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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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Believe (it)! Reno is an HRC Equality City

Believe Plaza, across the street from Reno City Hall and along the Truckee River, was the site of the Human Right Campaign press conference announcing Reno 
had become a Municipal Equality Index City based on its 2018 score of 100.  Reno became the 78th city to make the index.

It couldn’t have been a more 
perfect day, National Coming 
Out Day October 11,  for the Hu-
man Rights Campaign to come 
to Reno and announce the Big-
gest Little City in the World has 
become the 78th city to make the 
HRC Municipal Equity Index. To 
make the Index a city needs to 
score 100. 

“I am very competitive,” Reno 
Mayor Hillary Schieve said at the 
press conference to announce 
the 2018 Municipal Equality In-
dex. “We have worked very hard 
to achieve diversity, inclusion 
and acceptance in Reno.”

JoDee Winterhof, Senior 
Vice-President for Policy and 
Political Affairs was in Reno to 

Group effort for Red Tie Affair for World AIDS Day
World AIDS Day has long 

been an awareness, education 
and fund raising day for HIV/
AIDS related services locally 
hosted by the Northern Nevada 
Outreach Team (NNOT). This 
year, December 1 is on a Sat-
urday and NNOT has teamed 
up with five other businesses 
and organizations to host a day 
of events and activities they 
are calling A Red Tie Affair.

Joining NNOT will be OUR 
Center, the local GLBTQ+ 
community Center; Northern 
Nevada H.O.P.E.S., a local 
Federal Qualified Health Cen-
ter and HIV/AIDS Service pro-

vider; FacesNV, a local 
GLBTQ+ NightClub, Sin-
ful Entertainment and the 
Silver Dollar Court, the 
oldest GLBTQ+ social and 
philanthropic organization 
in the State of Nevada.

NNOT has come up 
with a unique participa-
tion enticement by hosting 
the Red Tie Affair Raffle. 
Those participating can 
obtain a map at any of the  
participating locations. 
Participants then get their 
map stamped by attend-
ing events during the day. 

Veterans support at OUR Center 

GLBTQ+ who have left the 
military can find solace and 
comfort from a Veterans group 
being hosted at OUR Center  
and proctored by Sherri Scaffi-
di, a veteran, the  fourth Tues-
day of each month at 5:30 pm.

The meeting is not only a 
support group for GLBTQ+ 
veterans but also a place 
where they can discover the 
benefits offered by Sierra Ne-
vada Health Care System 
(The local Veterans Hospital 
group).

“This group lets GLBTQ+ 
veterans know that they are 

not alone,” Ms. Scaffidi told 
therenogaypage. “There are 
alot of GBTQ+ Vets and we 
are here to support them.”

The local VA Care facil-
ity has representatives at the 
OUR Center meetings to pro-
vide with assistance to get 
benefits, answer questions 
and provide information about 
safe spaces and employees at 
the VA. They also offer infor-
mation about employment to 
veterans available in the VA 
Health Care system.

Ms. Scaffidi said some-
times GLBTQ+ veterans feel 
out of place asking certain 
questions or seeking informa-
tion about issues they face in 
an environment not perceived 
to be GLBTQ+ friendly. OUR 
Center offers a safe space.

The Local VA Health Care 
group has been named a 
leader in GLBTQ+ health care 
equality by the Human Rights 
Campaign since 2015.

The Reno Sparks Chapter of 
the National Association of Gay 
and Lesbian Real Estate Pro-
fessions (NAGLREP) presented 
a check for $780 to the Trevor 
Project from a raffle they held 
during Northern Nevada Pride at 
their booth.

Members of the organization  

wanted to give back to the com-
munity so they donated raffle 
prizes to this project.

 Members of the Leadership 
team, Mayor Hillary Schieve and 
a representative from the Trevor 
project accepted the donation in 
the Mayor’s office

Local NAGLREP gives back
Trevor Project gets donation

Members of the local NAGLREP Leadership Team, Mayor Hillary Schieve and 
representatives from the Trevor Project meet in the Mayor’s Office .

