
@RenoGayPage

Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.

th
er

en
og

ay
pa

ge
Pe

av
in

e 
M

ou
nt

ai
n 

M
ed

ia
    

    
    

Re
no

, N
ev

ad
a 

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
Ju

ne
 4

, 2
01

8

Th
e 

lo
ca

l G
LB

T 
ne

w
s 

an
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

so
ur

ce
 fo

r n
or

th
er

n 
N

ev
ad

a 
an

d 
th

e 
ea

st
er

n 
Si

er
ra

“We started at the Believe sign 
and ended up here with the Me-
morial Garden. We Believe is ap-
propriate, because 
we do believe that 
AIDS will end,” Sis-
ter PaPa Bubble 
founding Abbess 
of Reno’s Biggest 
Little Sisters closed 
the annual educa-
tion and awareness 
event honoring 
those lost, those 
living and those af-
fected by HIV/AIDS 
in Reno on May 20..

Some 50 people gathered in Be-
lieve Plaza for Reno’s 29th Annual-
Memorial which is  part of the AIDS 
International Candlelight Memorial 
a grassroots education and aware-
ness outreach held across the world 
the third Sunday each May.

Remembering Our Past - Pre-
paring for Our Future was the 
theme for the Reno’s event this 
year. NNOT (Northern Nevada Out-
reach Team) produces the event as 
one of its outreach and education 
projects.  Robert Harding is the 
president of the organization and 
served as Master of Ceremonies.

Harding spoke about the num-
ber of people affect by HIV/AIDS 
and how that impacted Reno. 

Speaking at the event were 

“We (QSU) also want to work at 
building a stronger connection with 
Our Center and the broader Reno 
LGBT community,” Clark Watkins, 
Queer Student Union (QSU) Histo-
rian told therenogaypage following 
a successful Queer Prom at OUR 
Center on May 12.

“We were at OUR Center’s 
birthday party when we realized, 
what the heck! 
Why didn’t we 
think to host 
prom here! We 
hope to host or 
co-host more 
events at OUR-
Center in the fu-
ture!” Watkins 
went on to say.

QSU tra-
ditionally has 
held Queer or 
Gay Prom late 
in April or early 
May as the spring semester winds 
down at the university. Prom has 
always been a welcoming place for 
college, high school students and 
members of the general public.  
This year there as difficulty in find-

ing the Glick Ballrooms available for 
anytime other than a Sunday night.  
The QSU board didn’t feel they 
would get a turn out if on a Sunday 
night.

This years Queer Prom, A Mas-
querade was geared toward high 
school students, who Watkins said 
turned out for the event at OUR 
Center. Watkins said there were 

about 40 in 
attendance to 
an event billed 
as free, They 
did request 
a donation 
which went 
to OUR Center 
and the Eddy 
House.

The high-
light of the 
event was 
the crown-
ing of the an-

nual Prom Court. A King and Queen 
(college) Prince and Princess (high 
School) and a non-binary, who title 
is changed to match the theme of 
the year are elected. In 2018, Phan-

OUR Center hosts Prom

The Spirit of Harvey Milk alive in Reno

SDC to hold election June 5

Final thought: “We believe that AIDS will end!”

Amtrak Police say
Salazar most likely
jumped from train
Parents disagree

Amtrak Chief of Police Neil Trug-
man held a news conference on Tues-
day May 29 saying most likely Aaron 
Salazar, 22 year old gay Portland State 
Student, jumped from the moving 
train 4 miles east of Truckee May 15 
in an attempted suicide. Family and 
friends strongly disagree with The 
Amtrak chief’s conclusion. 

Trugman said 
his agency had 
conducted more 
than 300 inter-
views, with pas-
sengers and staff, 
which lead them 
to the conclusion.

“He shared 
with them (those 
interviewed from 
the train) a number of life concerns 
and challenges he was having,” Trug-
man said at the news conference. 
“There is nothing to suggest that he 
was involuntarily removed from the 
train. There is nothing to suggest 
criminal intent in this investigation. 
All indications right now appear that 
it was an attempted suicide.” 

Several news articles reported 
Salazar’s injuries were consistent 
with someone who suffered a severe 
beating and his knuckles indicated 
possible defensive injuries. Amtrak 
officials said the injuries could be 
caused by jumping from the train. 

Salazar’s family, which has criti-

Sister PaPa Bubble’s closing prayer

Gwen Taylor, Executive Director of 
ACCEPT, Sean Savoy of NiCE, Jen 
Howell, Washoe County District 

Health Department 
and Paco Lachoy, edi-
tor of therenogaypage. 
Sister Daffodil D’eau, 
current president of 
Reno’s Biggest Little 
Sisters opened the me-
morial with a prayer.

