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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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Sassabration parade marches down Carson Street

Northern Nevada Pride sees explosion of the rainbow

SDC holds Investitures after handing out $22,000
From Under the Arch: The CommUNITY Pride Parade started under the famous Reno landmark to start the 7th annual parade

Northern Nevada Pride 2018 
was easily the largest attended 
Pride event in the 31 year history 
of celebrations in the area. More 
that 12,000 people kept Wing-
field Park, in the heart of down-
town Reno, packed most of the 
day, July 28.

“It is great to see the diversi-
ty,” a spokesperson for Northern 
Nevada Pride told therenogay-
page. “Look at the families, the 
allies and GLBTQ+ community 
members that are here simply to 
have a good time and celebrate 
diversity.”

The weekend events, all part 
of Reno’s Artown month long 
celebration of Arts and Culture, 
started Friday Night with The Art 
of Drag, better known as Drag 
Wars, and ended with a pool 
party at the Grand Sierra. Not to 
mention all the activities at all the 
bars and the introduction of the 
Rainbow Pride Crawl.

“I can’t believe how many 
people are here,” Tim Hulak, 
Sparks, told therenogaypage, “I 
have been coming to this event 
since it started and this is the 
biggest non-stop crowd that I 
have seen.”

Even organizers, who were 
expecting an increase in at-
tendance, were amazed by the 
turnout.

“They just kept coming,” Brian 
Jensen who is in charge of the 
festival grounds for Northern Ne-
vada Pride said. “..There was a 
line down First Street before we 
opened the gates. This is amaz-
ing!”

“I think it makes a big differ-
ence too with just one Pride festi-
val,” Sandy Bennett, Reno, said. 
“When there were two, a couple  
of weeks apart, there was con-
fusion and split attendance. We 
have one celebration of diversity 
and look at the turn out --WOW!”

Drag Wars
The kick-off event for North-

ern Nevada Pride saw nearly 400 
people attending the Harrah’s 
Plaza event that features various 
contests between Drag Kings 
and Drag Queens.  Jillian Hel-
get and Meredith Tanzer came 

Aradia stole the  show at Pride

The oldest GLBTQ+ organi-
zation in the State of Nevada, 
The Silver Dollar Court (SDC), 
donated $22.000 to their chari-
ties for the year as the final event 
of the  XLII reign of Emperor Jed 
Spendlove and Empress Savan-
nah Jewel.

NYEP (Nevada Youth Em-
powerment Program) and Just In 
Hope Foundation were the chari-
ties  for the year selected at In-
vestitures the previous July.

“This was the culmination of a 
years worth of hard work by my 
Empress and myself,” Emperor 
Jed Spendlove said in a face-
book posting. “We presented  
our two wonderful charities with 
funds we raised. Congratulations 
to Nevada Youth Empowerment 
Project and Justin Hope Founda-

tion. We hope the $11,000 you 
each received helps further the 
growth of your organization and 
enriches the lives of those you 
serve!”

Checks were presented to the 
directors of each of the charities 
by the XLII Emperor and Em-
press and newly elected Presi-
dent of the Board Cody Koch.

Newly Elected Emperor 
Casey Heide and Empress 
Nikki Vuitton created their court 
on July 13 at Faces when they 
held Investitures. Investitures is 
a night when the Emperor and 

Do you like to run, walk, skip or hop?
Until now there has not been an orga-

nized group after Frontrunner Reno ceased 
to exist. Here comes Emily Purdy who loves 
to put on her shoes and hit the road.

“I was looking for a GLBTQ+ running 
group,” Ms. Purdy told therenogaypage. “I 
couldn’t find one so I created the Biggest 
Little Rainbow Runners.”

Despite the smoke and air quality near-
ing the unhealthy range, the first run/walk 
was held August 4. The route was 3 miles.

The group hopes to grow. For informa-
tion on Biggest Little Rainbow Runners con-
tact Emily Rose Prudy on Facebook.

The fourth edition of Sassa-
bration was held July 14 at 
Carson Hot Springs, featuring 
a bicycle parade that moved up 
Carson Street from the Brewery 

Arts Center and past the State 
Capitol building.