Panel moderator YeVonne Allen with panelist Makinna Belvoir, Nicholas Allen, 
Lex Coulter, Paco Lachoy and AJ MIller at the OUR Center’s NCOD panel.

OUR Center 
GLBTQ+ Hxstory

month
See Page 3

Walking through the Closet Door
stories told at OUR Center NCOD

OC/NYEP gearing up for Point In Time 
Every January for the past 

several years, OUR Center, the 
local GLBTQ+ community Cen-
ter and Nevada Youth Empow-
erment Project (NYEP) team 
together for the Point In Time 

homeless youth count in Wash-
oe County.  This year the “count” 
takes place the third week in 
January On the 24th) at Eddy 
House located at 423 East 6th 
Street in Reno.

The community is being 
asked to refer anyone who slept 
in one of the following the night 
before the count:: A House or 
Apartment with Other Young 
People: On the Street/Outdoors/
Park or River; On a Roof/in a 
Garage/Attic/Basement/Storage 
Structure; A Place in a House 
not a Bedroom (Kitchen, Couch, 
Bathroom);  In a Friend’s or Fam-
ily Member’s House on a Tem-
porary Basis; Sharing a Living 
Space with Another Family; Car/
Van/Camper; Abandoned Build-
ing.

Currently, the local Home-

see Red Tie Page 3
see  Equality Index Page 2

see  Youth Count Page 4

Telling Our stories is the best 
way for members of the general 
community to get to know who 
we are and the struggles we 
have been through. Not every-
one’s “coming out” story is the 
same.

Most “coming out” stories tell 
of the clashes that happen when 
parents find out a son or daugh-
ter chooses to love someone of 
the same gender. Many times 
Parents don’t know how to deal 
with the discovery a child is gay. 
Some parents even surprise the 
child by understanding they are 
different. see Our Stories Page 2

On October 11, National 
Coming Out Day, OUR Center, 
the local GLBTQ+ Community 
Center, hosted a panel of five 
members from the community 
to share their stories about com-
ing out. Two were the clashes 
everyone fears, two were very 
public and one was from an ally 
who because of his support was 
“thought” to be gay.

YeVonne Allen, who is the 
Program Manager at Truckee 
Meadows Community College 
(TMCC) in the Office of Inclusion 
and Equity, served as the panel 
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From page 1

Interest Rates are Up.  So is Inventory.
After a bruising summer of bad headlines and an out-

of-control sellers market that left many home buyers feel-
ing battered, our lending markets have hit a long feared 
pain point in the real estate industry - 5% interest rates.  

So what does 5% interest rates mean?  Simply, that 
borrowing money costs more.  Some independent mort-
gage banks and traditional lenders use LIBOR (London 
Interbank Offer Rates), some use the Fed Rate, and 
some use the interest rate at the largest bank in Nevada 
to set their base rate, which in turn gets adjusted based 
on a buyers credit worthiness, assets, and other factors.  
The effect of these past, and the future effect of project-
ed, interest rate hikes means that, controlling for outside 
factors, buyers can afford less.  In a real world example, 
a buyer that qualified for a $350,000 mortgage with a 
3.125% rate only qualifies for a $280,000 mortgage at a 
5.125% rate.*

This erosion of buying power has sapped the sellers 
market of it’s momentum, resulting in decreasing home 
prices in the last quarter. 

It’s not all bad, though, as 5.125% rates are still re-
markably competitive and low, compared to the long term 
averages.  It’s safe to say these are the lowest rates we 
will see in a long time, barring economic catastrophe. 
This downward pressure due to softened buyer demand 
is resulting in fewer buyers, more homes for sale, in-
creased options, and stronger negotiating positions.

