 
country in employment and 
public accommodation. Ba-
sically saying thanks for you 
opinion, but this bill is not 
needed.

That became evident to 
residents of the Second Ne-
vada Congressional District 
when their representative 
voted his party’s (Republi-
can) line, ignoring the feel-
ings of many  of his constitu-
ents, who support the bill .

Amodei’s seat is up for re-
election in November 2020.

from page 1
Equality NO

It used to be 
simply the OUR 
Center Gallery, 
but the creative 
minds of the 
OUR Center 
volunteers have 
renamed it- The 
Nevada Museum 
of OUT. A gallery 
art space that will 
feature a different local LGBTQ+ artist every six weeks or 
so on the gallery wall in the Center’s Great Room.

The “museum” is open to any LGBTQ+ artist and final 
selection of who will be displayed is made by a committee.

Artists must submit a portfolio to the committee to be 
considered. Pieces on display can be sold by the artist, 
with part of the proceeds donated to the Center.

The first artist to display was teenager Noah Sneed. 
On display starting June 1 will be Meredith Tanzer. It was 
a request of the majority of the committee, Ms. Tanzer be 
the second artist to display her works.

The Nevada Museum of OUT is open Tuesday to Fri-
day 2 pm to 8 pm and Saturday 10 am to 6 pm, when 
no meetings or activities are taking place in the Center’s 
Great Room.

Nevada Museum of OUT opens

Ten years, 100 mixers for Tahoe Pride
Ten years ago an incident 

occurred at a restaurant that 
prompted the creation of 
Lake Tahoe Pride. Now a de-
cade later, the group will hold 
its 100th mixer the second 
Tuesday in June.

The social group at the 
south end of Lake Tahoe has 
done many things in its de-
cade existence, from hosting 
its monthly mixers, to days 
at the beach, or hiking in the 
High Sierras, to an ice cream 
social or its pride walk.

On June 4, in the City 
of South Lake Tahoe coun-
cil chambers, the group will 
be honored by he city for its 
decade of service and ac-
tivities to enrich the lives of 
LGBTQ+ citizens at the lake. 
The meetings starts at 9 am 
and those wishing to attend 
should be there by 8:45 am.

For more information visit 
the Lake Tahoe Pride Face-
book of information about 
activities and events.

Spectrum at the Aces 

Take me out to the ballgame with Spectrum Northern Ne-
vada on Thursday, June 6 as the Aces take on the Nashville 
Sounds at 7:05 pm at Great Nevada Field . The day with the 
Aces is a fund raiser for the twenty-one year older social or-
ganization. Tickets are $12.00.

Tickets can be purchased online at https://groupmatics.
events/event/spectrumnorthern

The saga of
 Senator Shortcakeke III

Readers have asked 
about this cute adorable 
puppy and how it is doing. 

It is growing, having one 
of its owners ready to pull 
their hair out. But the pup 
still draws ooooo’s and ah-
hhh’s when out and about in 
its little carrier. She weights 
in a 4.2 pounds.

Pulse Remembered
and unity, understanding 
calling for the need to work 
together as the 49 lives lost 
are remember.

At the service the names 
of those lost are read aloud, 
a “G” toned bell is sounded. 
The “g” tone is the sound of 
the heart. A Candle is lit af-
ter seven names are read in 

their honor.
Reno residents respond-

ed in horror when the event 
occurred as social media 
rapidly spread the news. 
Nearly 400 people attended 
a quickly organized memo-
rial at the newly opened 
OUR Center to console each 
other.

from page 1

Senator Shortcake III

Anywhere in the park there are good seats for fans to watch AceBall

Tahoe Pride monthly mixers are still the most popular

Remembering those lost and those living to end the stigma of HIV/
AIDS being shield from the cold wind on the Wingfield Park stage
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