The celebration of Pride be-
gan when the owners of Sassa-
fras Eclectic Food Joint wanted 

to give back to their community 
who came out to support them 
when they lost their lease on 
space in downtown Carson City.

“We wanted to give back,” 
Jayme Watt, who is the execu-
tive director of Sassabration, 
said. “We wanted to show that 

Hot Springs, a distance of about 
four miles, officially kicks-off the 
days activities when it reach the 
Hot Springs.. Participants are 

Group organizes for runners
“It really gave 

me a warm feeling!” 
Aradia told ther-
enogaypage. “My 
dad taught me to 
sew, and both my 
parents have been 
so supportive of this 
career!  It was crazy 
to feel so much love 
and support coming 
at you when you’re 
finally doing something you’ve 
wanted to do for a long time! 
And I’m so thankful for this 
community, so many support-
ive, beautiful people!”

Aradia made her fist stage 
appearance, in drag, and 
performed before more than 

1,500 people at 
Northern Nevada 
Pride on July 28.  
Doing drag was 
something she 
says she wanted 
to do for a long 
time and through 
the encourage-
ment of friends 
she found a wig, 
made an outfit 

and hit the stage just like a pro-
- bringing the house down by  
garnering a standing ovation.

Aradia is not stranger to 
performing as she is a male 
dancer. She has been work-
ing on a cruise line for the past 

see Pride 2018 Page 4see SDC donation Page 2

see Sassabration Page 2

Carson is a very diverse place. 
Sassabration is a festival of mu-
sic, diversity, equality and unity.”

Carson City didn’t have a 
pride celebration four years ago. 
Now it has with Sassabration 
which is also being called Ne-
vada Pride by organizers.

The “drag” bike parade from 
the Brewery Arts Center to the 

Man on a Mission
in Carson City

(see story page 3)

see Aradia Page 2

Empress Nikki Vuitton an Emperor 
Casey Heide at SDC Investitures

Stephanie Nicole LeDream 
congratulates Aradia

Adam and Jayme at Sassabration

USS Nevada Pirate Ship makes its way on Carson St. in front of the capitol
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Empress gives out titles to 
create their court for the 
XLIII reign.  Titles given out 
names each member of the 
XLIII Court with candy titles

Emperor Casey will be 
known as the Scrumptious 
Delicious Chocolate Starfish 
Emperor and the Empress 
shall be known as the Can-
dy Coated Sugar Baby Em-
press. The Imperial Crown 
Princesses Sharpey and 
Adonna were named along 
with Duke Jose and Duchess 
Drucilla Vuitton. Those in at-
tendance are able to vote for 
the charities the Court will be 
raising money for this year. 
The charities for this reign 
will be Seniors in Service 
and Northern Nevada Chil-
dren’s Cancer Foundation. 

This will be the second time 
the Children’s Cancer Foun-
dation will be a beneficiary. 
Eddy House was the third 
charity that was under con-
sideration. Those in atten-
dance purchased tickets and 
put them in the bucket of the 
charity to cast a vote.

The SDC elected new 
officers at its July meeting. 
Cody Koch (Hope Jewel) is 
president, James Timmons 
(Savannah Jewel), vice-
president; Austin McDaniel 
(Sharpey) secretary and Jed 
Spendlove, treasurer. The 
Silver Dollar Court meets the 
first Thursday of the month 
at the Ramada Reno, 1000 
East Sixth Street at 6:30 pm. 
The meetings are open to 
the public.

The roar of 
the Pride Lion is 
back on the soft-
ball field after a 
short hiatus. Reno 
Pride is participat-
ing on the 2018 
City of Reno Sum-
mer League Adult 
Softball League on 
Tuesday Nights in 
the Co-ed Novice 
division. This week 
is the last week 
people can join the 
team for this sea-

son.
Laina Galeazzi, who heads Reno Pride Sports, organized 

the rebirth of the local GLBTQA softball team for this 10 week 
season. Game times vary week to week and games are 
played either at the Reno Sports Complex (RSC) on N. Vir-
ginia Street, just north 
of the University or at 
the Idlewild Complex 
next to the California 
Building. The season 
began July 24.

