
@RenoGayPage

Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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In Just two years, the Center bursts at the seams

Vannessa Gina named Closet Ball Queen 40

The 29th Annual Reno AIDS 
Candlelight Memorial will be held 
in Believe Plaza (formerly Reno 
City Plaza) on Sunday, May 20 at 
7:15 pm. The Reno Memorial joins 
hundred of other services as part of 
the world’s largest grassroots HIV 
awareness campaign- The Interna-
tional AIDS Candlelight Memorial.

This years memorial candlelight 
walk and service will feature sev-
eral short speeches and the aware-
ness walk through Downtown from 
the Plaza to the famous Reno Arch.
Reno’s Memorial not only honors 
those who have passed during the 

pandemic,but those living with and 
those affected by the HIV virus.

Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters, who 
are a local educational and social 
organization will be doing a blessing 
to open the Memorial. The Sisters 
are know for their condom ministry 
and AIDS education.

The first Reno AIDS Candlelight 
Memorial was held in 1987 and was 
produced by the Nevada AIDS Foun-
dation.  The Northern Nevada Out-
reach Team (NNOT) took over the 
event when NAF closed its doors.

Candlelight Memorial May 20

Spectrum’s next event is a day at Greater Nevada 
Field when the Reno Aces take on the Omaha Storm 
Chasers. This will be the summer picnic. It will feature 
admission to the park, a 2 hour buffet  and souvenir 
Ace’s cap. Tickets are $10 for members and $20 for 
non members. Tickets must be purchased by Mon-
day, May 28 on the Spectrum website: SpectrumNV.
org by credit card. Those wishing to 
pay by check may do so by send it to:

Spectrum Northern Nevada
Summer Picnic 2018
P O Box 336
Reno, NV 89504
Twenty years have passed since SPECtrum  was 

created by a group of GLBTQ community members 
who wanted something outside the bars. The GLBTQ 
community was rapidly growing and people felt it 
was time to have more than the “bars” for the com-
munity.

Gay culture in general was in a state of change 
as the community moved from only having the bars 
as community centers to actually having events, 

“It feels so surreal and feels good.” Vannessa Gina 
(Zackary Taylor) said following her crowning as Reno’s 
newest Closet Ball Queen at the Nugget in Sparks Sat-
urday Night, April 28. Nearly 200 people filled the Si-
erra Ballroom raising over $4200 for the charity event 
hosted by Empress XL Hope Jewel-Halston and the Sil-
ver Dollar Court.

Taking to the stage this year for the annual contest 
of transformation were four contestants for Queen but 
none for King. Contestants are presented on stage as 
the sex there were born and transformed in an hour 
to the opposite sex. Scoring is done on transformation, 
before and after and presentation. A panel of judges 
scores each contestant and they are tallied.

“ T h i s 
years result 
were ex-
tremely close. 
Terry Moul, 
the one who 
brought the 
event from 
S o u t h e r n 
California to 
Reno, said. 
“When I first 
started this I 
didn’t know it 
would be my 

legacy. Over the past 40 years this has been my favorite 
event in the community!”

Many in the community feel the same way about 
the event. It is always fun to see who competes in the 
transformation process and how many people they 
bring to support them to the event.

This is simply somewhat organized drag queen cha-
os,” a member of the audience was over heard saying. 
“... this is fun, exciting and we are even laughing. Its a 
good time!!”

This years contestants were Lester Tate (Savannah), 
Zackery Taylor (Hope), Stephan (Lady Elle) and Austin 
(Felicia). Each was given a drag queen to sponsor them 
- in return doing the contestants makeup, wardrobe 

etc.
“ H o w 

many of you 
have done 
serious drag 
before,” Em-
press Betty 
Booger asked 
the contes-
tants when 
they took to 
the stage as 
their trans-

“We’re late... I am so sorry... 
were late” Meredith Tanzer, Vice-
President and Director of Program-
ing said as it was 2:36 pm and the 
cake celebrating OUR Center’s sec-
ond anniversary was to be cut at 
2:30 pm.  But no one of the over 150 
people in attendance seemed to re-
ally care as there was socialization, 
friendship talked about and the be-
ing of a community to together. 

The idea to create a sustain-
able GLBTIQA Community Center 
in Reno started in 2009 when two 
gay men and two lesbians were out 
socializing and developed the idea, 
creating Build Our Center. They in-
corporated and the work began to 
raise funds to support opening a 
center.

