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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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Cortez-Mastro tours OUR Center
Then holds GLBTQ roundtable

Nevada Senator Catherine Cor-
tez-Mastro was in Reno on June 22 
where she toured OUR Center, the 
local GLBTQ community Center, 
before sitting down and holding a 
roundtable with LGBTQ community 
members. Senator Cortez-Mastro 
was in town to speak at the Nevada 
State Democratic convention the 
following day.

Following a tour of the Center,  
the Senator met with advocates of 

Meredith Tanzer, OUR Center Vice-President gives Senator Cortez-Mastro  a tour of the 
two and half year old GLBTQ community Center on South Wells Ave

the GBTQ community and discussed 
discrimination in Housing, Health 
Care and the Work Force. Nevada, 
despite been seen as conservative, 
does have protections for people 
who identify as GLBTQ  in public ac-
commodations and the work force. 

“We need to work together.” 
Senator Cortez-Mastro said in an in-
terview with KTVN. “especially with 
this wonderful community here in 

Still no suspect in vandalism
Police still have no sus-

pect in the vandalism that 
occurred at OUR Center on 
January 2.

“We know someone 
will eventually say some-
thing and we will catch 
them,” Meredith Tanzer 
said recently. “They will get 
caught. We know they will.”

A vandal hurled four 
rocks at the GLBT Com-
munity Center’s windows 
smashing them and send-
ing glass flying into the 
building.

Carson City readies for Pride - Sasabration 4 this weekend

More GLBTQ history is about 
to be lost as a plan to build a new 
modern Reno Rodeo Grounds 
has surfaced.  The present rodeo 
grounds is the site of the first “gay” 
rodeo in the United States and is a 
historical place, as its arena floor 
is the same used by the historic 
first gay rodeo 41 years ago.

The site has not been desig-
nated as such by either the State 
of Nevada or The National Park 
Service. During the Park Service’s 
100th year anniversary, a theme 
study was written which included 
a chapter on Reno indicating the 
site’s historical significance.

The current site has been en-

If Rodeo grounds is demolished
Reno Gay History will be lost

Grand Entry of the Reno National Gay Rodeo in 1979 at the Nevada State 
Fairgounds Rodeo Arena

The state’s capital city, Carson 
City, will host its fourth annual 
Sassabration this Saturday July 14 
at Carson Hot Springs. Festivities 
at the festival get underway at 12 
noon. Admission is free but a $5 do-
nation is requested to benefit the 
charities.

Kicking off the annual celebra-
tion at 11 am is the Bicycle Parade 
from the Brewery Arts Center in 
the heart of the capital to the Hot 
Springs. Anyone can participate in 
the Bike Parade just by showing up.  

Many people decorate their bikes in 
the colors of the rainbow.. Parade 
Grand Marshal is Carson City’s own 
Adam Whitney, who will be rid-
ing aboard the USS Nevada Pirate 
ship, as it makes the 4 mile journey 
through the state capital.  

Rosen visits Carson Valley LGBTQIAP

“Our goal this year is to raise 
$10,000 to split between our chari-
ties,” Jayme Watt, Director of Sassa-
bration, wrote in a corporate spon-
sorship letter. The event has been 
raising $2,000 to $4,000 a year.

A special appearance is sched-

uled by Reno Mayor Hillary Schieve. 
Entertainment will be all day long 
with bands performing inside Sas-
safras Eclectic Food Joint and out on 
the parking lot stage. Scheduled to 
appear are  Roxxy Collie, Tear of the 
Fist, Sapphic Musk, Rooftop Betty, 
Hickr’y Switch, Canyon White, Reno 
Rock Group, Tom Miller, South-
bound Train, Eddie and the Substi-
tutes. There will be special perfor-
mances by Belly Dancer Chinera 
and Rock Fresh Show by Aslym.

 Northern Nevada Pride - 10,000 attended last year
Parade starts under iconic Reno Arch this year

It has been a while since Reno’s 
main drag, Virginia Street, has been 
the route for the gay pride parade, 
but that is changing this year due to 
construction on California Ave.