In the first game, 
Reno Pride came out 
on top 8-5 over Nice 
Assay. The second 
week, Reno Pride 
rolled 14 to 4 over 
Imbib. The wins have 
Reno Pride presently 
in a three way tie for 
first place in the six 
team Tuesday night 
division.

The remaining schedule for the season are:
Tuesday August 7         Idlewild 3     7:35p   Clearance Rack
Tuesday August 14       RSC 1         7:35p    burks pro
 Tuesday August 21      RSC 2         8:40p    Flatliners
 Tuesday August 28      RSC 3         7:35p    Nice Assay
 Tuesday September 4 RSC 4         6:30p    Imbib
 Tuesday September 11 Idlewild 3   7:35p   Clearance Rack
 Tuesday September 18 RSC 1       8:40p    burks pro
 Tuesday September 25 RSC 2       8:40p    Flatliners

Reno Pride Sports will be concentrating on softball for 
now and actively building their reputation as a sports minded 
organization. 

For information about Reno Pride or its parent Reno 
Pride Sports visit their facebook Page: Reno Pride Sports

Reno Pride softball is back
SDC donations

 Mayor created the Rainbow R Awards to honor GLBT+ citizens

three years and will be return-
ing soon for her next contact.

therenogaypage asked 
Aradia if she plans to per-
form again in Reno when and 
where. Aradia said she doesn’t 
know as she is looking at per-
forming someplace where all 
entertainers are welcome. 
She will be retuning to Florida 
soon to begin rehearsals for 
her cruise line job.

Aradia was born in Fair-
banks, Alaska and moved to 
Carson City at a young age. 
When not out to sea, dancing 
aboard a cruise ship, Carson 
Ciy still is home. 

She said while playing 
baseball at age 9 she was do-
ing cartwheels in the out field 
so dance was a natural fit. She 
has won dance competitions 
and dance scholarships.

“Hip-Hop was my first style 
of dance,” Aradia told ther-
enogaypage. “I trained, and 
still train in every style! I used 

to train in dance for about 24-
28 hours a week, and now I 
am a professional dancer on 
a cruise line. This gig was my 
first in drag, thanks in huge 
part to Monique Manzo! But I 
have dressed up in drag be-
fore. I also used to love doing 
makeup. And would do make-
up just for the day.”

With her performance on 
the Amphitheater Pride Main 
Stage she took the crowd by 
surprise. There were loud 
cheers when she would do 
legs kicks, flips and somer-
saults.

“My plans for Aradia is to 
continue to grow her,” She told 
therenogaypage. “I’m always 
watching and looking at drag 
queens, makeup, fashion, 

from page 1

from page 1

Aradia

asked to decorate their bikes 
with the colors of the rain-
bow. This year, grand mar-
shal Adam Whitney, a Car-
son City native, rode aboard 
the USS Nevada, a burning 
man pirate ship art car, to 
lead the parade.

As the bike parade en-
ters the festival grounds, the 
festival gets underway. Each 
year participation in the pa-
rade and festival grows.

“People come out and 
support,” Whitney said in an 
interview on KNVC-LP. “We 
want to bring people from 
Reno, Las Vegas, the Lake, 
from everywhere to Carson 
to celebrate Pride in the 
state’s capital.”

There were 39 vendors 
occupying the space in the 
Sassafras parking lot. 

“This is the largest num-
ber of vendors we have ever 
had,” Jayme Watt said. “We 
had the Mayor of Carson 
Bob Crowell and Reno’s 
Mayor Hillary Schieve spoke 
to open the festival on the 
outdoor stage.  Sassabration 
also has an inside stage in 
the restaurant.

We have all kinds of peo-
ple attend,” Jayme Watts 
said. “Parents come out to 
support their kids, friends 
come out to support their 
friends, Everyone has a 
great time.”

With two stages music 
was non stop from Noon 
til after 9 pm.  Carson Hot 
Springs also offered free ad-
mission from Noon to 6 pm 
during the festival.

This year’s beneficiaries 
were TAG (Transgender Allies 
Group), Ron Wood Family Re-
source Center and P-FLAG- 
Carson Region.

Sassabration
from page 1

hair, etc. on social media and 
always coming up with new 
costumes that I want to do 
with my dad! And we’ve come 
up with some cool stuff, so I’m 
excited to get creating!”