Sam Olson, Bill Nelson, Angela 
and Pamela Brooks laid the founda-
tion. In 2010 the board was expand-
ed. Tory Clark, Meredith Tanzer, Je-
romy Manke, Jenny Oxier and Paco 
Lachoy were added to the board. 
Today the board has just three 
members Jeromy Manke, presi-
dent, Ms, Tanzer and Todd Eikle-
berger, Secretary/Treasurer.

“When we opened the Center, 
Todd announced at the party. “We 
wanted to have 3 years operating 
expenses in reserve. I am happy to 
report we still have that 3 year re-
serve.”

OUR Center exists on funding 
raising done by its board though 

events like Bun-
nies and Brunch, 
Harvey Milk Day 
and the Milk-
Made Awards 
and the big-
gest Northern 
Nevada Pride 

which last year 
drew 10,000 peo-
ple into Wingfield 
Park.

The pres-
ent space was 
opened with 
great fanfane, as it created a safe 
place to build, strengthen and con-
nect the community again.  Reno 
had a group in the mid -1990’s try-
ing to open a gay and lesbian cen-
ter in northern Nevada. A Rainbow 
Place come next but was not sus-
tainable and as a result it closed 
its doors.  OUR Center plans to be 
around a long time.

“In our 2nd year 4,630 signed in 

TThe contestants ready to return to the stage to again go before the judges. (Left to right ) are: Flossy d’Bauchery; Vannessa Gina; Sharpey; 
and Vivian of Westwood. If you  think they resemble people, they do as temd to look somewhat like there sponsor drag queen

The contestants from Closet Ball Queen before transformation began.

Meredith Tanser, Mayor Hillary Schieve, Todd Eikleberger and YeVonne Allen 

The crowd at OUR Center swelled as it was cake and Happy Birthday time.  People came in and out during the 3 hours afternoon social

Bill Nelson

Sam Olson

The Olsen Group/ReMax Real-
ity  has established a Business and 
Real Estate Scholarship for student 
sat Truckee Meadows Community 
College.

“I wanted to give back to the 
community,” Sam Olsen, company 
president told therenogaypage. 
“The community has done alot for 
me.”

The scholarship is available to 
any full or part-time student at 
TMCC with a 3.0 grand point aver-
age (GPA) and demonstrates a fi-
nancial need. The scholar is $1,500 
a year.

Olson is generous in giving back 
to the community by donating $100 
from every closing his company 
completes. The Olsen Group has 
help Eddy House, a place for home-

meetings, and actual community centers,. Spectrum 
hoped to fill what was missing for the local GLBTQ 
community by having those social, political (some-
thing Reno’s GLBTQ community was not noted for), 
educational and cultural events.

Spectrum hosted socials where people could 
come together and build friendships. The social as-

pect continues today with events 
outside the traditional “gay” bars.

Human Rights Night and the Reno 
Gay Film Festival (2002-04) were two 
cultural events produced by the orga-

nization. Human Rights Night was a fancy affair with 
speakers and a presentation. Spectrum also gave out 
community human rights awards and honored its 
outstanding volunteer of the year at the event.

The film festival was held in conjunction with 
CinemaReno. The event ended when CinemaReno 
folded. Since 2005 there have been two attempts  to 
restart a GLBTQ film Festival in Reno, Reno Gayla Film 
Festival held for 2 years and most recently the Reno 

Olsen Group 
creates TMCC
ScholarshipSpectrum Summer Picnic  June 16

see Closet Ball 
is...   page 2

see Center Celebration   page 2

see Spectrum 20  page 2 see Scholarship   page 2
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\Below are pictures taken during the 
transformation process of going from 
a boy to a girt in just one hour

Two people tabulating the judges scores to name the 2018 Closet Ball Queen

at the front desk,” Ms. Tanzer 
said. “This does not include all 
groups who have rented space 
or the incredible volunteers. 
Thank you the those who sup-
port us it has been a long road 
to get here and your support 
means everything to those who 
need a place to go!”

Ms. Tanzer said the number 
is likely closer to 1500 more to 
people who don’t sign in and 
the steady groups that meet 
at the Center. At times every 
space at the center has some-
thing going on in it. The cen-
ter has 7 spaces available: the 
Great Room, the Library, The 
Art space, 2 classrooms, the 
Board room and youth space.