Just as an aside, one glaring thing missing from our 
local headlines - perhaps because it’s far too complicat-
ed to easily distill - is the monthly cost of home owner-
ship.  Your PITI + 10%payment (principal, interest, taxes 
and insurance plus 10 percent for upkeep) is the true 
magic number, not your interest rate.  If your PITI + 10% 
is below your affordability comfort level, then the interest 
rate and indeed the purchase price really don’t matter (as 
long as you qualify).  

Think of your cable bill: do you worry about what the 
TOTAL cost of your aggregated payment is, or are you 
focused on the monthly bill?  Think of your mortgage in 
the same way - a bill you’ll (probably) always have, just 
make sure it fits in your budget.  

There has been whispers of rent-control legislation to 
address our area’s housing crisis.  Home ownership is 
the safest, best form of rent control - your payments on 
traditional loans will only vary slightly year over year due 
to insurance costs and property tax increases, not the 
whims of a landlord.  If you can afford the payment on a 
home you love, is a slightly higher interest rate going to 
keep you up at night?  

If you’d like to take advantage of lower prices before 
interest rates go up again, as they are projected to do, 
contact us at the Olson Group of RE/MAX Realty Affili-
ates or any Lender- or REALTOR-member of NAGLREP 
Northern Nevada.  We’re here to help.

make the announcement in 
Believe Plaza. 

“We are proud of Reno 
having gained more than 
31 points in the past several 
years, by improving the ser-
vices offered to the GLBTQ+ 
community,” Ms Winterhof 
said. “This is a great accom-
plishment for the city and 
the community. Basically 
it means policies and laws 
to protect all citizens are in 
place.”

Reno scored 96 and re-
ceived an addition 6 bonus 
points to give it the 100 score 
needed to name it an Equal-
ity city on the index for the 
first time. Reno increased its 
score by 31 points in the last 
four years. The HRC Munici-
pal Equality Index began in 
2013.. Reno recently added 
a Human Rights Commis-
sion and has established li-
aisons with the community in 
both the Police Department 
and City Government. Oli-

ver Miller is the Reno Police 
Department liaison with the 
GLBTQ+ community while 
Mandy Bowler is the Liaison 
in the City Managers Office.

According to a press re-
lease from the City of Reno, 
the city has focused on being 
more inclusive through the 
efforts of work done by the 
city council and various city 
departments.

“We are an open and in-
clusive city,” City Manager 
Sabra Newbury said in a 
statement. She said that this 
will help with businesses 
looking to relocate to Reno

The Index is based on 
scores a city receives in 
non-discrimination laws, Mu-
nicipality laws and as an Em-
ployer, Municipal Services, 
Law Enforcement and Lead-
ership on GLBTQ+ Equality. 

Through the hard work 
of the GBLTQ+ community 
and its allies in Carson City 
the state has strong nondis-
crimination laws which pro-

tect against discrimination 
employment, Housing and 
public accommodations.

Also speaking at the 
press conference were Ne-
vada State Manager for the 
Human Rights Campaign 
Briana Escamilla, Transgen-
der Allies Group President 
Brooke Maylath, Command-
er Oliver Miller and Reno Hu-
man Rights Commissioner 
Sean Savoy. 

In the 2018 Municipal 
Equality Index, Reno is a 
featured success story along 
with Alabama, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and Brookings, 
South Dakota.

Reno joins other Nevada 
cities on the index - Las Ve-
gas, who made the index in 
2017, Paradise and Enter-
prise.  Sparks scored 44, 
Carson City and Elko scored 
50 on the 2018 Index. Fallon, 
South Lake Tahoe, Minden/
Gardnerville and Fernley 
were not scored on the in-
dex.

moderator attended by about 
30 people in the center’s 
Great Room.

Each panelist, Makinna 
Bolvoir, who with her wife 
are expecting their first child 
soon, Nicholas Allen, an ally; 
Lex Coulter, who identities 
as neither male or female; 
Paco Lachoy, editor/publish-
er of therenogaypage and 
A.J. Miller, a former morn-
ing radio announcer told 
their stories after introducing 
themselves to the audience. 