What is ahead of Aradia”
She hopes to move to Los 

Angeles after she finishes 
her next cruise ship contract. 
There she plans to pursue 
drag and continue to dance.

Her main goal is to purse 
a position on RuPaul’s Drag 
Race. She is targeting season 
14 for that to happen.

“I would love for Aradia to 
continue, Drag has become a 
need, and a passion!” Aradia 
said.

But where did the name 
Aradia (A-rah-dee-a) come 
from?

She says she ran through 
lots of names before deciding 
on  Aradia, who is the daugh-
ter of the Queen of Witches 
Diana and Lucifer from Italian 
lore.

“The name Aradia came a 
long way, going through many, 
many names. But it was my fa-
vorite, I liked how it sounded, 
and I thought, “This us going 
to become me”. so I wanted to 
be called something I like, So 
Aradia it was!”

therenogaypage page re-
ceived many inquires as to 
who this “outstanding“ “kick-
ass” new drag queen was. 
Now you know.

The Little 
Rainbow 
Shoppe

When you walk into 
OUR Center at 1745 So. 
Wells Ave. you will dis-
cover tucked in the front 
corner a tiny little Rainbow 
Shoppe. The shop was 
opened to offer members 
of the GLBTQ+ community 
a place to be able to buy 
Rainbow paraphernalia.

“Proceeds go back into 
inventory or expanding the 
selection,” Meredith Tanzer, 
vice-president and Direc-
tor of Programming said. 
“The shoppe currently has 
many items unlike when 
we opened. We have made 
progress in what we carry 
and it is a revenue stream 
for the Center.”

The shoppe has a wide 
variety of t-shirts, tank tops, 
flags, hats and various oth-
er things, including jewelry.

“The Little Rainbow 
Shoppe” is open the same 
hours as the Center; Tues-
day to Thursday 2 pm to 8 
pm; Friday, 2pm-10pm and 
Saturday 9 am to 6 pm. The 
Center is closed on Sunday 
and Monday.

Reno’s Mayor Hillary 
Schieve, a longtime ally of 
the GLBTQ+ community 
in Reno, created a special 
award to honor citizenry who 
promote diversity, under-
stand and awareness.

“Reno needed to step 
up,” Mayor Schieve told ther-
enogaypage. “So I created 
the Rainbow R Awards to do 
just that, honor those who 

stand out in promoting a pos-
itive image and understand-
ing in the Biggest Little City.”

The Awards began at 
the Mayor’s Pride Party in 
2017. The event is also a 
fund raiser for OUR Center, 
The Silver Dollar Court and 
NALA (the Northern Nevada 
Leadership Alliance) held at 
FacesNV.

The Mayor says that peo-
ple can submit a letter to her 
office telling why a person  
should be awarded a Rain-
bow R Award. From those 
letters the most deserving  
will presented the award at 
the party.

This year’s recipients 
were Aaron Salazar, who was 
critically injured when some-
how he left a train approach-
ing Truckee. His mother An-

gie Barnett and grandmother 
Claudia Matheiu were pres-
ent to accept the award.. A 
second Award was given to 
Allison Clift-Jennings.

The first awards were 
given to the members of 
the Northern Nevada Pride 
Committee, Cody Koch, 
Terry Seide, Emperor Jed 
Spendlove, Empress Savan-
nah Jewel, and Sean Savoy.

Aradia on stage at Pride

Troy, Berta and Laina at Northern Nevada  
Pride 2017 promoting Reno Pride Sports

The Reno Pride softball team original logo

Present the SDC donation to Just In Hope Foundation

Presenting the check to the Nevada Youth Empowerment Program 

Mayor Hillary Schieve presenting 
the Rainbow R Awards
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Splash Reno is completely remodeled

OUR Center and the 
Reno Aces are teaming up 
again to host the second an-
nual Pride Night at Greater 
Nevada Field on Thursday 
August 16 at 7:05pm  as the 
Reno takes on the Salt Lake 
City Bees.

Pride Night in Reno start-
ed last year as a promotion 
by the Reno Aces to show 
support for the GLBTQ+ 
community and the Aces or-
ganizations diversity.