Ms. Taylor spoke 
about the importance 
of community- Ubuntu 
“I am Because We are”. 
Savoy spoke about the 

lost of life from a religious point of 

view and the importance of taking 
time out of the day to remember 
those lost. Savoy is an ordained 
minister. 

Those attending the event then 
walked along the Reno Riverwalk 
from Believe Plaza to Wingfield 
Park. Harding had told everyone 
to gather around the tree in the 
park. One of the participants upon 
arriving at the park said “there is a 
tree and there is a tree and there 
is a tree.” Harding of course meet 
the tree in the center of the park in 
front of the amphitheater. 

Something different this year 
 Salazar page 2    Candlelight page 2    

Aaron Salazar

Believe Plaza was where those who attended the Annual Reno’s AIDS Candlelight Memorial began before moving to Wingfield Park

The Reno GLBTQ community was put on alert following an incident 
on Friday May 18 outside the 5 Star Saloon in Downtown Reno. 

“What kind of bar is this?” asked a stranger driving the wrong way 
in the alley behind the bar. When told it was a gay club,the driver re-
ported said ““I’ve been wanting to shoot up a bunch of faggots” and 
drove away in a newer model black corvette.

5 Star security was contacted and Reno Police were notified who 
quickly responded to the scene. Several police cars were positioned 
to watch for any activity. RPD increased surveillance at all local GLBTQ 
establishments over the weekend with no future incidents reported.

Six bicycle Police Officers were present at the AIDS Candlelight Me-
morial.

Community threatened

 Prom page 2    

“We create traditions and build 
on them,” Jeromy Manke, OUR 
Center President told those in at-
tendance at the 7th Annual Harvey 
Milk Day celebration. “This (Harvey 
Milk Day) is a tradition we created. 
Harvey Milk worked for equality 
and to build, connect and strength-
en the community.” That is the mis-
sion of OUR Center, the local GLBTQ 
Community Center.

This year saw the event and 
MilkMade Awards return to McKin-
ley Arts Center’s auditorium. The 
event opens with a Pasta Sauce 
contest, Attendees get a muffin tin  

with 6 wells and pasta is placed 
in each. There were 11 sauces to 
choose from.

Sauce teams this year were; 

The Wells Fargo Pride Team, NNOT, 
Jensen & Co., Bohemian Burlesque, 
Queer Student Union, Planned Par-

 Harvey Milk page 2    

The oldest GLBTQ organization in the State of Nevada, The Silver Dollar 
Court Inc (SDC), has announced its candidates for Emperor and Empress 
XLIII. There are two candidates, one for Emperor Casey Heide and one for 
Empress Nikki Vuitton.

Any resident of the State of Nevada, except Clark, Lincoln and Nye 
counties or who live in the Lake Tahoe Basin and eastern Sierra Territories 
(Truckee or Susanville), with a valid state issued ID or driver’s license can 
vote on June  5 at OUR Center, 1745 South Wells Ave. Reno, 10 am to 7 pm.

Results of the community election will be announced at the conclusion 
of the annual Coronation at Harrah’s Reno on June 9. Coronation is the 

 SDC election page 2    

1993 - 2018

Attendees in the Auditorium at McKinley Arts for Harvey Milk Day

Queer Prom at OUR Center hosted by Nevada QSU

The Prom Court poses for a picture

Candidate for Emperor Casey Heide and Candidate for Empress Nikki Vuitton
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cized Amtrak’s investigation since 
it launched nearly three weeks 
ago, called the findings a “false 
theory” and said they have re-
peatedly received vague or mis-
leading information about the 
case.

“They have never had medi-
cal experts examine his body to 
determine the cause of his inju-
ries,” his parents, Damion Salazar 

was the creation of a Memorial 
Garden around the Big Tree in 
the middle of Wingfield Park. 
Names of those lost were writ-

ten on flowers 
and mount on 
sticks. 

Once the 
unique memo-
rial garden was 
created the fi-
nal two speak-
ers, Jen Howell 
spoke about 
NNOT and the 

AIDS Candlelight Memorial. 
Paco Lachoy spoke about the 
face of AIDS we didn’t see any-
more, the lost of over 800 peo-
ple he knew to the disease and 
the importance of the event 
not to only remember those 
lost but to honor those living 
with HIV/AIDS and those affect-
ed by the disease.