Miller told of how he chose 
to “Come Out” and said he 
even surprised himself when 
on his radio program he an-
nounced to the world he was 
“gay”. He was surprised by 
the open acceptance and 

From page 1

support he received. AJ is 
married.

Lachoy told of how he 
had been ducking in and out 
of the closet since he was 
17. But starting the newspa-
per 25 years ago blew the 
door off his closet. He said 
when he informed his mom 
her response was simply “we 
have been waiting for you 
to say something.” He said 
there was extreme support, 
something that is rare. Paco 
is single.

Lex told of her trying to 
tell her mom and how to go 
about it. She said there was 
conflict but in the end ac-
ceptance. She said it was a 
struggle to get to where she 
and her family are today. Lex 
has a significant other.

Nicholas told of how he 
was accepting and support-
ive of GLBTQ+ friends and 
family (he is the brother of 
YeVonne). He told of how 
because he is accepting, 
understanding and compas-
sionate, many times people 
think he is gay. He is not. 
Allies to members of the 
GLBTQ+ community are just 
as important as family mem-
bers when looking for sup-
port and acceptance. Nicho-
las is single.

Makinna, told of her 
struggle for acceptance and 
understanding in her family 
as she “came out”. It took a 
while but acceptance was 
achieved. She told of the 
struggle to get family to un-
derstand who she was. She 
is married.

After the stories were told, 
the audience was given the 
opportunity to ask questions.

Mom Hugs - Reno, a 
new group created follow-
ing Northern Nevada Pride, 
made their debut at NCOD 
at the center, wearing their 
newly designed t-shirts. 
They are a group of Moms, 
actually many different mem-
bers of the community, who 
has come together to simply 
give hugs to members of the 
GLBTQ+ community who do 

Don’t change the Pride Flag
the original represents all

Equality Index

Our Stories

The Pride Flag or Rain-
bow Flag created by Gilbert 
Baker was created with inclu-
sion of all of the community 
in 1978. It is believed it came 
from a flag from the Counter 
Culture (Hippie) movement 
was using on the 70’s which 
represented all humans.

Controversy raised it 
head in the United Stated 
in June of 2017 when Phila-
delphia added a black and 
brown strip to the Pride flag. 
for people who were margin-
alized.

They said the strips rep-
resented black and brown 
GLBTQ+ community mem-
bers. Many complained the 
additional stripes were un-
necessary and divisive. The 
flag was already inclusive 
representing what a commu-
nity is.

Long before the Philadel-

phia flag, the black strip, if 
and when used, represented 
those lost to HIV/AIDS, not 
the color of one’s skin.

Gay people in general 
are marginalized because of 
whom they choose to love. 
GLBTQ+ community mem-
bers do not stand out in a 
crowd as the community is 
made up of every possible 
combinations of people.

In Canada, Hillhurst Unit-
ed Church in Calgary, started 
flying its new version of the 
pride flag which includes 
a black, brown , light blue, 
light pink and white stripes. 
f.  Their black strip stands for 
people of color, the brown for 
indigenous peoples and the 
blue, pink and white repre-
sent the transgender com-
munity. Again many in the 
community protested and 
said both were unnecessary.

The Pride flag was origi-
nally eight stripes with each 
color representing some-
thing that makes up a com-
munity. Red for Life; Orange 
for Healing; Yellow for Sun-
light; Green for Nature; Indi-
go for Serenity and Violet for 
Spirit. Two other colors, Pink 
for Sex and Turquoise for 
Magic/Art were dropped be-
cause pink was hard to find 
at the time and eight strips 
made the flag too closely to 
reproduce.

The original Pride flags 
were hand sewn strips to-
gether and first displayed at 
the San Francisco Gay Free-
dom Day Celebration June 
25, 1978. The Pride Flag 
symbol was adopted world-
wide following a 1989 law 
suit to fly the flag.

The NCOD day audience and 
panel

Mom Hugs-Reno makes their 
debut at NCOD giving Hugs.

The Hillhurst United Church in Calgary, Canada created a new flag to 
include Transgender, people of color and indigenous peoples.