The first “modern” day gay pride 
parade was held in 1999 as part of 
Reno Gay Pride and marched down 
Virginia, under the iconic Arch to 
Wingfield Park. This year, the pa-

rade check-in is at 4th Street and 
N. Virginia, with more that 60 units 
participating. The parade starts at 
10 am moving south across the Re-
track trench, under the Reno Arch 
to the Washoe County Court House 
before foot traffic turns up Court 
Street to Arlington and into the fes-
tival grounds. Motorized vehicles 
and floats will disperse at Court and 

South Virginia.
“This is great to have the city 

support the LGBTQ community with 
the parade down Virginia Street.”  
Tammy said recently a tabling 
event in Midtowne promoting Pride 
weekend in Reno. “I will definitely 
be there for the “pride march” un-
der the Arch.

The Community Pride Parade 

will be  held for the eight time. 
 The parade was created by OUR 

Center to fill the void left when 
Reno Gay Pride ceased a parade 
citing financial reasons. Since the 
inception of the CommUNITY Pride 
Parade it has grown in size.

 Northern Nevada Pride, which 
began in 2015 has seen its atten-

Carson Valley LGBTQIAP and 
friends is a social group in the 
capital city of Nevada, Carson City, 
that meets twice a month a Com-
ma Coffee, across the street of the 
State Legislative Building. At their 

June 24 meeting they had a sur-
prise guess drop in unexpectedly. 
Congresswomen Jacky Rosen (D), 
who is running for the Nevada US 
Senate  against Sen. Dean Heller  

Northern Nevada Pride  page 2

Cortez-Mastro  page 3

Rosen at Carson Valley  page 2

Sassabration  page 3

The newly updated and dedicated ironic Reno Arch straddles Virginia Street

Christine Padilla, Cody Mancini, Congresswoman Rosen and Annie Gayner

One of the Center’s broken widows

AJR2 has just become the most single important bill to GLBTQ Neva-
dans in the next legislative session, following the announcement of Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy’s retirement from the United States Supreme Court. 
Kennedy’s vote for marriage equality and as the author of the majority 
opinion now casts a dark shadow if marriage equality will continue to be 
the law of the land.

If  SCOTUS (Supreme Court of the United States) were to over turn the 
Obergefell case, which experts say could take a while, Marriage Equality 
would no longer exist in the Silver State. AJR2 would correct that by re-
moving the 16 hateful words placed in the Nevada Constitution defining 
marriage.

Kennedy leaving SCOTUS
makes AJR2 most important

AJR2 Importance  page 2

Splash Reno debuts July 20
Reno’s newest video dance 

bar will open its doors to the 
general public on Thursday 
July 20 it was announced on  
its facebook page. The 14th 
annual Vanity Entertainment 
White Party will kick off  the 

grand opening of the local location owned by Splash Bar Inc, with T.J.  
Bruce serving as its president.

Business Development manager Brian Aranda spoke with therenogay-
page about the grand opening of the newest Splash Bar in Reno on July 20.

“Splash Reno will open its doors at 10 pm,” Aranda said. “We will host 
the 14th annual White Party to showcase the bar and its features to the 
community. We are excited to get Splash Reno open.”

Splash Reno  page 4.5

Gay Rodeo  page 4.5
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dance has grown in the past 
three years. First two year s 
drew roughly 4,000, the third 
7,500 and last year 10,000 to 
Wingfield Park in the middle of 
the Truckee River, downtown 
Reno.

“We will have to see what 
this year brings,” Vonnie Al-
len, Director of Marketing for 
Northern Nevada Pride said. 
“The crowd is expected to be 
bigger. There seems to be alot 
of excitement in the commu-
nity about Pride this year.”

Northern Nevada Pride is 
part of the Artown events that 
happen throughout July in the 
Biggest Little City, According to 
Ms, Allen, the pride celebra-
tions is the largest free event 
during the month long Artown.

There is the addition of a 
Rainbow Pride Pub Crawl fol-
lowing the return of Drag Wars 
on Friday, July 27 starting offi-
cial Pride activities. 

Mayor’s Pride Party Benefit - second edition July 28 at FacesNV

Return of Queer Bake
and it sells out!

(R), asked if she could talk with 
the group about the GLBTQ 
community in Carson.

Rep. Rosen was impressed 
with the quick roundtable she 
had with group. They spoke 
about how Carson’s GLBTQ 
community was in its infancy. 
Rosen said she was glad that 
a grassroots organization has 
sprouted in  Carson considered 
to be a bastion of conserva-
tism.