As with last year, details 
about special activities etc 
are still being worked out 
at press time. There will be 
some kind of Aces Pride mer-
chandise again available.

Tickets are available 
on line through the Aces 
website(Renoaces.formstack.
com/forms/2018_Reno_Aces_
Pride_NIght). A credit card is 
required. Tickets to the event 
are $16 for infield reserved 
and $8 standing room only. 
A victory voucher is available 
for $7 additional  dollars. The 

Cody Mancini: Carson City’s Man on a Mission
I’m super tired, 

and feeling a little 
beat down, but I 
refuse to give up!” 
Cody Mancini, 
founder of Carson 
Valley LGBTQIAP 

and Friends said in a facebook posting. “ I know we can 
change the feel of the Eagle /Carson Valley area and get 
our Capitol City showing it’s support, it will just take time 
and patience like it did in Reno!”

Cody Mancini is a man on a mission to change the 
minds and hearts in a city perceived to be conservative 
and redneck. He organized the first 
GLBTIQA group in Carson City and 
they started meet- ing at Comma Cof-
fee the second and fourth Saturday 
of each month from 2 pm to 4 pm.

With the group established so 
people didn’t have to travel to Reno, 
30 miles to the north, Mancini has 
turned his mis- sion to getting busi-
nesses, especial- ly those  businesses 
frequented by the  Eagle/Carson Valley 
GBLT+ communi- ty, to simply display 
a rainbow flag in front of or in their 
establishment.

“It hasn’t been easy!” Mancini told therenogaypage. “I 
have been talking with a lot of business owners and there 
is still hesitation.”

Mancini knows he has a long road to accomplish his 
goal of having the Rainbow Flag flying proudly around Ne-
vada’s capital city. He has made progress getting six loca-
tions so far and three more possible in the works.

Commitments have been made by: Jimmy G’s Cigar 
Bar. Twisted Spoke Bar and Grill, Cafe at Adele’s, Boys and 
Girls Club of Western Nevada, Caterpillar Hooka Lounge, 
Comma Coffee and Whiskey River Bar, but a rainbow flag 
needs to be ordered for them, Mancini said.

“Going to work on changing the mind of the owners of 
the Blue Bull, one of the places in town that see’s a lot of 
LGBTQIAP business,” The Man on a Mission, Mancini said.

This past May OUR Center in Reno, the local GLBTQ+ 
Community Center honored Mancini with its Harvey Milk 
MilkMade Award as Leader of Tomorrow 2018.

There are also positive changes happening with Carson 
Valley LGBTQIAP and Friends.  They will now meet the 
the Boys and Girls Club of Western Nevada, 1870 Russell 
Way, Carson City 
the second and 
fourth Saturdays. 
Meetings will be 
still at 2 pm and 
either be in the 
youth area or the 
teen area at the 
Boys and Girls 
Club.

“The space 
will give us more privacy,” 
Mancini said in a facebook 
posting. “This will give us ac-
cess to the art room, comput-
ers, computer games, ping 
pong, pool and a kitchen.”

The next meeting of Carson 
Valley LGBTQIAP and friends 
will be Saturday August 11.  
You can follow Carson Valley 
LGBTQIAP&friends on Face-
book. 

If you have ever been 
to Visions, Reveille Again, 
Neutron or Tronix, when you 
walk inside of  340 Kietzke 
Lane now it is a totally dif-
ferent place. In fact now it is 
Splash Reno part of the Bad-
lands, Splash, SideTrax, and 
The Depot family.

Splash Reno officially 
opened July 20 after nearly 
three years of remodeling 

and waiting for various per-
mits. T J Bruce is the owner 
of Splash who is based out 
of Sacramento. Greg King 
is the manager and Ronnie 
Scharffer, is the company 
events manager,

Splash Reno, through its 
multiple locations operating 
under various names, will 
be bringing entertainment to 
the area and other special 

events, So far Splash will 
offer Industry Night (Mon); 
Karaoke Night (Tues); Lat-
in Night (Wed); 90’s Night 
(Thurs); Extended Happy 
Hours (Fri/Sat) and Beer 
Bust Sunday. Happy Hour is 
daily 5pm to 8pm.

Splash opens at 5 pm 
daily and can be followed on 
Facebook.

