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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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NMOO, Seniors programs coming to OUR Center 

see The OC Page 3

see Closet Ball Page 2

Equality Day 2019 held at Nevada Legislature

Brit Margaret Snatcher takes crown 
at 41st Annual Closet Ball in Reno

It had been something Margaret Snatcher had wanted since the day 
after the 2018 Closet Ball to do drag. She even asked someone to sponsor 
her in the 2019 Closet Ball contest that day. That request, through the ef-
forts of her sponsor Adonna paid off as Reno resident, who is from Oxford, 
England, was crown Closet Ball Queen 2019 at the Ramada Reno before 
more than 100 people on Saturday, March 23.

“I’m having a great time,” Margaret told therenogaypage after being 
crowned. “ I was anxious and nervous about it all day, since I never have 
done drag. I didn’t know what to think when my name was called.”

The crowd at the event was young, full of the party spirit and set out to 
have a great time watching  the six men competing to be Closet Ball Queen. 
The contest is simple, each contestant is presented to the judges as the sex 
they were born. A timer is set for one hour and transformation takes place by 
a sponsor changing the contestant from birth sex to the opposite.

“This year I have been told that none of the contes-

Closet Ball producer and hostess Empress XL Hope Jewel Halston takes to the stage to announce the winner of the 2019 Closet Ball with the six 
contestants and their sponsors in the Convention Center of the Ramada Reno in downtown Reno on Saturday, March 23.

There were
Bunnies!

Rumors had been circulating 
as they do in the LGBTQ+ com-
munity that P-FLAG (Parents- 
Family, Friends of Lesbians And 
Gay) is no longer in Reno. This is 
far from the truth.

“We are just doing a little bit 
of reorganizing,” Janie Comolet-
ti, executive director of P-FLAG 
Carson Region told therenogay-
page. “P-FLAG Carson Region 
will facilitate the monthly Reno 
P-FLAG meetings.  So the orga-
nization is definitely not leaving 
Reno.”

Reno has had ups and downs 
with maintaining a local P-FLAG 
chapter since the first one start-
ed in 1986.  The first chapter 
imploded for various reasons 
after just three years. The sec-
ond attempt struggled for over a 
decade before a brief re-emer-
gence. 

“Many times personalities get 
in the way of an organizations 

Equality Day at the Nevada 
Legislature is a day for the LG-
BTQ+ community to come to-
gether in the state’s capital and 
lobby members of Nevada’s Citi-
zen legislature on issues of con-
cern to the community.  

State Senator David Parks 
(D-Clark County), Nevada’s first 
openly LGBTQ+ lawmaker was 
instrumental in this year’s April 9 
event.  Senator Parks has been 
instrumental in much of the legis-
lation granting equality to Neva-
dans during his 23 years in the 
legislature.

Through the efforts of The Hu-
man Rights Campaign’s (HRC) 
Northern Nevada field represen-
tative Stephan Page, the day 
was informative, educational and 
attended by LGBTQ+ Nevadans 
from the north and the south.

In the OUR Center Great Room you will find a new gray wall  which soon will be the home 
of NMOO featuring local LGBTQ+ artists in a six week rotation

see P-FLAG Page 4

Yes there is a 
local P-FLAG

Volunteers are the heart and 
soul of OUR Center (OC), the 
LGBTQ+ Community Center in 
Reno.  If it wasn’t for volunteers, 
the center could not operate. 
Since opening three years ago, 
there are NO paid staff mem-
bers, only volunteers from its 
board of directors, to front desk 
staff and programing facilitators.

“Volunteers make us run,” 
Meredith Tanzer told therenogay-
page. “We have volunteer train-
ing and orientation once a month 
for anyone interested.”

If interested in volunteering 
at the OC, simply head over to 
the OUR Center Reno Facebook 
page and fill out the online volun-
teer form. 

The OC opened in April 2016 
with a two day grand opening af-
ter seven and half years of hard 
work to fund raise and create a 
sustainable LGBTQ+ community 
center.  The OC has funding to 
operate and a three year reserve 
to make sure this community 
driven project is open and pro-
viding services.

At present the OC is working 
on updating its resource guide 
and website to provide current 
and accurate community infor-
mation. The OC is used by many 
passing through the Biggest Lit-

ACLU tells Elko Schools it’s violating the law 

see Bunnies Page 2

see Equality Day Page 3

see Elko schools Page 2

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) Ne-
vada has sent a letter detailing the federal and state 
laws the Elko County School is violating based on 
its recent decision not to allow students who iden-
tify as a gender nor listed on their birth certificate.

This is not the first time the Elko County School 
District has been accused of discriminating against  
a transgender student.  In 2015 and 2016, the 
school district’s board 
decided not to change 
its existing regulations 
regarding bathroom 
use.