Cody Mancini said they 
spoke about things the com-
munity has done like the Com-
ing Out Project, The Trevor 
Project awareness campaign, 
The Downtown Carson Hugs 
for Love event, and how the 
community is struggling to find 
it own identity instead of ev-
erything happening in Reno, 30 
miles to the north.

Nevada would be one of 30 states that has the legal ban in 
its constitution. It would immediately be reinstated if Oberge-
fell was over turned.

“...only a marriage between a male and a female person 
maybe recognized and given effect in the state,” is the language 
still in Section 21 article 1 of the Nevada Constitution passed in 
2000/2002 by a vote of 67% to 37% not 20 years ago.

A similar measure SJR13 was passed in 2013 legislature but 
Republicans took control in 2015 and did not reintroduced the 
bill, basically killing it. Republicans said the point was mute af-
ter the Obergefell decision by SCOTUS in June 2015.

Nelson Araujo, an assemblyman from Las Vegas and GLBTQ 
worked with colleagues to create AJR2 in 2017. In order to 
remove the hateful words from the Nevada Constitution and 
negate any possible reversal of the Obergefell decision, GLBTQ 
Nevadans need to make sure they vote in the November 2018 
elections.

Nevada requires any legislation to amend the constitution 
to be approved twice by the legislature and then a vote of the 
people. AJR2 has only cleared its first hurdle by passing the 
2017 legislature. It must be reintroduced in 2019, be approved 
and the approved by a vote of the people in 2020.

In 2000/2002, 70% of the state’s population, who voted, 
were against same gender marriage, in a campaign conducted 
by the Coalition for the Protection of Marriage. The campaign 
was initially predominately Mormon influenced and financed. 
As their movement gained strength the Baptists and other 
“Christian” denominations joined forces. The Catholic Church 
made a big anti same gender marriage call in 2002. They had be 
quiet on the issue until just before the election, when the Bish-
op issued a statement against same gender marriage choosing 
to discriminate.

A recent poll of Nevadans showed a complete reversal from 
the 2000/2002 election results with 70% supporting same gen-
der marriage and 23%  opposing; 7% were undecided. The sur-
vey was conducted  by the Public Religion Research Institute in 
late 2017.

Drag Wars takes over the 
Plaza at Harrah’s on Virginia 
Street starting at 6 pm. There 
is a $7 admission to the event 
which features Drag Kings and 
Queens battling it out in cre-
ative fun events like, jousting, 
luge using bell carts, musical 

chairs and more. 
Meredith Tanzer 
and her cohort 
Jillian Helget pro-
duced the exciting 
event that has the 
audience roar-
ing with laughter. 
Drag Wars is open 
to all ages. Con-
testants are be-
ing sought for this 
event that is just 
about having fun.

Crawl Reno, 
who is a sponsor 
of Northern Ne-

vada Pride this year has created 
the “Rainbow Pride” Crawl on 
July 27 starting at 8 pm. You 
must be 21 to participate as 
at least 10 downtown bars will 
be participating. They will fea-
ture over 50 drink specials, free 
give-a-ways and more.

The Crawl is $5 for a cup 
and crawl map, Cups can be re-
served online at the crawlreno 
website: crawlreno.com/event/
pride. There are also in person 
places to purchase cup listed on 
the crawl Reno events page. 

Crawl goers are asked to be 
in costume-- of course the Rain-
bow will be proudly on display 
by many.

Saturday events turn to the 
Parade and Festival. The Festi-
val’s grounds are in the historic 
Wingfield Park at Arlington and 
West First Streets, three short 
blocks from Reno City Hall. The 
Festival is free but OUR Cen-
ter kindly asks for a donation, 
which supports the Center’s 
programing and operating ex-
penses.  In 2017, Northern Ne-
vada Pride raised $20,000 for 
OUR Center. 

The festival grounds open at 
11 am following the parade and 
are in full swing until 6 pm.

Taking to the stage are this 
years special guests Pandora 
Boxx, Rayvon Owen and  Bobby 
Newberry, along with local en-
tertainers who auditioned to 
perform on the Amphitheater 
stage.