The Philadelphia flag hung at 
TMCC  for Coming Out Day

not have supportive family to 
be hugged by. Their group 
can be found on facebook: 
Mom Hugs-Reno.

OUR Center has hosted 
an annual NCOD event of 
some kind since 2010, even 

before it opened the Center 
in 2016. With the opening of 
the Center’s physical space, 
a NCOD panel has been 
hosted where people tell 
their stories of “coming out”.

By Sam Olson, Relator
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OUR Center celebrated October with Hxstory, Remembrance, Halloween

OUR Center, the two and 
half year old GLBTQ+ Com-
munity Center in Reno, cel-
ebrated GLBTG+ Hxstory 
month with a series of activi-
ties through the efforts of in-
tern Steph Landeros and vol-
unteer Tim Allison. The two 
teamed up to plan a series of 
talks to remind the commu-
nity of our hxstory, created 
a Dias de Los Muertos altar 
and celebrated the “biggest 
gay” holiday of the year Hal-
loween.

“Steph and I were talking 
and this sort of developed 
quickly,” Allison told ther-
enogaypage. “...So we went 
to work and created a series 
of three lectures to start.”

With National Coming 
Out Day (October 11) and 
Spirit Day (October 18), both 
Thursdays, the two planned 
their speakers series for 
each Thursday in October.

The speakers series 
started off with Trans Hxs-

tory and the Rise of Stone-
wall, followed by the annual 
NCOD panel; The Onset of 
HIV/AIDS: Life’s early depar-
ture and concluded with The 
ACLU Nevada on the Hxs-
tory of politics in Nevada.
Trans Hxstory and the Rise 
of Stonewall

Sylvia Rivera, a self iden-
tifying street queen street 
and Marsha P Johnson, an 
afro-american street queen 
were discussed for their 
roles in the Stonewall Inn 
riots, which took place the 
end of June 1969, creating 
the modern day “Gay Rights” 
Equality movement.

The Stonewall Inn was 
run by the NYC mob and 
did not have a liquor li-
cense. Customers were let 
in by the bouncer at the door 
who knew them. The bar 
was mostly male, but drag 
queens were admitted to 
provide entertainment.

Police raids, despite the 
weekly cash payments to the 
department, were made to 
arrest men dressed as wom-
en. Police harassment was 
common.

June 28,1969 that all 
changed when the transgen-
der and drag queen com-
munity simply drew a line in 
the sand and said enough is 
enough. Three days of night-
ly riots ensued  with crowds 
growing each night.

The riots started as by-
standers recalled that the 
woman, whose identity re-
mains unknown (Stormé De-
Larverie has been identified 
by some, including herself, 
as the woman, but accounts 
vary) sparked the crowd 

to fight when she looked at 
bystanders and shouted, 
“Why don’t you guys do 
something?” After an officer 
picked her up and heaved 
her into the back of the 
wagon, the crowd became a 
mob and went “berserk”: “It 
was at that moment that the 
scene became explosive.”
The Onset of HIV/AIDS: 
Life’s Early Departure

 Lenny Daigle, a volun-
teer at OUR Center  gave a 
moving presentation about 
how in the 1980’s HIV/AIDS 
began to decimate the gay 
male population where he 
was living in Houston at the 
time. But it wasn’t just an is-
sue in southern Texas, but in 
every major city in the United 
States.

Daigle bravely told his 
story about dealing with the 
disease, watching his friends 
die and all the struggles 
people faced though fam-
ily rejections and significant 
others losing everything be-
cause they were shut out by 
the family of their deceased 
loved one. Most places, sig-
nificant others couldn’t even 
visit a dying loved one if the 
family didn’t want them there. 

The stories told of deal-
ing with HIV/AIDS still need 
to be told as many who are 
living now have never seen 
the true face of AIDS.