Currently Elko policy 
mandates students use 
school facilities, such 
as bathrooms, locker 
rooms and showers 

based on the sex assigned at birth.
The ACLU has suggested that the Elko policy 

violates Nevada Revised Statues dealing with pub-
lic accommodation, which prohibits discrimination 
based on gender identity. The ACLU also cites cur-
rent Nevada Department of Education regulations 
regarding transgender students. The Dept. of Ed 
policy states that rules are determined by local dis-

tricts on a case by case 
basis because the dis-
trict purpose is to edu-
cate students.

Elko School District‘s 
policy says “it will on a 
case by case basis bal-
anced with the rights 
and desires of all stu-

The OC Anniversary Party 
This Saturday starting at Noon OUR Center will 

celebrate its third anniversary with an afternoon 
of activities. There will be music, the opening of 
NMOO, featuring a LGBTQ artist, food truck and a 
birthday cake, as become a tradition at the Center 
located at 1745 South Wells Ave, in Reno.

Attendees of this year’s Equality Day at the Nevada Legislature pose as group on the Legislative Building stairs

Margaret Snatcher with her hus-
band Thomas White

OUR Center’s Bunnies 
and Brunch is a community 
outreach project started to 
build, strengthen and connect 
the LGBTQ+ community and 
the general community by of-
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tants had ever been in heels 
before,” Empress Savannah 
Jewel, who co emceed, told 
the audience. “I think that’s a 
lie!!!  I think they go shopping 
in them, go do errands or the 
housework, do the dishes in 
them, the way they are walk-
ing around in those heels!”

SoJu, a contestant from 
Season 11 of RuPaul’s Drag 
Race was a special guest 
and judge at Reno’s Closet 
Ball.

“I think its wonderful,” 
SoJu said when asked what 
she thought about Closet 
Ball. “I like that its all ages.”

She was also surprised 
that the event had been go-
ing on more than 40 years.

For contestants the trans-
formation is the biggest por-
tion of their score as Closet 
Ball is a transformation from 
one sex to another.

Competing for this year’s 
crown were Michael (Marue 
St. James Davenport Du-
pree); Sam Alleyn (Margaret 

Snatcher): Joshua Ragnarok 
(Shania Taint); Carlos Lopez 
(Anita Richards); Robert Su-
lak (Kara Rose); and Benja-
min Colling (Bunny Mead-
ows).

Kara Rose, travels from 
Tahoe to be involved in the 
community as there is little to 
no drag in the Tahoe Basin, 
let alone a drag bar, said that 
she had a great time and is 
looking forward to doing 
more drag in the future.

“We have been talking 
with people at the Lake,” 
Kara Rose said. “We both 
graduated together (pointing 
to her sponsor Kylee Rose). 
We would really like to start 
something regular at the 
Lake. People there are ready 
for it including the tourists.”

“I have come full circle 
tonight,” Shapey told the- 
renogaypage. “...first as a 
contestant and now a spon-
sor.”

Sharpey, a reigning Impe-
rial Crown Princess Royale 
and former Closet Ball con-
testant sponsored Joshua 
Ragnarok.

She also brought the 
house down when she 
opened the show with 
“hieeee” a song done by Ru-
paul Drag Race contestant 
Alaska.

Entertainers during the 
hour long transformation  do-
nated their tips to the eve-
nings charities.

dents.”
Elko School District’s cur-

rent policy also violates Title 
IX and the Equal protection 
under the law clause of the 
U.S. Constitution, according 
to the ACLU Nevada letters.

At a recent meeting in 
March, the Elko School 
Board voted to maintain its 
status quo, when again the 
matter of transgender stu-
dents was brought up at a 
board meeting concerning 
facility use.

For the last four years, 
the Elko County School 
Board has faced the issue 
of its gender non-conform-
ing  policy and held stead 
fast against change. For-
mer Attorney General Adam 
Laxalt even sided with the 
Elko School Board saying 
the federal government was 
over stepping its   right to self 
government.

During the 2017 legis-
lative session the ACLU 
worked hard to get gender 
and gender identity part of 
Nevada’s public accommo-
dations law to prohibit dis-
crimination.

Transformation begins

Contestants are transformed from the sex they were born to the opposite sex 
by their drag queen sponsor at Closet Ball.

from page 1

from page 1
Elko Schools

Closet Ball

Sharpey brings the house down with 
her opening number

fering a free family friendly 
event at Reno’s McKinley 
Arts and Culture Center.

OUR Center board mem-
bers and volunteers put the 
event together stuffing Eas-
ter eggs, gathering items for 
brunch and setting up the 
event on the lawn in front of 
the Arts and Cultural Center. 
More than 100 adults, kids 
and pups took part in the 

Bunnies
from page 1

event on Saturday April 20. 
Activities included a brunch. 
easter egg hunt and plenty of 
games.

Prizes were awarded to 
the kids with the most easter 
eggs. This year Lily lead the 
way with 36 eggs followed by 
Phoenix with 22 and Lydia 
with 18.