Aces to host Second Pride Night
voucher will get you a hot 
dog or BBQ sandwich, bag 
of chips and regular soda.

The Aces will be making a 
donation to OUR Center fol-
lowing the event.

Comstock Griz
being social

The Comstock Grizzlies 
have been around for two 
decades as a social group 
for men. The group hosts a 
monthly meeting and activi-
ties like dinners out, movies, 
bowling and bocci ball.

Fundraiser set
for Carls

The Scrumptiously De-
licious Chocolate Starfish 
Emperor Casey Heide and 
The Candy Coated Sugar 
Baby Empress Nikki Vuitton 
will host their first fund raiser 
at Carls-The Saloon Sunday 
August 19 from 4 pm to 8 pm. 
It is a Beer Bust for Charity. 
For $12 the beer bust or for 
well vodka (including flavors)
are available. 

There will be a raffle. 
Proceeds from the raffle will 
benefit the two charities of 
the reign: Seniors in Service 
and No. Nevada Children’s 
Cancer Foundation.  Part of 
the proceeds from the Beer 
Bust will also go to the chari-
ties.

Man on a MIssion 
Cody Mancini

Pictured are Jimmy G’s Cigar Bar 
(top) and Comma Coffee (right) both 

located on Carson Street

Grizzlies at the Auto Museum

Grizzlies bowling night at GSR

Grizzlies try Bocce Ball

From behind the bar looking across Splash Reno 

Looking at the space in front of the bar (left) and the bar itself 
(above)

Northern Nevada Pride with the Aces Marketing team at a recent game

Gone is the long horsebar and replaced with something modern



up with the unique event that 
is all about having fun. The 
Art of Drag: Drag Wars has 
been held ever year but one 
when the location it was to 

be held at was concerned 
about security following the 
Pulse NightClub shooting a 
month before. 

Spectators to the event 
can even come in “drag” 
and get a discount on the 
admission. The event ben-
efits OUR Center, the local 
GLBTQ+ community center.

“This is great!” Meredith 
Tanzer told therenogaypage. 
“It is great to see the commu-
nity, allies and the diversity 
that this event draws.  Look 
at all the kids here too!”

The event is open to all 
ages and simply a night of 
fun.

Two firsts for the event 
this year were a tie for Drag 
King between Jamal a new 
comer, and last year’s win-
ner Jackson. Jackson was 
crown the Drag Wars King 
after a lapdance showdown 
to determine the winner.

Drag Wars Queen was 
a new comer too, Helena 
Handbasket.

Winners of Drag Wars 
have the bragging rights to 
the title for a year and asked 
to return to participate next 
year; Receive the handcraft-
ed medallion for their title 
and a small cash prize.

“This event is always 
crazy fun,” Kerry, who didn’t 
want to give her last name of 
Reno, said. “This is like my 
third Drag Wars and its gets 
bigger better and more fun 
each year. I love it”

There were 13 contes-
tants and one brought in from 
the audience to even out the 
Kings and Queens pairings. 
Contestants were: William, 
Jamal, Roy LaQua, Elder 
John, Stellar Rein, Helena 
Handbasket, Julia Chenoba, 
JC, Tim, Eric Sean, Ryan, 
Brittany Diamond (last year’s 
drag Wars Queen), Jackson 
(lasy years Drag Wars King) 
and from the audience Chris.

Contestants competed for 
points, with the two leaders 
at the end crown Drag Wars 
King and Queen. Contests 
consisted of “Run Bitch Run” 
(a bungee bounce house 
run), Baggage Cart Luge, 

Jousting, Bear wrestling and 
Hungry Hungry Hop-Hoes.

Community Pride 
Parade

The CommUNITY Pride 

Parade was held on Virginia 
Street, Reno’s Main Street 
and marched under the icon-
ic Reno Arch, that proclaims 
it the “Biggest Little City in 
the World”. The parade kicks 
off the day of activities cel-
ebrating diversity in Northern 
Nevada.

“This parade is amazing 
this year looks at all the di-

verse groups,” a mother told 
her friends who were watch-
ing the parade with their 
children. “We need more 
parades in Reno. This is the 
perfect place for a parade!”