Daigle said that he used 
to speak in the schools about 
AIDS through the Frontline 
speakers bureau. He still 
speaks to medical students 
at the University of Nevada, 
so they have a first hand ac-
count of what the disease is 
like, how it had been living 
with AIDS so there is com-
passion and understanding. 
AIDS is not a “gay” peoples 
disease as it was branded in 
the 1980’s, but one that can 
affect anyone

Today, medications have 
been improved and there is 
PrEP, but that is not the cure 
all to prevent the disease.
ACLU on the Hxstory of 
Politics in Nevada

  The final speaker talk-
ed about the contributions 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union Nevada chapter has 
contributed to the passage of 
laws protecting the GLBTQ+ 
community in the biennial 
legislature in Carson City.

 In 1993, the fledgling 

th
er

en
og

ay
pa

ge

Three events must be at-
tended to be entered into the 
raffle.

Raffle prize winners will 
be will be notified and an-
nounced the following day.  
At press time the following 
raffle prizes are amongst 
those available:  a Night Out 
from TheRow, with a night 
at the Silver Legacy, dinner 
for 2 at the Roxy, and tickets 
to the Laugh Factory. Good 
Luck Macbeth and Bruka 
Theaters have donated sea-
son tickets.

The day is set to start 
off at 10:30 am with brunch 
at an eatery or two in town. 
At press time the location(s) 
had not been finalized. De-
tails will be available on the 
NNOT Facebook page and 
the Northern Nevada HOPES 
website (NNHOPES.org).

Following Brunch, activi-
ties move to OUR Center at 
1745 So. Wells Ave for a film 
and panel discussion starting 
at 12:30. The Center will be 
showing the 1993 film Phila-
delphia, starting  Tom Hanks 
and Denzel Washington.

Our Center continues to 
be the where World AIDS 
Day activities are happen-
ing as LatinX Pride Gamers 
starts at 2:30 pm. The Wash-
oe County District Health will 

be offering free HIV/AIDS 
tests.

Over at Northern Nevada  
H.O.P.E.S. starting at 2 pm 
will be Primp and PrEP until 
6 pm. H.O.P.E.S. will provide 
free rapid HIV/AIDS Testing 
(Change Point) along with 
information on PrEP and ac-
cessing it. MAC Cosmetics 
Artists will be available for 
free make-up services.

The annual AIDS Benefit 
Gala will take place at Sam-
my’s Showroom at Harrah’s  
in downtown Reno. Doors 
open at 7 pm and Show at 8. 
Tickets are $10 at the door.

The annual Silver Dollar 
Court event gives 90% of the 
proceeds to the Residence 
Program of Northern Nevada 
H.O.P.E.S. The Residence 
Program provides financial 
assistance to those with an 
AIDS diagnosis who do not 
qualify for other programs.

Hosted by Empress XL 
Hope Jewel-Halston and 
Empress XXXVI and XXX-
VIII Chanel, this years event 
will feature a special guest 
appearance by RuPaul sea-
son 1 contestant Orginia, 
who cam out as HIV positive 
during the contest.

Orginia is from Los An-
geles and views drag as  an 
artistic expression, as an 

outlet for a woman, stuck in 
a gay man’s body to come 
out and let loose. She views 
drag as liberating to perform 
and transform her imagery of 
performing into reality.

Empress Chanel (Chris 
Mulhern) is currently seek-
ing raffle and silent auction 
donations. If you wish to do-
nate, please contact her or 
Empress Hope (Cody Koch). 

Empress XXXII and XLIII 
Taryn Thur-U and Empress 
XLIV Betty Booger will be 
coming from Sacramento to 
assist with the evenings ac-
tivities.  

The night will feature drag 
performance, entertainment, 
a silent auction and raffle.

Following the AIDS Ben-
efit Gala, the final event of 
the day will be the Red Dress 
After Party at FacesNV, 239 
West Second Street in down-
town Reno. The event is 
sponsored by FacesNV and 
Sinful Entertainment. There 
is no cover if you attended 
the AIDS Benefit, otherwise 
it is $5 at the door.