“People are really having 
a good time and enjoying this 
simple event for everyone,” 
one attendee was overheard 
saying. “Someone needs to 
thank them for all their hard 
work to make this happen.”

The Bunnies and Brunch 
event is in its fourth year and 
gets bigger every year.

Pictured below is a small 
look at the activities that hap-
pened at the McKinley Arts 
and Culture Center when the 
community comes togeth-
er. The family friendly free 
event, simply brings people 
together.

Harvey Milk Day set for McKinley Arts on May 17
Harvey Milk was a pio-

neer as a gay man who de-
cided to become involved 
in politics. After several at-
tempts, Milk was elected to 
the San Francisco County 
Commission as the first 
openly gay elected official in 
the United States. 

Milk was also a coali-
tion builder, bringing many 
groups together to work for 
the common good. 

OUR Center in 2012 
started the tradition of hon-
oring the gay icon around 
his birthday, May 22, to hon-
or those who have lead the 
fight for equality locally.

The first observance was 
simple: a few speeches and 
some entertainment. The 
second year a full fledged 
event began along with the 
MilkMade Awards.

The MilkMade Awards 
are given to individuals or 
organizations nominated by 
the community for Leader of 
Tomorrow (some one under 
30), Trailblazer (some one 
over 50), Community Build-

er, Political Ally and Out-
standing Ally.

Nominations are now be-
ing accepted through May 5. 
Nominations can be made 
through the OUR Center 
Facebook page.

To make the evening 
more fun, a Pasta Sauce 
contest was added to the 
event. Those attending 
are given a muffin pan and 
pasta. They then visit the 
organizations or groups that 
have entered the contest, 
voting for the one they liked 
the best. Tickets are $10 at 
the door.

For more information on 
Harvey Milk Day in Reno 
visit the OUR Center Reno 
website or Facebook page.

AIDS Candlelight Memorial
set for City Plaza May 19

Reno’s Northern Ne-
vada Outreach Team 
(NNOT) will host the 30th 
annual Reno  AIDS Can-
dlelight Memorial in City 
Plaza (Believe) Plaza on 
Sunday. May 19th at 7 pm. 
This years theme is Inten-
sifying the Fight for Health 
and Rights.

The event is part of the 
International AIDS Can-

dlelight Memorial grass roots event held around the world 
annually the third Sunday of May to educate and honor those 
lost or those living the HIV/AIDS. 

Events scheduled for Reno’s event include several short 
speeches at Reno’s Believe sign, a candlelight walk along 
the Truckee River to Wingfield Park and the planting of a 
pinwheel flower garden to remember those friends, family 
and loved ones lost to the pandemic.

For more information visit the NNOT Reno Facebook 
page.

Spectrum sets June 6 for
annual AceBall outing

It is a tradition for Spec-
trum Northern Nevada to 
annually attend a Reno 
Ace’s baseball game at 
Greater Nevada Field.  
This year the group is us-
ing the event as a fund 
raiser for the organization 
that provides activities out-
side the bars for its mem-
bers.

June 6 is the date 
set for this years Ace-
Ball game, as the Triple 
A Baseball organization 
would say.  Tickets are 
available online at https://

groupmatics.events/event/
spectrumnorthern. Tickets 
are $12 each with a por-
tion being donated by the 
Ace’s back to Spectrum.

Along with the baseball 
game, Spectrum summer 
activities include an an-
nual picnic usually at the 
Galena Creek Park at the 
base of Mt Rose. No date 
has been announced for 
the picnic as of press time.



How we got here, 
and how we get out.

I’m sure you saw 
the article from the 
RGJ, most likely 
shared on facebook, 
that Washoe County 
is one of the least af-
fordable counties in the US.  
How could you not have 
seen it – the housing market 
is everyone’s third favorite 
topic, after themselves and 
the weather.  I have issues 
with almost all articles about housing, but 
this one seemed pretty balanced.  Ill even 
go so far as to stipulate that our median 
home is more expensive that the median 
wage earning family can afford.  But this 
is not a “homes are too expensive” situ-
ation.  It’s a “there aren’t enough homes” 
situation.  

Thanks to the hard work former Gov-
ernor Sandoval has done, coupled with 
the amazing efforts of the Economic De-
velopment Authority of Western Nevada, 
we are seeing a transformation in our 
area, and that transformation will drive 
our economy for years to come.  The 
benefits of our area are myriad: 15 hour 
drive to every major port on the US west 
coast; no inventory tax; low property tax-
es; generous incentives for relocation.  
Reno/Sparks is good for business, and 
business is good here.

Because of our growth and natural 
advantages, more ‘New-vadans’ are on 
the way – 25,000 in the last four years 
have come to the Truckee Meadows, and 
25,000 more are on the way within the 
next five.  Studies indicate this train is not 
stopping.