“I wear a red ribbon because 
I care,” Lachoy 
opened his 
remarks. “To-
day I wear the 
color purple 
for the spirit 
of the com-
munity from 
a flag created 
by a gay man. 
I have seen the face of AIDS and 
it is not pretty. I have been to 
26  Candlelight Memorials in 
Reno and lost over 800 people 
I have known. Today the face 
is much different. Many of you 
never saw the face I have seen.”

Lachoy went on to remind 
those gathered 
the purpose of the 
event. That it was 
an International 
grassroots educa-
tion and awareness 
event honoring all. 
He also mentioned 
the 1995  AIDS Me-

morial Quilt, display the largest 
in Nevada, which brought to 

light the plight of AIDS to Neva-
dans. More that 12,000 people 
attended the four day display, 
including the sitting Governor 
Bob MIller. Lachoy, Jane Fox, 
who was executive director of 
the Nevada AIDS Foundation at 
the time and local AIDS activ-
ist Ron Caughlin organized the 
display. Caughlin passed before 
the display was held.

Only one mainstream media 

representative was present at 
this years Candlelight Memo-
rial KOLO’s (Channel 8) Gurajal 
Sangha  who covered the open-
ing of the Memorial doing an 
informative piece, missing only 
that the Memorial is not only 
about those lost etc.

NNOT has announced May 
19, 2019 for the 30th annual 
Reno AIDS Candlelight Memo-
rial.

Candlelight Memorial

from page 1

Many people saw two errors that occurred in the last issue 
of therenogaypage.

The first was the fact the it was reported that OUR Center 
has 3 months in reserve for operating expenses. It is actually 3 
YEARS. The story was corrected in the current online edition. 

The second was the spelling of Sam Olson’s last name. Ther-
enogaypage reported it as Olsen when in fact it is Olson.

We apologize for any embarrassment these errors may 
have caused and have always strived to provide accurate and  
factual information having served the community for 25 years.

Oopsie: Our mistake

and Angie Barnett, said in a state-
ment to the media. “Their form 
of investigation has been little 
more than a smear campaign to 
sweep Aaron’s story under the 
rug.”

Members of Salazar’s fam-
ily have previously suggested 
he might have been brutally at-
tacked for being gay and Latino.

Authorities found Salazar 
along the railroad tracks about 4 
miles east of Truckee, in an area 
police describe as remote and 
with no vehicle or pedestrian ac-
cess points. The young man was 
rushed to a hospital in Reno. Ini-
tial reports said he was found at 
the Amtrak station in Truckee. 
Truckee Police confirmed he had 
never made it to Truckee.

In addition to his brain inju-
ries, Salazar suffered a broken 
pelvis and burns to the inside 
of his thighs. He remains uncon-
scious and unable to communi-
cate with police. He is off a ven-
tilator and breathing on his own.  
Supporters have launched a Go-
FundMe campaign to help with 
his medical costs.

Salazar’s friends and family 
in interviews have said he never 
exhibited depression or signs of 
emotional distress. His cousin 
Sonia Trujillo told The Reno Ga-
zette-Journal that Salazar was 
texting with his grandmother 
about exploring Sacramento dur-
ing a scheduled layover less than 
an hour before he disappeared 
from the train.

The mystery of exactly what 
happened remains. The only per-
son who can answer what hap-
pened 4 miles east of Truckee on 
May 15 is Aaron Salazar who is in 
ICU at Renown Medical Center 
recovering from his injuries in a 
coma.  

On May 25, six members of 
Oregon’s congressional delega-

tom (for Masquerade) was the 
non-binary title.

Crown King was Victor 
and Queen Olivia. There was 
a Prince and Princess but 
there was no authorizations 
for names to be released. The 
non-binary, called Phantom 
this year was Ash. There was 

not a non-binary can-
didate amongst the 
high school students in 
attendance. Winners 
received either a sash 
or cape.

Kim Uribe is the 
current president of 
the 33 year old stu-
dent organization that 
almost wasn’t in 1985. 
The ASUN Senate 
granted club status to 
the fledgling Gay and 
Lesbian Student Union 

(GLSU) by one single vote.
Queer Student Union is now 

on hiatus until the fall semester 
begins in August. QSU is look-
ing forward to doing more in 
the coming academic year with 
OUR Center.

tion called on Amtrak Presdient  
and CEO Richard Anderson to 
“promptly investigate with all 
possible resources” the incident, 
suggesting Salazar might have 
been the target of a hate crime.

