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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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OUR Center celebrates 2 years
with a party on April 28

 Closet Ball 40 is set for the Nugget April 28

What was a dream almost 10 
years ago, OUR Center, the local 
GLBTIQA community center, will 
be celebrating its second physi-
cal space anniversary on Saturday, 
April 28 from 1 pm to 4 pm.

The public is invited to come vis-
it the center from  to socialize, get 
a tour if you haven’t already, and 
participate in the celebration with 
cake and the “happy birthday song” 
about 2:30 pm. Some light snacks 
will be served at this “stop by and 
say Hi “ event.

In was on April 29, 2016, with 
Reno’s Mayor Hillary Schieve at-
tended and helping to cut the rib-
bon the then seven year old Build 
Our Center officially opened a sus-
tainable viable GLBTIQ community 
Center. The Center is located at  
1745 So. Wells Ave. at the southern 
end of Reno’s Midtowne District, 
just south of the So. Wells Ave. 
roundabout, one block east of So. 
Virginia Street

According to Meredith Tanzer, 
the organization’s Vice-President 
and Director of Programming most 
nights we are open there is no free 
space available due to demand 
from the community.  The Center is 
open Tuesday to Friday from 2 pm 
to 8 pm and Saturday is 9 am - 6 pm.

The Center is sustained by do-
nors and fund raisers during the 
year. The largest being the annual 
Northern Nevada Pride Festival the 
4th Saturday of July in Wingfield 
Park. Other major events  include 
Harvey Milk Day and MilkMade  
(see story) awards around May 22 
(Milk’s birthday). and Bunnies and 
Brunch (see story) at Easter. 

The Center has made a name for 
itself in the community through the 
three member all volunteer board, 
Jeromy Manke, Meredith Tanzer 
and Todd Eikelberger. The center 
itself runs through its community 
volunteers manning the reception 
desk, cleaning, and providing tours.

OUR Center’s monthly calen-
dar of activities and events can be 
found on facebook and the Center’s 
website (OURCenterReno.org).

The Center has become the fo-
cal point for the community for 
meetings and gatherings. When the 
pulse shooting occurred the Center 

Splash Reno, a dance and video 
bar, has been nearly three years in 
the making at the 340 Kietzke build-
ing which formerly housed Visions, 
Revel Again, Neutron and Tronix. 
The inside has been remodeled, 
repainted and went through the 
permitting process. Awaiting final 
approval, it will open soon.  Splash 
signs have gone up on the building 
and the marquee.

Brian Aranda, who is the busi-
ness development director for 
Splash and Badlands, said the city 
approved the Special Use Permit for 
the property and they are awaiting 
building inspector approval on their  
remodeled outdoor patio area. The 
patio at Splash is covered and will 
have large screen TV’s. Smoking will 

only be permitted on the patio and 
all guests to the club must be 21.

Splash Reno has 18 parking 
spots and a handicap space on its 
property with lots of on-street park-
ing available. Splash will make three  

GLBTQIA dance/nightclubs in Reno.
Splash is the second Sacramento 

based gay bar to make the move to 
Reno. It had planned to open before 
Faces NV but was delayed. Faces NV 
opened in June 2017.

Bubbles, as most in the commu-
nity known him, wanted to keep the 
annual Easter Basket Auction for 
the Residence Program of Northern 
Nevada H.O.P.E.S. going following 
the closure of the Patio in Febru-
ary. He approached management 
at Faces NV to see if they would be 

Thanks to FacesNV,  Basket Auction continues

interested in hosting this years auc-
tion. FacesNV was happy to take on 
the event and held it April 14, rais-
ing $1450.

Thanks to Cody Koch, who man-
ages FacesNV, the event was a suc-
cess. 

“I wasn’t expected anything 

huge from this years Auction,” Bub-
bles told therenogaypage, “...but it 
just had to keep going in memory of 
Lou and Joe.”

In past years the event has an-
nually raised around $5,000 for the 
Residence Program. The program 
exists entirely on donations from 
the community.  The Residence Pro-
gram allows clients with a full blown 
AIDS diagnosis to live at home, pro-
viding up to $300 a month towards 
rent or utilities.

Members of the community do-
nated baskets to be auctioned off 
and FacesNV collected raffle prizes.

Lou McLain and his partner Joe 
Palanti, both who have passed,  
started the Easter Basket Auction 
in 1974. The Knights of Malta,, Lou 
was President, started the auction 
to be a charity fund raiser. 

The auction is done polish style 
with each bid a dollar and recog-
nized by the auctioneer. Bidding is 
timed and the last dollar collected, 
when the timer goes off, is the win-
ner.

rallied the community and nearly 
400 people attended the vigil put 
together in just a few hours. 

The only unpleasant thing to 
happen for the center was on Janu-
ary 2 of this year, the Center was 
vandalized. Someone threw rocks 
through all the windows at the Cen-
ter, breaking them and shattering 
glass inside everywhere. The vandal 
remains at large.

You can say that Closet Ball is a 
place Drag Queens and Kings are 
born. It’s a chance to be exposed to 
what being a drag queen is-- even if 
it is for one night. Reno’s Closet Ball  
was brought from Southern Califor-
nia by Terry Moul and Chris Chilton 
in 1978. Four decades later it is one 

of the most looked forward to fun 
events in the GLBT community.