All our new neighbors are increas-
ing demand on a constrained supply of 
housing.  You may not like it, and you 
may not want Reno/Sparks to change, 
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ge The day began with a  yo-
gurt bar sponsored by OUR 
Center, the LGBTQ+ com-
munity center in Reno.

 Page then presented one 
of the best presentations on 
how to lobby your legislature 
and the workings of the po-
litical process in Nevada. 

“The quick training ses-

tle City or those new to the 
area to learn about the LG-
BTQ+ community and what it 
has to offer. Prior to the OC 
opening in April 2016, there 
was not one place people 
could go to find out about the 
LGBTQ+ community.

From its inception, The 
OC knew two needs the com-
munity had were to serve 
LGBTQ+ youth and Seniors. 

It started Homies (Hands 
on Movement Including Ev-
eryone) for those 13-20. The 
program was just rejuvenat-
ed and is meeting regularly 
again thanks to facilitators 
Bailey Clark-Watkins and Ol-
ivia Piccirlli-Platt. The group 
allows teens and youth to 
come together and be in a 
safe, welcoming, friendly en-
vironment. The next meeting 
of the group will be May 11 at   
the OC beginning at  12noon. 
Homies can be reached at 
info@ourcenterreno.org.

Aging with Pride, the 
new programs for Seniors 
will be launched with a kick 
off during Older Americans 
month on May 23. Older 
LGBTQA Nevadans Day 
@ OUR Center will fea-
ture a luncheon, beanbag 
baseball demonstration and 
game and conclude with the 
screening of the movie Kinky 
Boots.

In June for those 50+, 
OC will launch the First Sat-
urday of the month events 
which will feature the Rain-
bow Pancake breakfast and 
afternoon Seniors dance, 
with DJ. There will be a 
monthly S5 (Seniors, Sand-
wiches, Salads, Soups and 
Socialization) Luncheon the 
4th Thursday of the month. 
Weekly programs to start 
will be Seniors Create, Tues-
days noon to 2:30. Beanbag 
Baseball will practice on 
Tuesday and Thursday from 
2:30 to 4:30 with the goal of 
establishing an OUR Center 
team to compete against the 
other 9 local teams in this 
popular Senior sport and ac-
tivity. For information about 
Senior programs at the OC 
email: seniors@ourcenter-
reno.org.

The OC is hosting its third 
anniversary celebration on 
April 27 from Noon to 4 pm 
throughout the facilities.

As part of the day’s activi-
ties, NMOO (you will have to 
be at the April 27  event to 
find out what NMOO is) will 
be introduced to the commu-
nity.  NMOO is a wall in the 
OC’s Great Room where a 
local LGBTQ+ artist can dis-
play and sell their works. The 
artwork and featured artist 
will change every six weeks. 
First invited to display is a 
teenager from Sparks, Noah, 
who is excited as this is the 
first public showing for his 
works.

Planned for July or Au-
gust is an LGBTQ+ Craft 
Faire where community 
members can display and 
sell things that they make. 
Details are still be worked on 
for the event. Watch the OC 
Facebook page for informa-
tion.

Harvey Milk Day will be 
held May 17 at the McKinley 
Arts and Culture Center.

OUT and About is a new 
program being coordinated 
by Tim Allison. Monthly, 
there will be events out in the 
community like roller skating, 
bowling, miniature golf or an 
evening at the zoo.

Street Talk is also a new 
program coming to OUR 
Center but it actually takes 
place on the city streets. It is 
about listening to people and 
being supportive.

Game Night is a new 
event held at the Center. 
Just come pick from the wide 
variety of games at the Cen-
ter and have fun while social-
izing.

The biggest fund raiser of 
the year for OC is its annual 
Northern Nevada Pride and 
Community Parade set for 
Saturday July 27 in Wingfield 
Park.  The 2019 edition will 
feature Todrick Hall  as Spe-
cial Guest on the Wingfield 
Amphitheatre Stage. The 
Cimmunity Parade will ago 
head down Virginia Steet 
This Events start Friday 
night with Drag Wars and 
conclude on Sunday with a 
Pride Brunch.

For more information 
about OUR Center visit their 
Facebook page or website: 
OURCenterReno.org. For 
information on Northern Ne-
vada Pride visit their Face-
book page or website: North-
ernNevadaPride.org.

The OC
from page 1

but it’s already hap-
pening – fast, and 
its changing for the 
better.  But growth is 
never comfortable, 
and badly managed 
growth is a disaster. 
We have to hold our 

leaders accountable to make 
sure it happens correctly.  