Reno’s Mayor Hillary Schieve 
has also made a statement via 
twitter following the Amtrak 
press conference:

“I couldn’t be more disturbed 
by this investigation into @Am-
trak. Thank you @ThisIsReno for 
demanding answers for these 
families. Shocking to read about 
similar incidents to those of Aar-
on’s. We continue to pray for him 
while he clings to life in a Reno 
hospital. @AaronJusticefor”

ThiIsReno, a Reno based on-
line news service first published 
the story May 20 of the incident 
when approached by family 
members as Amtrak refused to 
comment or provide any infor-
mation to the family. Since then 
the story has gone national.

Many who have been follow-
ing the story locally have said 
they are confused as until the 
Amtrak news conference misin-
formation spread quickly via so-
cial media. The story broke five 
days after the incident when the 
family couldn’t get answers from 
Amtrak. 

A benefit is planned on the 
University of Nevada campus in 
Reno at the Knowledge Center, 
Love for Aaron on Saturday June 
9 starting at 9am.

This story is on going.

from page 1
Salazar mystery

Prom Night

from page 1

enthood del Mar, Sparks High 
School GSA, Nevada Youth Em-
powerment (NYEP), Children’s 
Cabinet and The VA Medical 
Center Veterans Services.

“This is a great event,” Sarah 
Paulsen, who was attending for 
the first time with friends said. 

“Its a great 
way to bring 
the commu-
nity together 
while having 
some fun do-
ing it. I really 
like the pasta 
sauce con-
test.”

Also on 
the menu were salad and 
french bread. Liberty Food and 
Provisions cooked the pasta

The Friday evening event 
face hurdles competing with 
Food Truck Friday, Spring Hot 
August Nights, an event at Aces 

Field. Plus it was graduation 
weekend at the University of 

Harvey Milk
from page 1 Nevada.

“What is important,” Mer-
edith Tanzer who chaired the 
event said. “We came together. 
Alot of new people. We are 
building bridges that is what we 
do - connect the community.”

OUR Center also presents its 
annual community (MilkMade) 
awards for Trailblazer (over 50), 
Leader of Tomorrow, (Some 
one under 30) Ally, Community 
Builder and Political Ground 
breaker. This year’s recipients 
were:
Trailblazer..
Doris Mae Webber
has been active in the gay the 

community for nearly half a centu-
ry and invited the sitting Governor 
of Nevada to a gay bar for a politi-
cal rally.
Community Builder...
Cody Mancini
started Carson Valley LGBTIQ and 

Allys in Carson City 
Political Ground Breaker

Nelson Araujo
is a sitting As-

semblyman from 
Clark County who 
sponsored AJR2 
(Marriage Equlity) 
and fought for 
educating foster 
parents and state 
employees about 
GLBTQ children.
Leader of To-

morrow
DePaul Vera
was a university student who cre-

ated EvadeAIDS to bring light to 
how the disease is devastating the 
Afro-American gay community.
Outstanding Ally
ACLU Nevada
has long fought for equality in the 

Silver State. During the last legisla-
tive session ACLU lobbyists worked 
hard to get GLBTQ bills though the 
legislature.
  Other MilkMade nominees 

were Sherrie Scaffidi, The Silver 
Dollar Court, TMCC, YeVonne 
Allen, Mayor Hillary Schieve.
  Pasta Sauce winners are 

by peoples choice as each at-
tendee gets a tickets to vote or 
their favorite sauce. This year’s 
peoples choice was the Pasta 
Sauce from NNOT. In second 
Bohemian Burlesque and third 
the Sparks High GSA.

largest fund raiser for the SDC 
in its philanthropic endeavours 
to help those in need, one dol-
lar at a time.

Candidates for the Board of  
Trustees, the body responsible 
for running the organization, 
will be elected on June 5 and 
results announced at Victory 
Brunch on June 10.

Candidates for the Board 
are:

Patrick Crabb
Sara Dickey
Casey Heide
Cody Koch (Hope Jewel)
Robert Long
Austin McDaniel (Sharpey)
Tony Pratt (Felicia)
Marsha Serman
Jed Spendlove (M. Gray)
Brandon Stephens 
    (Bradford Smith)
James Timmons (Savannah)
Jose Tortes (Plan B)

Cody Mancini receives his MilkMade Award from Jeromy Manke

MC Joe Graton

PaPa Bubble

Jen Howell

Paco Lachoy

Building the impromptu Memorial Garden in Wingfiled Park

Get your sauce here from one of the teams of cookers

Heighten police presence at the Memorial following the Friday incident at 5 Star

The impromptu Memorial Garden created to honor those lost to HIV/AIDS

from page 1

SDC Election