What makes Northern Ne-
vada Pride special is that it is a 
community effort. Volunteers 
are always needed to take vari-
ous shifts doing various things 
that make Northern Nevada 
Pride happen. Shifts are avail-
able to help with Drags Wars on 
Friday July 27 and on Saturday 
July 28 for building a Balloon 
Arch, Parade monitors and Fes-
tival staging and set up, Stage 
crew and Safety Monitors. 

Volunteers get a free North-
ern Nevada 2018 T-shirt, give 
back to the community and 
be part of history while mak-
ing new friends. Volunteers can 
sign up on line at northernnev-
adapride.org/volunteer.

Congresswomen Rosen 
thanked the group for their 
hard work in establishing a safe 
place, a place to come and chat 
and support each other.

Rep. Jacky Rosen is pres-
ently the Congresswoman from 
Nevada District 3, representing 
a portion of southern Nevada.

Carson Valley LGBTIQIAP 
will have a booth a Sassabra-
tion this weekend where they 
will be selling Carson Valley 
LGBTQIAP & Friends t-shirts, 
flags, and some smaller hand-
crafted things. Stop in and see 
the group and find out what 
they are all about. Anyone from 
Carson, Dayton. Douglas Coun-
ty and the Lake are welcome 
to the meetings the second 
and fourth Saturday at 2 pm at 
Comma Coffee, 312 South Car-
son Street. 

Primetimers turn 18

Northern Nevada Pride

It was in 2000, when a 
group of more mature men in 
the GLBTQ  community came 
together and formed High Si-
erra Primetimers. The group is 
social in nature with chapters 
across the nation for older men 
and their friends.

On Saturday June 23, 19 
members of the Reno chapter 
and three guests gathered at 
Famous Dave’s in South Reno to 
celebrate 18 years of friendship 
and socialization. The anniver-
sary dinner is am annual tradi-
tion for the local chapter.

Since its inception the local 
chapter of Primetimers host-
ed  a  national convention for 
the organization at Harrah’s in 
2007.

High Sierra Primetimers 
meets monthly the second 
Tuesday at Claim Jumpers. Ki-
etzke and So. Virginia Street. 
For more information visit their 
website at hsptreno.com

from page 1

from page 1
AJR2 Importance

from page 1 Rosen at Carson Valley

There were Chocolate Red 
Velvet cupcakes, Peanut Butter 
Chocolate Drop cookies, Rice 
Krispies Treats, Vegan brownies 
and gluten free cookies-- and 
they sold out.  Queer Bake re-
turned during the annual Mid-
towne Art Walk on Thursday 
June 28 raising $202 for youth 
programs at OUR Center.

Queer Bake was created to 
give back to the local GLBTQ 
community by Rocky Winneba-
go and Meredith Tanzer at La 
Bussola. Queer Bake continued 
after La Bussola closed. It has 
donated nearly $15,000. From 
2010-2016, proceeds from the 
bake sales were given to OUR Center as the quest to open a 
center was pushed.

Bakers volunteer their talents to produce the “delicious-
ness” as Ms. Tanzer would 
say.  Then those baked goods 
are sold for a donation. Queer 
Bakes were originally held at 
Las Bussola, they moved to 
Java Jungle’s outdoor patio 
during the monthly Riverwalk 
Wine Walk.

“It has been a long time 
since we had a Queer Bake,” 
Ms. Tranzer told therenogay-
page. “This was long over due. 
It gives back to the commu-
nity.”

If you would like to be a vol-
unteer baker for an upcoming 
Queer Bake, follow Queer Bake 
on Facebook.

Reno’s Mayor Hillary Schieve shows the city’s support for Northern 
Nevada Pride and Diversity 

Tutu’d Meredith Tanzer is co-chair 
of the Community Pride Parade

Tay Kee La, who lost her wig, jousts with another 
drag queen at Drag Olympics (Wars) in 2015 High Sierra Primetimers at Famous Dave’s BBQ in Reno celebrating 18 

years of the social organization of older GLBTQ men

After spending the day 
in Wingfiled Park for North-
ern Nevada Pride, events go 
indoors at FacesNV starting 
at 7 pm with the second an-
nual Mayor’s Pride Party. The 
party is presented by Reno’s 
Mayor, Sean Savoy and NALA 
(The Northern Nevada GLBTQ+ 
Leadership Alliance) as a ben-
efit for several local GLBTQ or-
ganizations: OUR Center, The 
Silver Dollar Court and NALA.