If we’ve had the pleasure 
of sharing a cocktail and chat-
ting about the housing market, 
none of this will be new, but 

here is what our leaders MUST do in order 
secure a brighter future for us all:

Increase density dramatically;
Remove the authority of the State Fire 

Marshall to artificially constrain upward 
growth in counties with populations over 
400,000;

Build NOW (don’t worry, we’re not run-
ning out of open space);

Invest in education at all levels, since 
our new economy needs educated workers 
and cities need educated citizens;

Maintain a business-friendly environ-
ment for all business stakeholders (includ-
ing workers);

Re-evaluate our ridiculous property-tax 
scheme which is strangling municipalities 
of much needed funds;

Promote sustainable home ownership 
wherever possible, especially among those 
cohorts that are historically underserved;

Read Ed Glaeser’s Triumph of the City, 
and;

WORK TOGETHER.
I’ve been here 15 years, and Reno es-

sentially ended at Meadowood when I 
moved here.  That Reno is gone, and a new 
Reno is coming – and it’s going to be just as 
good as old Reno, just in different ways.  If 
we just have the courage to not mess it up.

sion is designed to acquaint 
members of the community 
with the proper way to speak 
to legislators about bills un-
der consideration,” Page 
told those attending Equality 
Day. Page also presented a 
small list of bills that the HRC  
was involved in promoting 
passage this session.

Something new this 

from page 1

Equality Day
Equality Day was a press 
event in front of the legis-
lature building. Four sitting 
State Senators and organi-
zation representatives gave 
brief speeches.

Senators David Parks (D-
Clark County), Pat Spear-
man (D-Las Vegas),   Michele 
Schieble (D-Las Vegas) and 
Dallas Harris (D-Clark Coun-
ty) spoke to those gathered 
in front of the Legislature 
Building. Briana Escamilla, 
HRC Nevada State Manag-
er; Sherrie Scaffidi, of TAG; 
AJ Holly Huth, The Center 
Las Vegas; Holly Welborn if 
ACLU Nevada and Janine 
Comoletti, P-FLAG Carson 
Region also spoke.

During the speeches, 
Sherrie Scaffidi said she was 
strongly considering a run for 
political office in 2020. There 
was applause and whispers 
of “Run Sherrie Run” heard 
in the crowd. Ms. Scaffidi 
has worked hard as a lobby-
ist in the legislature working 
for transgender rights.  Ms. 
Scaffidi has made no formal 
announcement of being a 

candidate as of yet.
After the press confer-

ence, members of the LG-
BTQ+ community were seat-
ed on the Senate floor during 

the floor session being intro-
duced by the Senators they 
were sitting with.

Senator David Parks pre-
sented a proclamation hon-
oring the 50 years since the 
Stonewall Inn riots that cre-
ated the modern day Equal 

Rights movement in June 
1969.

Making Equality Day suc-
cessful came through the 

Stephan Page discusses “how to lobby” at Equality Day

efforts of OUR Center; The 
Center, the Las Vegas LG-
BTQ Community Center; P-
FLAG Carson Region; Silver 
State Equality; Transgender 
Allies Group (TAG); ACLU 
Nevada, all coordinated by 
HRC Nevada.  The HRC 
team of Brianna Escamilla, 
Stephan Page and Alyssa 
Cortez brought together the 
collective of Nevada LG-
BTQ+ groups for Equality 
Day.

Nevada State Senate floor before session full of guests for Equality Day. Autism 
Day and The Las Vegas Cancer Center

Briana Escamilla speaks to open the Equality Day Press conference

Nevada LGBTQA State Senators: Michelle Schieble. Dallas Harris, David Park 
and Pat Spearman

The front window changes each month 
at the OC 

P-Flag Carson Region president and 
TAG member Sherrie Scaffidi says “she 

just might run!”
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principles and values,” a 
former member of the Reno 
P-FLAG chapter told the- 
renogaypage.

According to Ms. Como-
letti there is still alot of work 
to do in Nevada, especially 
the rurals where family, 
friends and allies still need 
an organization to help them 
understand and cope with a 
gay member of the family.

“Right now Douglas 
County (Mnden/Gardnerv-
ille) need the most help from 

our organization.” Ms,. Co-
moletti said. “I have worked 
hard to establish “partners” 
in many counties in northern 
Nevada. I can always find 
someone who can help!”

Lyon County, just to the 
east of Carson City, has had 
students transfer to Carson 
because School District offi-
cials says there are no “gay” 
people in their schools.

Nevada has one of the 
highest rates of suicide 
amongst young people in the 
nation who identify as LG-

BTQ+.
The Reno meetings of 

P-FLAG are the third Thurs-
day of each month in the 
Northern Nevada H.O.P.E.S. 
Community Room, 580 West 
Fifth Street, Reno. Carson 
Region chapter president 
Sherrie Scaffidi is the mod-
erator of the group.

P-FLAG Carson Region 
can be reached by email at: 
pflagcarson@gmail.com or 
visit their website: pflagcar-
son.org

from page 1
P-FLAG

AJ Palomar  opens TransDay of Visibility at OUR Center 

Stephan Page, Brianna Escamilla, Rachel Williams, AJ Palomar, Wes McK-
illan, Katie Cartwright and Sam Olson.