“This was so overdue and 
needed,” Reno Mayor Hillary 
Schieve said as she attended  
the celebration and made the 
rounds chatting with everyone 
who was there. Mayor Schieve 
was at the grand opening of the 
Center in 2016 and helped cut 
the ribbon opening its doors.

The Center offered “birth-
day party” guests light snacks 
on a buffet table in the Great 
Room with sandwiches, salad, 
chips and dip. The cake was cut 
and served.

Recently expanded is the 
“lil” rainbow shop located at 
the reception desk selling t-
shirts and other Rainbow and 
Pride items. 

“I am stoked about the 

new orage displayrack and the 
growth in the small retail shop 
who proceeds go to the Cen-
ter,” Ms. Tanzer said. “ ...Look 
at it...  Hashtag #adorableretail, 
drop the mic!”

Next up for OUR Center will 
be the Harvey Milk Day and 
MilkMade Awards on Friday, 
May 18 at the McKinley Arts 
Center at Keystone and  River-
side Drives at 6 pm. It is $10 for 
12 and over and $5 for under 
12. The event includes the an-
nual all you can eat pasta and 
Spaghetti contest. 

A complete schedule of 
events for the month at OUR 
Center can be found online at 
OURCenterReno.org

Closet Ball is transformation
formed selves. Betty didn’t 
realize that one of the rules is 
contestants cant have done 
drag other than at Halloween.

Closet Ball is a night were 
drag queens are born. It is a 
night of fun and raising money 
for charity. Contestants can 
continue to do drag, should 
they choose or simply do the 
contest as there are no require-
ments for contestants or a win-
ner to anything more that par-
ticipate Closet Ball night.

therenogaypage asked 
the contestants backstage if 
they planned to do drag again 
other just the contest. The 
response...”well maybe, I don’t 
know......maybe”  One contes-
tant said “Yes definitely if I win 
(tonight)!

After winning Vannessa 
who was still stunned having 
won and never done anything 
like this or thought about do-
ing it before did the event with 
her(his) boyfriend Vivian of 
Westwood. 

Reno’s Empress Chanel 
(2006), Emperor Bubbles (Bub-
blicious, 2001) and Donovan 
(Mimi Coquette, 2014) all past 
Closet Ball Queens were pres-

ent at this years 
event.

By proclamation 
of Empress XII  linda 

Crawford, the Emper-
or can do drag only 
once during his year, 
Closet Ball is when 
the Emperor usu-
ally  transforms for 
the night. This year 
was no exception as 
Reiging Emperor Mt. 
Gray became Mrs. 

Gray.
 Serving as Mister and Mis-

tress of Ceremonies were the 
XLIV Emperor and Empress of 
CGNIE (Sacramento) Rocky Citi 
and Betty Booger. 

The two brought a different 
take on things as they added 
a lip sync battle to the hour of 
entertainment  provided during 
transformation process

Contestants, who were 
pulled from the audience were:  
Tiana (Little Momma), Becky 
(Rainbow girl), Alex (Big Dad-
dy), Catherine (Juicy Fruity) and 
Donovan (ponytail man). Some 

one asked Alex to take off his 
shirt and he said give me $20 
and it happened  - so he did. 

Round one of the battle 
did not do well. So round two 

happened then nar-
rowing the field to 
three before Pony 
Tail man took the 
title. The prize -- 
each was bought a 
beverage. The other 
surprise was a bid-
ding on another 
audience member 
coming to the stage 
and removing some 
clothing while lip 
syncing. Eric raised 
$90.

Door admissions 
and all tips were 
donated to the Sil-
ver Dollar Court 

charities fund which will be dis-
persed in June. This years chari-

ties are: Justin Hope Founda-
tion and the Northern Nevada 
Homeless Youth Foundation.

Entertainment was also pro-
vided by visiting Alaskan Betty 
Cocker, The newly elected Em-
press of CGNIE Jena un Dunt, 
Rocky Cargo, Crystal Towers-Jar, 
Jack-E, Chanel, Vel Vetta, and 

Nikki Vuittion.
Judging the event were Em-

press II Rusty (Dick Wells); Terry 
Moul; Empress V, X, XV and XVII 
Jack-E and Monique Manzo, 
who owns The Reno Empire, (a 
local GLBTQ dance studio).