Tickets for the event are 
$25.00 and are available on-
line via brown paper tickets 
starting July 11. Online tickets 
can be purchased until July 27. 
Tickets will be available at the 

door before the party.
During the inaugural party 

in 2017, Reno’s Mayor Hillary 
Schieve created the Rainbow 
R awards. She presented these 
awards to recognize the accom-

plishments and contributions 
of GLBTQ+ citizenry to Reno. 
Mayor Hillary is expected again 
to award the Rainbow R during 
the Pride Party.

A volunteer baker made tarts

The “deliciousness”



3
Pa

ge
Ju

ly
 11

,  2
01

8
th

er
en

og
ay

pa
ge

northern Nevada and continue 
working on respect and dignity 
for everyone.”

In Nevada, for the GLBT 
Community, there are the fol-
lowing protections in state law:

Domestic Partnerships 
(2009)
Marriage Equality (October 
2014 due to the federal suit 
Sevcik v Sandoval)
Discrimination Ban (1999) in 
public and private employ-

Cortez-Mastro visit

from page 1 ment
(2011) added in employ-
ment, housing, public accom-
modations to include gender 
identity or expression.
Same-gender Intercourse 
(1993) Legislature over-
turned Sodomy laws
Driver License or Birth Certif-
icate Gender change (2013) 
does not require SRS (Sexual 
Reassignment Surgery)
Anti-Bullying (2015) 
Hate Crimes (2011)

Gender Expression/Identity 
(2017) was added through-
out all Nevada Statutes 
alongside race, disability, 
creed, sex, religion, martial 
status, domestic partnership 
status or age.
Those who attended the 

roundtable were invited by the 
Senator’s Reno office to par-
ticipate. All of the letters of the 
“gay” alphabet (GLBTQIA) were 
presents at the round table.

GLTQIA community activists who participated with Senator Cortez-Mastro in the roundtable

Puddle’s Pitty Party coming to Harrah’s

Proceeds from Sassabra-
tion this year will benefit TAG 
(Transgender Allies Group), 
The Ron Wood Family Resource 
Center and P-FLAG-Carson Re-
gion. Funds from booth space 
rental and the silent auction all 
go to the charities.

Come prepared for the sun 
as Sassabration takes place in 
the parking lot at Carson Hot 
Springs and the restaurant. 
Sun screen is advised. There 
are food and beverage booths 
along with the menu in the 

restaurant available. Local busi-
nesses and organizations will 
have booths providing infor-
mation and promoting them-
selves.

Sassabration was the third 
Pride in northern Nevada after 
Reno Gay Pride (now defunct) 
and Northern Nevada Pride. 
There have never been any is-
sues at the event but there 
have been threats in the past 
against the event two years ago 
and against the parade Grand 
Marshall last year. 

from page 1 Sassabration

The sad faced clown Pud-
dles, who performs as Puddle’s 
Pitty Party, who has risen to a 
cult classic star will be in Reno 
at Sammy’s Show Room in 
Harrah’s on October 23.

Based in Atlanta, Puddles, 
who’s real name is Mike Geier, 
does not speak when on stage, 
letting his baritone voice boom 
out cover songs to the audi-
ence. Puddles also does not 
grant interviews.

Tickets went on sale for the 

“We are so excited that 
people came out to support 
a brand new event, in a space 
that isn’t commonly recog-
nized as a ‘queer space,’” Ha-
leigh Hoff told therenogay-
page following the success of 
the first Birdcage Party at the 
Loving Cup on June 30.  “My 
friend Dylan Aguirre and I put 
the party on together, both of 
us on a mission to bring some-
thing fresh and new to the 
Reno queer scene.”

Peter Barato, who owns the 
Loving Cup, at the corner of 
Plumas and California Ave, was 
more than happy to host the 
event and show his establish-
ment is a place for everyone. 

“For the past few years I 
lived in Oakland, CA and the 
queer scene there is incredible. 
It seems like every bar or club 
has some sort of inclusive, or 
queer-focused event on their 
calendars monthly or bimonth-
ly, whether it be a trivia night, 
a fundraiser or a dance party,” 
Ms. Hoff told therengaypage. 
“When I moved back to Reno, 
it was sad for me to recognize 
how much this kind of open-
ness and inclusiveness was 
lacking in this city.”