Recorded video message from Nevada Senator Cortez-Mastro

Many local LGBTQ+ 
community have seen this 
same protester during the 
2018 Pride Festival and Pa-
rade wandering around with 
his battery powdered sound 
system. He appeared again. 
April 4, on the sidewalk in 
front of OUR Center, the lo-
cal LGBTQ+ Community 
Center.

Because there were chil-
dren present at the Center 
and the language he was 
using was determined by the 
volunteer as inappropriate, 
Reno Police were called.

The police spoke with the 
gentleman and then left. The 

protester did remain at the 
Center for about an hour.

In Reno, it is illegal to 
impeded traffic either in the 
street or on the sidewalk or 
prevent a business from con-
ducting its business.

Reno Police informed 
therenogaypage that the 
concept that amplified sound 
outside the designed free 
speech zone without a per-
mit as illegal was not cor-
rect according the Reno City 
Attorney.  Protesters have 
the right to free speech and 
have the right to do so with-
out interference regardless 
of what is being said.

During the recent protest 
at OUR Center, the protester 
identified himself with the 
Salt and Light Brigade and 
the Nevada Master Citizens.  
The Salt and Light Brigade’s 
motto is “protect the flock 
with a glock”.  The Salt and 
Light Brigade is associated 
with Pass the Salt Ministries 
headed by former football 
coach Dave Daubenmine  
who heads Pass the Salt 
Ministries, based in Ohio, a 
known hate group according 
to the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. 

Further investigation by 
therenogaypage discovered 
the protestor had been at the 
Center previously according 
to neighbors.

Following the incident 
on April 4, The Reno Police 

The 2019 edition of the 
OutWest Film Festival will be 
held at the Nevada Museum 
of Art’s (NMOA) Theatre on 
Saturday, May 18 with two 
sessions scheduled and a 
Sunday, May 19 session at 
Bruka Theatre

The annual festival will 
feature the film Light in the 
Water, about the history of 
the West Hollywood Aquatics 
Masters Swim Team created 
in 1982.  The film documents 
the teams efforts in the first 
“Gay Games” held in San 
Francisco, through the AIDS 
crisis and up to the present.

Liz Bartlet, the films di-
rector is a native and lives 
in Reno and Taj Paxton, ex-
ecutive director and head of 
Logo documentary films, will 
be on hand for a Q and A af-
ter the films screening during 
session one.  Session one 
begins at 3 pm.

Light in the Water is a film 
festival award winner in Par-
is, London, Santa Barbara, 
Scotland and Palm Springs. 
A television version of the 
film appeared on the Logo 
network in 2018. 

Session two, Saturday 
Shorts, begins at 6 pm fea-
turing international, regional 
shorts and local films.

Chez Louie, the cafe at 
the museum, will be open 
between sessions offering a 
cash bar and small bites for 
sale. 

Sunday’s Shorts session 
will be at the Bruka Theatre 
on  North Virginia Street, 
downtown Reno at 1 pm.

Proceeds from the Out-
West Film Festival benefit 
OUR Center, the local LG-
BTQ+ Community Center, 
The Nevada Museum of Art 
and Bruka Theatre.

Tickets for each Satur-
day session are $10. $8 
for museum members and 
students. There is an early 
bird special price for $8 also 

OutWest film fest May 18/19 in Reno 
available.  Tickets are avail-
able at nevadaart.org under 
events. or at Chez Louie, for 
Saturdays sessions. Tickets 
for the Sunday Shorts ses-
sion at Bruka are available 
at outwestfilmfest.org.

A festival pass covering 
all three sessions will be 
available through the Out-
West Film Fest website.

The festival has been 
around since 2015 and tran-
sitioned to an OUR Center 
produced event in 2017. A 
Lake Tahoe version of the 
festival is scheduled for Oc-
tober.

Over 100 shorts were 
screens for the two Shorts 
sessions that are scheduled.

Accolades for Ace Studios

Department informed the 
community there was no 
immediate threat and to be 
non-confrontational if they 

Protester takes up position in front of OUR Center

TransDay of Visiblity Reno

encounter the protester.
Police are in the process 

of trying to identify the man 
and determine if the Salt and 
Light Brigade have a serious 
presence in Northern Ne-
vada.

Local authorities says if 
you can get pictures safely 
do so and send them to 
them. But only if it can be 
done safely -- not confronta-
tionally.

Of course in the age of 
social media, it exploded 
with disbelief and some an-
ger.  Posts said they wanted 
to come and counter protest. 
Police advise against that 
sort of action.

The best facebook com-
ment came from a former 
LGBTQ+ Assemblyperson 
who said “ I think he was full 
of Chick-fill-A!”

The National Association of Gay and Lesbian Real Es-
tate Professionals (NAGLREP) Northern Nevada Chapter 
and the Nevada Human Rights Campaign (HRC) teamed 
up for a brunch and panel discussion on Transgender 
Rights for TransDay of Visibility in Reno on Sunday March 
31. The event was held at OUR Center and partial pro-
ceeds went to the Trevor Project.