The same senti-
ments was express 
by many in the crowd 
of over 3,000 who at-
tended the seventh 
edition of the parade 
started back in 2010 
when the Reno Gay 
Pride said it was too 
costly to do a pa-
rade and the fledg-
ling Build Our Center 
group put of the first 
CommUNITY Pride 
Parade.

“That year we 
made it a “green” 
pride parade be-
cause insurance for 
motorized vehicles 
was so expensive,” 
one of the Build Our 
Center Board mem-
ber said. “The pa-
rade was small and short but 
we had a parade - Now look 
at it!”

The last five years, Mere-
dith Tanzer, who coordinated 
the first CommUNIITY Pride 
Parade in 2010, and Jillian 
Helget were the parade di-
rectors.

“There is something about 
a parade on Virginia Street,” 
Ms. Helget told therenogay-
page, “that brings people out 
to watch.”

The two spent much of 
the morning on the corner 
of Fourth and North Virginia 
checking in the 62 contin-
gents.

Among the entries this 
year were many politicians, 
as it is an election year, along 

with businesses, faith based 
groups and organizations. 
The City of Reno, Mayor 
Hillary Schieve,  University 
of Nevada, The Reno Aces/
Reno 1868 FC, Mari Chuy’s, 
who had dancing horses; 
Party Hearty Balloons, who 
provided a wide variety of 
balloon sculptures as would 
be in parades in Chicago, 
NY and San Francisco; The 
Bunny Ranch, Splash Reno 
Nevada State Bank, Bank 
of America and Wells Fargo 
and its stage coach were just 
a few of the participants.

A surprise entry was the 
democratic candidate for 
Governor Steve Sisolak, but 

where was Adam Laxalt the 
Republican candidate?

“It was amazing seeing 
all the church groups march-
ing and supporting diversity, 
inclusion and acceptance. 

Jeannie Parker, Reno, 
told therenogaypage 
along the parade route. 
“This is definitely promis-
ing to see this!”

For the first time in 
many years there was 
a single protester walk-
ing up and down Virginia 
Street, with amplified 
sound, preaching scrip-
ture and “we” were all go-
ing to hell breaking God’s 
law. Confrontation was 
kept to a minimum and 
Reno Police did speak to 
the gentleman.

Many people don’t 
know awards are given 
each year for various 
“fabulousness” as pa-
rade director Tanzer would 
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say. This year awards went 
to Splash Reno, Fabu-
lous Float; Doughnuts and 
Deadlifts, Marvelous March-
ers; Party Hearty Balloons, 
Super Fierce and Washoe 
County Library, Spirit of the 
Community.

The Festival
As is tradition people are 

ready to come into the fes-
tival grounds in Wingfield 
Park before it even opens 
officially at 11 am. This year 
there was a crowd with a line 
awaiting the gates to open at 
the north entrance at West 
First and Arlington.

“People seemed ex-
tremely excited this year 

about Pride,” a Northern Ne-
vada spokesperson told the- 
renogaypage. “It is great to 
see so much support for an 
event that is the major fund 
raiser for the LGBTQ+ com-
munity center.”

There were lines for food 
and beverages most of the 
day as the crowd moved 
through the vendor areas, 
watched entertainment, and 
milled about the festival 
grounds.

Food trucks at the Pride 
were: Nom Eats, Bam Dogs, 
Stix and Strips, Paisan Old 
World Italian, Snack Shack, 
Koko Teriyaki, Smuggle, 
Mari Chuy’s, Super Swirl and 
Rub Shack. Beer and water 
were sold by the Festival.

Brain Jensen and Josh 
Grace are responsible for 
the Festival and Vendors. 
This year sold out of all 125 
spaces they had available. 
There were vendors carry-
ing ever type of “Rainbow” 
gear a person would want, 
to businesses introducing 
them selves to the GLBTQ+ 
community, banks, churches 
and political candidates and 
initiatives. Jensen could be 
seen most of the day running 
around and assisting ven-
dors with their needs.

Joel Piexoto and Michael  
Brazier handled the Volun-
teers, the team that does the 
lifting, carrying, assisting, 
gate keepers, and anything 
else needed to make the fes-
tival run smoothly. Over 100 
volunteers signed up for four 
hour shifts, giving back to the 
community and getting a Vol-
unteer t-shirt.