Hoff, Dylan and the Loving 
Cup created the event on their 
calendar for the GLBTQIA com-
munity in Reno.  Birdcage, the 
dance party, is planned to be a 
monthly event, most likely the 
last Sunday afternoon of the 
month from 3 to 9 pm.

Birdcage will feature music 
spun by Hoff and special drinks 
on the Loving Cup patio like 
the Manmosa, boozy slushies 
or Mar-GAY-rita. Birdcage will 

Concert slated for 8 pm on June 
22. Tickets range from $43 to 
$58 in the showroom that seats 
500 people.

Tickets can be purchased 
on line through the Harrah’s 
Reno web portal: caesars.com/
harrahs-reno/shows.

SDC XLIII to host Investitures Friday

try and have a food truck avail-
able during the day time dance 
party.

According to Ms. Hoff, Reno 
lacked day time events like a 
dance party found in other cit-
ies.

“We both felt drawn to cre-
ate an event here, in Reno,” Ms. 
Hoff said she and Aguirre felt 
about organizing Birdcage.  “...
that brought people of all gen-
ders, age, and pockets within 
the LGBTQ+ community out to-
gether to celebrate instead of 
going to a bigger city, like San 
Francisco or Sacramento. We 
wanted to prove that Reno has 
a queer scene and it is active. 
We can make it bigger and bet-
ter!”

The first Birdcage Dance 
Party chose not to have a cover 
or be a fund raiser for a charity 
or non profit. 

“We wanted the first event 
to just bring the community to-
gether and celebrate,” Ms. Hoff 
said.

The next Birdcage Dance 
Party is scheduled for Sunday 
July 29 at the Loving Cup to 
bring a close to Northern Ne-
vada Pride weekend. At the 
inaugual Birdcage Dance Party 
the patio was decked out in 
rainbows according to Ms. Hoff.

“We are very excited about 
how many people came out for 
the first Birdcage and hope to 
see even more people at the 
next!” Ms. Hoff said. 

Ms. Hoff is creating a face-
book page for The Birdcage 
so interested people can see 
when and where the Birdcage 
would be.

The oldest GLBTQ organization in the State of Nevada, The Sil-
ver Dollar Court, Inc. will host its annual Investitures officially  cre-
ating the XLIII Court of the social and philanthropic organization 
this Friday July 13. The reigning Emperor Casey Heide and Empress 
Nikki Vuitton will hand out titles to their courtiers (members) at 
Faces NV starting at 9 pm. Everyone is invited and the charities for 
the reign will be named.

The Sassabration Bike Parade comes to and end at Carson Hot Springs
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The current site has been 
enlarged over the years but 
the arena floor has remained 
the same since the first gay 
rodeo in 1976. 
Demolishing the 
current site de-
stroys its histori-
cal significance.

There had 
been an inter-
est expressed in 
seeking national 
landmark status 
through the na-
tional parks service following 
its theme study. It is unknown 
if any action has been taken to 
do so.

Reno Rodeo official an-

nounced plans to possibly build 
a news $120 million dollar fa-
cility in the northeast corner 
of the Washoe County Fair 

grounds on 
June 21. The 
plan would 
demolish the 
present Ro-
deo Grounds 
an replace it 
with a park-
ing structure.

T h e 
new Rodeo 

grounds is not a done deal 
and is in the planning stages 
but talks on financing etc have 
begin. The new facility if built 
would open in 2021

from page 1
Gay Rodeo

With its opening, Splash will 
be the third “dance” GLBTQ 
bar in Reno behind the 47 year 
old 5 Star Saloon and year old 
Faces NV.

“We feel that we will com-
pliment what is already here,” 
Aranda said. “It ups the game 
for Reno GLBTQ+ nightlife. 
Splash will be another venue 

for the community to come and 
have fun.”

Splash is planning special 
events which are still works in 
progress. With Northern Ne-
vada Pride the week after its 
opening, Splash is planning sev-
eral after parties the weekend 
of July 27-29.

Being a new venue, Splash 
Reno is looking for employees: 

from page 1 Splash RenoBartenders, Bar Backs, Security, 
Cashiers, Floor Managers, VJs/
Video DJs, GoGo Dancers and 
Shot servers. To apply, send a 
resume to splashbarinc@ya-
hoo.com.