Nevada U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto sent a 
video message to the group in support of TransDay of Vis-
ibility and the work being done towards Equality.

Brunch was provided by NAGLREP and the panel ar-
ranged by the HRC’s Stephan Page, the Northern Nevada 
organizer.

On the panel were Katie Cartwright, Rachel Williams, 
Wes McKillan and Courtney Rodarte, who told their stories 
about transitioning and the issues that face them in their 
daily lives. Brianna Escamilla, Nevada State HRC Man-
ager served as the panels moderator. It is a scary thing to give 

up a steady job with a steady 
paycheck, but for a small lo-
cal business, that gamble 
has really paid off as it was 
recently awarded the Ne-
vada Business Magazines 
Whippersnapper Family 
Owned Business Award.

Ace Studios is  a multime-
dia marketing and creative 
agency run by husbands 
Kurt  and Chris Thigpen 
opened in 2016. They said 
they saw a need for a one 
stop agency solution for cli-
ents. Since opening, their 
client list continues to grow. 
There business was recog-
nized for its innovativeness 
and hard work.

“We were honestly 
shocked to be nominat-
ed, Kurt Thigpen told the- 
renogaypage, “... as we didn’t 
know we were even on the 
magazine’s radar. To have 
won was a bigger shock, and 
of course an honor.,” 

Kurt is the company’s 
CEO and says that he has 
to be careful where he dedi-
cates his time to. This year 

he has served as the first 
LGBTQ+ president of AAF 
Reno.

“We do collaborate and 
partner up with different 
agencies and vendors in the 
community depending on the 
client or project we have go-
ing on,” Kurt said.

Kurt says that by running 
the company full time there is 
more time to spend with cli-
ents and develop campaigns 
to grow their business suc-
cessfully.

therenogaypage asked 
the Thigpens what they 
would recommend for some-
one who would like to start 
their own small business.

“My advice would be to 
start small , be smart and 
strategic,” Kurt said. “...Too 
many folks make the mis-
take of starting with big over-
heads. Keep expenses low, 
and focus on building a qual-
ity service or product, and 
networking.”

Ace Studio is located 
at 3500 Lakeside Ct. Suite 
214 or visit their website:  
acestudios.co or facebook 
page: Ace Studios

Get a puppy someone 
said to two friends -- so here 
is Senator Shortcake, III. Of 
course we all know puppies 
keep their own schedule until 
they learn your routine. The 
couple even puppytized the 
house. Shortcake now is al-
most as tall as a pineapple.

The NMOA Theatre during last year’s OutWest Film Fest

The Protester at Pride 2018

Senator Shortcake, III

Protester infront of OUR Center
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It started because of an 

incident at a local business 
where members of the LG-
BTQ+ felt discriminated 
against. Now ten years later 
Tahoe Pride, a social orga-
nization located at the south 
end of the lake is thriving. 
Greg Cremeans, one of the 
founding members of Tahoe 
Pride is still involved today.

“Originally, Lake Tahoe 
Pride began as a way for 
our community to get to-
gether, socialize, make new 
friends all the while being 
visible in the community,” 
Greg Cremeans, member of 
the Tahoe Pride Board told 
therenogaypage. “Since the 
early days we have flown the 
Pride flag and throughout the 
years posted many photos 
on social media, which has 
been the original outlet for 
most of our communication, 
and continues to be the driv-
ing platform for our events 
and meet-ups.”

Lake Tahoe Pride cel-
ebrated its first decade 

through  LGBTQ+ communi-
ty mixers, beach days, hikes 
and Sunday Brunch get to-
gethers.   In June the orga-

Tahoe Pride finishes its first decade

nization will host its 100th 
mixer.

Unlike Reno. The south 
end of the lake lacks a “gay” 
bar since the last one closed 
more than a decade ago, But 
that hasn’t stopped Tahoe 
Pride as they have sought 
out local venues that are LG-
BTQ+ friendly.

“Currently, on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month 
the mixer rotation is Sidellis, 
Sidelines, Blue Angel, and 
Macduff’s.” Cremeans told 
therenogaypage. “All these 
have been super welcoming 
over the years and actually 
Sidellis is gay owned and 
operated.”

According to Cremeans, 
the group is very loosely 
organized but does have a 
board of directors. The group 
has morphed and changed 
over the decade, but holds 
true to why it was created - 
to bring members of the LG-
BTQ+ community together, 
making friends and social-

ization.
“In 2019 we have taken 

steps to be more engaged 
and have resumed momen-

tum with increased atten-
dance at our mixers, Pride 
brunches, and meetups,” 
Cremeans said. “Our big-
gest achievement as a group 
has been the creation of the 
Lake Tahoe Pride Equality 
scholarship at the local com-
munity college here.”