Monique Monzo, direc-
tor of entertainment out did 

herself in putting together 
a stage line-up for 7 hours 
on the Amphitheater Stage. 
Northern Nevada Pride has 
tryouts for entertainers. This 
year three acts tried out . Ms. 
Manzo did what was done 
the first ever Reno Gay Pride 
and went to friends and 
friends of friends to find en-
tertainers. 

“I love the drag queens,” 
Samantha Jordon, North Val-
leys, who sat in front of the 
stage most of the day, told 
therenogaypage. “The enter-
tainment this year has been 
great. I don’t want it to end.”

A surprise was a baby 
drag queen taking to the 
stage the very first time, Ara-
dia (read the story on page 1). A 
professional dancer, Aradia 
brought the crowd to their 
feet shocking her by the re-
action the crowd had.

“You are going to have 
to watch this one!” Stepha-
nie NIcile LeDream told the 
audience. “This one is going 
places”

Ms. LeDream hosted the 
stage entertainment for the 
fifth year and brought the 
house down with two of her 
numbers. She annually has 
brought children to the stage 
during one of the numbers, 
this year filling the stage. 
Her final number was a ver-
sion of “Rise” that was time-
ly, thoughtful and touching. 
The number brought tears 
to Meredith Tanzer’s eyes. 
Ms. LeDream touched on 
the struggles of the GLBTQ+ 
community, Black Lives Mat-
ter and other social issues 
during the number.

The most important job of 

Northern Nevada Pride 2018
from page 1

2017 King and Queen battle it out during Josting

 Lone Protester on Virginia Street

Alot of the crowd sought shade under the old tree in the Middle of Wingfield Park

The Reno Police Department had a booth at Northern Nevada Pride

Gubernatorial candidate Steve Sisolak was 
in the parade. But where was Adam Laxalt?

Mari Chuy’s Tacos Party Hearty Balloons created unique balloon sculptures for Pride

see next page, Page 5
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the whole event is marketing and getting people to turn out to the event. 
YeVonne Allen, has been the marking director from the beginning when 
Northern Nevada Pride was simply “The Pegasus Project”. She manages the 
social media, advertising, creates posters, and anything else required to turn 
out a crowd to the fund raiser for OUR Center.

Ms. Allen, on a small budget, creates the cards to promote Pride, puts 
together the Pride Guide, handles media relations and what give always will 
be available along with what the Pride t-shirt will look like for the year. Then 
during the three month prior you will find her and Pride promotional materials 
literally everywhere a potential visitor to the parade, festival or Drag Wars 
can be found. She is one of the reasons for the success of Northern Nevada 
Pride.

The chairman of Northern Nevada Pride is OUR Center President Jeromy 
Manke, who has been on the OUR Center board since 2010. He supervises 
all the activities and coordinates all the committee for Pride. It has been said 
he has to be a mediator when discussions come up and get heated. But all is 
worked out in the end.

It does take a village to make Northern 
Nevada Pride happen. Besides those already 
mention on the committee are Brett Whalen, 
who assisted with the parade; Todd Eikelberg-
er, administration and logistics; Brittney Niel-
son, entertainment and Bill Nelson, IT.

from page 4

Under and through the Arch marched this year’s CommUNITY Pride Parade
Two Spirits (above left) and Naomi and Rick of the City of Reno marched in the parade

Lotta Dee from San Francisco (above left) and the Reigning Empress and Emperor of Reno

University of Nevada, Reno Wolf Pack cheer squad

The festival crowd (above left) and the Pride Committee selfie

Dancing Horses (above left) and Truckee and Archie mascots for Reno 168 and the Aces

What is a Pride parade without Dykes on Bikes leading the way
Telsa, who has a plant just east of Reno, brought thee of its model 3 to the parade

Mistress of Ceremonies Stephanie Nicole LeDream brings children from the audience to the stage-- This year they filled it
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July 27, 2019
See you

Thank you to our sponsors for making this possible

My only complaint....  It’s only once a 
year.  It was utterly GAYtastic!!
Bravo to every hand that helped put 
this amazing weekend together.

A                  comment