“I would say the design is In-
dustrial Modern,” Aranda said. 
“..it’s clean, modern and many 
who have seen it say this is 
classy upscale!”

The building located at 340 
Kietzke lane was built as a bar. 
It opened as Nashville Nevada 
and became a gay bar in 1992 
when Visions moved from West 
Fourth to the location. It has 
been a gay bar since. Splash 
Reno will continue that tradi-
tion started 26 years ago.

“We basically gutted the 
building,’ Aranda said. “There 
is new flooring, lightning, state 
of the art sound, the horseshoe 
bar is gone replacing it with a 
more functional rectangular 
one. And we have an outdoor 
patio running the full length of 
the building, some 1,000 sq. ft.”   

Aranda pointed out the bar 
is an GLBTQ+ bar for those 21 
and older and will be marketing 
to that segment of the commu-
nity. 

“Splash Reno will welcome 
all to come and enjoy, relax 

and dance. You don’t have to 
be GLBTQ+ to come and have a 
good time.” Aranda said.

The bar will feature 16 beers 
on tap, featuring local beers 
and several of the national 
brands.

Being a video Dance bar 
there are tv screens located 
throughout the venue and 
on the patio. When a song is 
played, the video will be play-
ing on the screens.

“This place isn’t Visions or 
Tronix, “ Aranda said. “This is 
a whole new venue we hope 
people will come and check 
out.”

Aranda said that the club 
can offer all kinds of entertain-
ment being able to schedule 
not just Reno but other loca-
tions the company owns bring-
ing in quality entertainment. 

“We can rotate entertain-
ers, bartenders, GoGo Dancers 
etc,” Aranda said. “This allows 
us to be fresh and competitive.”

Splash will likely feature a 
trivia night, drag shows, a 90’s 
night, possibly add a patio bar 
at some point. 

“Splash will open and we 
will always be looking to make 
the customer experience here 
better,” Aranda said.

The newest bar in the Reno 
LGBTQ+ community will be 
open from 5 pm to close daily. 
Happy Hour will be 5 to 8 pm 
daily with added drink specials 
available at various times. The 
bar is non-smoking, 21+. At 
times there will be a cover for 
various events like a big name 
entertainer or charity function.

“Wait till the performers see 
the green room,” Aranda said. 
The green room is a dressing 
room or prep area for enter-
tainers waiting to take to the 
stage.

Splash is located about a 
mile and a half from downtown 
Reno and has parking available, 
on and off property.  Aranda 
says they would like to find a 
food truck that could come 
to the venue when events are 
happening as Splash Reno will 
not be selling food inside the 
venue.

Splash Reno is the second 
Splash location to open. There 
is one in San Jose and another 
planned in Fresno and possibly 
Modesto.

You can find all the activities 
happing at the Video Dance 
Club on their facebook page: 
Splash Reno.

Biggest Little Rainbow Runners created for GLBTQ+ fitness

We have heard for Guerilla Queer Bar, where the LGBTQ com-
munity takes over a not traditional  LGBTQ place. Now there is a 
running group in Reno that is the brain child of local runner Emily 

Purdy that plans to show up in random places.
Biggest Little Rainbow Runners will run togeth-

er and possibly hold Guerrilla Queer Runs. What 
is a Guerrilla Queer run? It is simply a bunch of 
rainbow deck out runners that show up and run.

Rainbow Runners is a group open to all levels 
of runners and all shades of the rainbow from gays 
to allies. It is inclusive of all who like to run or walk.

“There wasn’t a group locally that I could find,” 
Mrs. Purdy said. “So why not create a group that 
can run together?

Their Inaugural event, BLRR OUR Center Run 
will be  Saturday, August 4 at 7 am starting at OUR 
Center.  The event is free and people just need to 
show up at the parking and run or walk the route. 
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A route map will be available. Mrs, Purdy did 
not say how often the group plans to hold runs. 
She did say you never know where or when 
we will show up. Mrs. Purdy said she plans to 
create the Rainbow Pride Run in July 2019 for 
Northern Nevada Pride.

There was a Frontrunners group in Reno 
that ran in Rancho San Rafael until it folded less 
than a year later.  So for now there is a facebook 
group for those interested in building a new 
running group that is just for fun. Contact Emily 
Rose Purdy for details on Facebook.

Mrs. Purdy said rainbow tutus would be nice 
but not required.
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