Center celebration

Rocky and Betty pulled people from the audience to entertain in a lip sync battle. Audience contestants (left to right) are: 
Alex, Tiana, Becky, Catherine and Donovan.  

The candles are lit on the OUR Center 
Birthday cake by Todd Eikleberger

Spectrum 20
from page 1

from page 1

from page 1

from page 1

AMasquerade

 QSU (Queer Student Union) 
at the University of Nevada 
and Our Center are teaming 
together to host A Masquer-
ade, Queer Prom on Saturday 
May 12 from 7 o 10 pm in the 
Great Room at the Center.  OUR 
Center is located at 1745 South 
Wells Ave.

QSU has hosted a Queer 
Prom annually on campus open 
to university students, high 
school students and members 
of the general public. This year 
the “Queer” Prom is being held 

off campus.
The event is Free to attend 

with prom goers  being asked 
for a donation of $5 for the 
general public and $2 for high 
school students. Part of the 
proceeds will benefit OUR Cen-
ter, the local GLBTQ Community 
Center and  Eddy House, a facil-
ity for local homeless youth.

The dance and social is a 
first at the Center and designed 
to bring various segments of 
the community together

Queer Prom

 The Silver Dollar Court cam-
paign season will kick off at the 
annual Monarch’s Show on Sat-
urday, May 12 starting at 6 pm 
at FacesNV NightClub.

The show has become 
the night candidates for the 
position of Emperor and Em-
press for the next reign are 
announced and public cam-
paigning can begin. beginning 
campaign season. Board of Di-
rectors candidates are also an-

nounced. Voting will be held 
June 5 from 10am to 7 pm at 
OUR Center. A valid NV drivers  
license or ID , except the coun-
ties of Nye, Clark and Lincoln 
countries or a California licence 
or ID showing residence in the 
Lake Tahoe Basin. Truckee or 
Susanville is required.

The annual Monarch’s Bingo 
is set for Sunday May 20 at Fa-
ceNV starting at 2 pm.

Monarch’s Show set May 12
Candidate announcements

Outwest Film Festival. Neither 
festival drew large numbers.

The political climate has 
greatly changed since 1998. 
Individuals have been the mov-
ers and shakers politically more 
than groups.

Being social and building 
friendship is what Spectrum 
Northern Nevada is all about 
today.

Annual dues for the organi-
zation are only $10 year. Mem-
bers get a discounted rate for 
events such as the Summer 
Picnic or the Christmas party. 
There is a spring fling get to-
gether and a Halloween/Ne-
vada Day social. 

Spectrum’s board recently 
met to determine a direction 
for Spectrum which has seem 
its membership grow over the 
last few years. The board de-
cided to keep dues the same, 
but also devise ways to do fund 
raising to help support the 
events Spectrum wishes to pro-
vide to the community.

To help defry costs for the 
event, members will have a 
small charge. Non members 
can attend but not at the mem-
bership price. 

Fund raising will be some-
thing new for the organiza-
tion.  Several fund raisers will 
be planned and one major one 
a year will be held. Nothing has 
been planned yet as the board  
works to strengthen the group.

The Steven Hendrix Memo-
rial Scholarship is something 

the organization has long sup-
ported and will continue to 
support, awarding it annually. 

This year’s recipient is Ally 
Messer, a student at the Uni-
versity of Nevada. Scholarship 
applications are taken in the 
Spring with the winner(s) an-
nounced in May.

less youth and OUR Center, the 
product of Build Our Center.

Olson and his husband, Bill, 
founded Your Gay Reno a local 
media company which created 
podcasts, did online news and 
had started video productions 

before closing its doors.  He 
also was one of the four found-
ing members of Build Our Cen-
ter.

Scholarship

Reno’s Primetimers, a men’s 
social organization celebrating 
its 18th year in June, recently 
held elections for its Board of 
Directors at their May meeting.

Newly elected officers are: 
Larry Marks, president: Dan 
Doyle, Vice-president; Charlie 
Holland, secretary; Joe Sim-
onetti, treasurer; and Patrick 
Kelly and Bill Roche, Member-
saat large. They will assume 
their duties in July.

Primetimers meet the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month for 
Lunch at Claim Jumpers.

Primetimers
elect board