Attendees, both men and 
women are being asked to 
dig in their closet or head to 
Savers. Junkee, or any thrift 
shop and find a red dress for 
the After Party. 

Red Tie
From page 1

group PLAN (Progessive 
Leadership Alliance of Ne-
vada) along with the ACLU 
and several other groups 
worked hard to over turned 
the century old sodomy law 
in the state. They were suc-
cessful and the “infamous 
crimes against nature law” 
was stricken from Nevada’s 
revised statutes.

Nevada, even in 1993, 
was progressive due to the 
hard work of then State Sen-
ator Lori Lipman Brown, Rabi 
Myra Sofier, Lee Plotkin and 
Bob Fulkerson. Their work 
was instrumental in the bill 
passing. Jeanine Hansen of 
the Eagle Family Forum and 
Independent American Party 
and Lynn Chapman lead the 
opposition, as they due to-
day, against any GLBTQ+ 
Equality.

During the presentation 
it was pointed out Nevada 
is a state is perceived to be 
red and conservative, but 
actually has many GLBTQ+ 
protections in its state stat-
ues to protect against work 
place discrimination, public 
accommodations and gen-
der identity and expression. 
Marriage Equality came 
through a Ninth Circuit Court 

of Appeals decision, which 
stuck down the constitutional 
amendment defining mar-
riage as between one man 
and one woman passed in 
2000 and 2002.

Also discussed was 
Equality Day in Carson City, 
which has been held each 
legislative session since 
2009. It is a day GLBTQ+  
Nevadans gather in the state 
capital, meet with legislators 
and lobby for bills currently 
under consideration. The 
ACLU Nevada has been in-
strumental in doing training 
on how to lobby legislators at 
Equality Day.

The ACLU Nevada hopes 
to conduct several training 
classes on lobbying in the 
legislature in January before 
the 2019 session begins the 
first Monday of February for 
120 days.

As the speakers series 
was set up, the idea was 
born to have a Dias de Los 
Muertos (Days of the Dead) 
altar, which is a latin tradition 
honoring the dead, for the 
victims of the Pulse Night-
Club shooting in 2016, who 
were mainly latin.  The altar 
was placed near the main 
entrance to OUR Center 
and not only celebrated the 
49 lives lost in Orlando, but 
also Harvey Milk, Slyvia Ri-
vera, Marsha P Johnson and 
Frieda Kahlo who all were 
hxstoric GLBTQ+ icons.

The month closed with 
the celebration of a long 
standing and biggest “gay”: 
holiday of the year- Hallow-
een. The Center offered trick 
or treating and other activi-
ties for families and their chil-
dren along with those young 
at heart. The movie Hallow-
eenTown was also shown in 
the Great Room to conclude 
the Safe Halloween at the 
center.

Spectrum Holiday Party set 
Spectrum Northern Ne-

vada will host its annual 
Holiday Party in the Ormsby 
Room of Harrah’s Reno’s 
Convention Center of Satur-
day December 15. The party 
gets started at 6 pm with a 
cash bar and buffet.

Tickets to the event are 
$25 for members and $35 for 
non members that includes a 
years membership in the organization started in 1998.

Deadline for reservations to the Holiday Party is De-
cember 10. Payment can be made via the Specturmnv.
org/join.html website or by sending a check or money 
order to P O Box  336 Reno, NV 89504, make sure to 
include what your payment is for like Holiday Party or 
membership. Members who joined last Holiday Party may 
need to renew their membership.

Lenny Daigle talks about AIDS

Discussion on how the ACLU Nevada has helped with legislation.