Lake Tahoe Pride in its 
early years did have Pride 
weekends that included, a 
Pride Walk along the lake 
and Hwy 50 (Lake Tahoe 
Blvd.), mixers, dances, 
hikes, beach parties, camp-
outs, and even an all ages 
ice-cream social.

“It was a lot of fun and also 
a lot of work for a seasonal 

Get Ready for Bea Bingo 
and Brunch at Sassafras

Have you had the op-
portunity for see Western 
Nevada’s own Bea Arthur? 
If you haven’t you will get 
the opportunity to do so as 
Carson City’s own Adam 
Whitney transforms into 
the lovable character from 
Golden Girls and Maude 
for a fund raising event at 
Sassafras Eclectic Food 
Joint in Carson City on 
May 11 at 11 am or 2 pm.

The event will benefit 
the 5th annual Sassabration/Nevada Pride festival to 
be held July 13 in the parking lot of the restaurant.

Tickets to this event are $50 and include a South-
ern Style buffet, bingo games and entertainment said 
to be rip roaring side splitting by the amazing talents of 
Whitney as Bea Arthur. Whitney has served as Grand 
Marshall of the events “Bike” parade through Carson 
City every year.

For tickets or information visit the Sassafras website 
or call (775) 884-4471.

RBLS in San Francisco
for Sisters 40 anniversary

(above) Sister Daffodil Deau, San Francisco Sister Roma and Guard 
Muther (right) Sister Daff, Guard Muther and Sister Bella de Ball
(above) Sister Daffodil Deau, San Francisco Sister Roma and Guard 
Muther (right) Sister Daff, Guard Muther and Sister Bella de Ball

(above) Sister Dee Flower and Guard Muther  (right)  Sister Bella

Easter Sunday marked the 40th Anniversary of the mani-
festation of the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence in San Fran-
cisco. Sisters, from houses across the globe convened in the 
City by the Bay to celebrate the historic occasion. 

 In 2019, Reno’s House, The Biggest Little Sisters cel-
ebrated their 10th anniversary in March. The Sisters have 
been on hiatus locally but will be retuning to community in-
volvement soon.

Mothership lands for 22nd time

Annually for Easter weekend, Mothership (formerly 
Trannyshack) make the 4 hours bus ride from San Fran-
cisco to the Biggest Little City, with a lunch stop around 
Auburn.  This year a drag parade took place on Arlington 
Ave and show at FaceNV. The weekend ended before the 
trip home with Easter Brunch at the Silver Legacy.

local base of volunteers,” 
Cremeans said. “Recently 
there has been a rekindled 
enthusiasm to have a Pride 
festival here on the South 
Shore and we welcome the 
discussion. What has been 
most important to us is that 
what ever we do that it gives 
to our local LGBTQ+ com-
munity an outlet to be ones-
self, brings visibility, as well 
as shows respect for the lo-
cal LGBTQ+ community and 
what we hold as important. 
This includes all the outdoor 
activities that Lake Tahoe af-
fords and that we live, work, 
and live here.”

Lake Tahoe Pride is a 
volunteer based group and 
the governing board has 
changed over the years but 
presently it consist of its 
founder Gregory Cremeans, 
Tommy Tee, Brenda Knox, 
John Simmonds, and Onawa 
Corry.

Besides the scholarship 
Lake Tahoe Pride is current-
ly trying to raise $2,500 by 
June 1 for a brick commemo-
rating the decade of Equality 
Tahoe Pride has created in 
the south and east shores.

“This year we want to cel-
ebrate our 10th anniversary,” 
Cremeans said. “...raising 
funds to have a 12”x12” brick 
placed on the behalf of the 
friends of Lake Tahoe Pride 
at the Coyote Plaza at Lake 
Tahoe Community College. 
The funds raised for the brick 
benefit the Promise program 
at Lake Tahoe Community 
College.”

There is a link to donate 
on the Tahoe Pride group 
page.

Lake Tahoe Pride has 
tried to be a part of other 
groups and organizations 
that promote the LGBTQ+ 
community including sup-
porting and working with the 
GSA at South Tahoe High, 
the Friends of Ally at Lake 
Tahoe Community College, 
and hosting numerous meet-
ups at film festivals, baseball 
games, and LGBTQ+ events 
in Carson, Reno, and Sacra-
mento over the years.

Tahoe Pride holds a monthly mixer the second Tuesday of each month

Of course they ski

Bea Arthur hosted the Sassabration activities on the stage

From the one woman show, 
Adam Whitney as Bea Arthur

Third Sunday meet-up for brunch is the newest event for Tahoe Pride

With all the natural beauty, a mountain hike for Tahoe Pride

and why not a beach party in the Land of Blue, Lake Tahoe



6
Pa

ge
Ap

ril
 23

,  2
01

9
th

er
en

og
ay

pa
ge