The Dias de Los Muertos altar honoring lives lost and gay icons Of course there were costumes

Decorations for the “gay” holiday were inside and out of the building
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Plan to Join Us In Wingfield Park in       

Northern Nevada Pride is the major fund raising event for OUR Center a  501(c)3 organization  serving the GLBTQ+ community

November 11   Veterans Day
November 20 Transgender Remembrance Day

November 22     Thanksgiving
November 23   Family Day

December 1    World AIDS Day
December 2   Hanukkah   (through December 10)  

December 6    St. Nicholas Day
December 13    St. Luica Day

December 23    Festius
December 25    Christmas

December 26   Boxing Day
Kwanzaa (through Januaty 1)

December 31  New Years Eve
 January 1   New Years Day

Wearing Purple failed in Reno 
This year there wasn’t 

much purple showing up 
around the Biggest Little 
City to bring attention to 
bullying of the GLBTQ+ 
Community on Spirit Day, 
October 18. Spirit Day 
began in 2010, by a Ca-
nadian teenager, Brit-
tany McMillian, following a 
string of much publicized 
GLBTQ+ suicides caused 
by bullying, one of which 
was college student Tyler 
Clementi.

In 2010, Reno went all 
out for Spirit Day, a day 
where the color purple is 
simply worn to bring atten-
tion to the bullying of mem-
bers of the GLBTQ+ com-
munity, especially youth 
where suicide rates are 
high. 

That first year, the color 
purple was seen on local 
news anchors, places peo-
ple went, in work places, 
schools and at a political 
rally with Vice-President 
Joe Biden  spoke at the 

University, especial those 
standing behind him.

This year that was not 
the case. Purple was al-
most non existent.  “I for-
got” “I didn’t have anything 
purple” to even “What’s 
Spirit Day?”

Outside Reno, since 
2016 Spirit Day, a day of 
awareness sponsored by 
GLAAD, has become the 
largest and most visible 
anti-bullying campaign in 
the world. It is a simple 
way to draw attention to 
bullying just by wearing the 
color purple for the day. 
Purple on the Pride flag 
represents “Spirit” of the 
community something that 
is strong, unwavering and 
vibrant.

Spirit Day in its short 8 
year history has become 
a recognized “gay” holi-
day in October along with 
National Coming Out Day 
and Halloween (The real 
Nevada Day for true Neva-
dans).

Whether you celebrate one, two or all of these holidays

Happy Holidays 
from Our family to yours

July  2019

less Youth count is looking 
for  the donation of $10 gift 
cards and small flashlights. 
Their facebook posting also 
says they are seeking to  col-
lecting incentives -- Sleeping 
Bags, Tents, Salon Services,  
Back Packs, New Socks, 
New Underwear, Laundry 
Mat Vouchers. They use 
these incentives to give to 
the young people that took 
the surveys.

OUR Center and NYEP 
are also seeking volunteers 
to man the Homeless Point 
In Time site to hand out and 
collect surveys.

Signing up to volunteer 
will be simple. The Point In 

Time Count will soon list a 
website to sign up on. Simply 
review the options listed you 
can volunteer for and choose 
those who wish or can do. 
It’s that easy to sign-up.

In 2018, the count was at 
Eddy House, having moved 
from West Street Plaza and 
73 were counted in the 24 
hour count, of which 20% 
identified at GLBTQ+. It is 
estimated there are nearly 
1,000 homeless youth (18-24 
years of age). The surveyed 
number is down slightly from 
2016 when 99 were counted  
in West Street Plaza, a loca-
tion known to be a hangout 
for homeless youth.

Youth Count 
From page 1

Holiday Concert
set by chorus

The Nevada Gay Men’s 
Chorus will host its ninth an-
nual holiday concert at Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 200 Is-
land Ave. in downtown Reno 
on Friday, December 14 at 
7:30 pm.

This year’s concert asks 
those attending to bask in the 
warmth and Joy of the Songs 
from the holiday season. It 
will feature holiday classics 
like; Good King Wences-
las and Stille Nacht (Silent 
Night), to fun and festive 
numbers like The Biggest 
Brightest Holiday Lights and 
Jingle Bells, to the serene 
beauty of Alleluia and See, 
Amid the Winter’s Snow, this 
concert has something for 
everyone.

Tickets are $20 general 
and $15 seniors and stu-
dents with id. They are avail-
able at showclix.com or from 
chorus members.