Closet Ball 2018 will be the 40th 
time contestants take to the stage 
first as the sex they were born and 
in hour return as the opposite sex 
on April 28 at the Nugget in Sparks 
doors opening at 7 pm.  Admission 

is $10 and money raised goes to the  
Silver Dollar Court’s Charities.

The event is traditionally the 
night the Reigning Emperor of the 
Silver Dollar Court does drag.  One 
of the proclamations from a past 
Empresses states that an Emperor 
can only do drag once during their 
reign.  

Each contestant has a drag 
queen assigned to sponsor them 
during the contest. The sponsor 
does the transformation, from 
make-up to dress, hair and shoes. A 
panel of judges scores each contes-
tant based on transformation from 
one sex to the other.

Contestants are being sought. 
Applications are available at Fac-
esNV or from the shows hostess 
and producer Hope Jewel-Halston. 

continued on page 2   

 University seeking local drag queens in
Sociology department research project
A call has gone out to the local 

drag community to help in a re-
search project at the University of 
Nevada Sociology Department be-
ing conducted by Dr. Kjerstin Gruys 
and Steph Landros.

The study is open to Drag 
Queens and Drag Kings 18 years 
and older in and effort to gather in-
formation on cultural experiences, 

perspectives and stories of drag 
performances in rural urban areas 
in an effort to understand the expe-
rience of diverse gender presenta-
tion and performance.

Dr. Gruys can be reached at 
kgruys@unr.edu or (415) 802-9956 
or Ms. Landeros at slanderos@ne-
vada.unr.edu

The Silver Dollar Court drag 
queens, with wigs in tow, and 
members of the community, who 
dawned wigs, took over Kings Skate 
Country on April 15 to raise $870 
for the charities of the 42nd reign. 

The idea of Wigs on Wheels 
came from Austin McDaniel who 
organized the event. The reigning 
Empress Savannah Jewel and Em-
peror Mr Gray were at the event 
entertaining and skating.

Local Drag Queens 
put on skates

Harvey Milk Day and MilkMades
coming to McKinley Arts May 18

Our Center will host the 7th an-
nual Harvey Milk Day and 6th annu-
al MilkMade Awards on Friday May 
18 at the McKinley Arts Center on 
Riverside Drive along the Truckee 
River.

Reno’s Harvey Milk Day started 
simply in 2012 at the Believe Plaza 
(formerly Reno City Plaza) with a 
small outdoor ceremony featuring 
music, entertainment and short 
speeches. Today the event features 
the MilkMade Awards honoring 
members of the GLBTQIA commu-
nity who have contributed to the 
advancement, acceptance and un-
derstanding of the community. The 
MilkMade Awards were created in 
2013. 

Besides honoring community 
members, there is a Pasta Sauce 
contest, All-you-can eat pasta, en-
tertainment and surprises. Tickets 
are $10 for those 12 and up and 
$5 for those under 12. OUR Cen-
ter does not want anyone left out. 
If there is a financial issue contact 
Meredith Tanzer at the Center. A 
raffle will also be held. 

Nominations are now being ac-
cepted for this years awards. There 

is the Trailblazer (over 50); Out-
standing Ally; Community Builder; 
Leader of Tomorrow (under 30) 
and Political Ground Breaker. For 
nominations go to the OUR Center 
Reno facebook page and look for 
the nomination link.

Harvey Milk was the first open-
ly gay candidate and first elected 
to the Board of Supervisors in San 
Francisci. He worked hard for equal-
ity not only in the GLBTQ commu-
nity but for all minorities. He was 
murdered along with San Francisco 
Mayor George Moscone in 1978 by 
then supervisor Dan White. Milk 
became a martyr in the gay com-
munity.

more pictures page 2

Fresh coats of paint and signage in place as  Splash Reno awaits final permit issuance

One of the baskets up auction was donated by Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters

Wigs Galore were just not on drag queens 
but on most in attendance

The ribbon was cut by Mayor Hillary Shieve, Councilman David Bobzien, Center Presi-
dent Jeromy Manke to officially open OUR Center on April 29, 2016

Splash Reno awaits final approvals to be open
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from page 1
There is a fee to enter the con-
test and there other rules. A 
contestant can not have done 
drag more than Halloween; 
they must be 21 years of age 
and they must have fun. Being 
named Closet Ball Queen or 
King has no obligations to raise 
funds or participate at other 
fund raisers. Winners are asked 
to attend Closet Ball the follow-
ing year.

This year contestants are 
also being scored on raffle tick-
et sales as the event is a fund 
raiser. 

Proceeds from the evening 
will benefit the two charities 
of the 42nd Reign- Justin Hope 
Foundation and Northern Ne-
vada Homeless Youth Founda-
tion.

The event is in the Resort 
Tower (formerly West Tower) 
Sierra Rooms. Tickets are avail-
able at the door and are $10.

Now 20 years old,  Spectrum Northern Nevada issues a state of the organization message

 “It takes balls!” the poster 
said for a newly created charity 
event produced by TYCO Pro-
ductions of Reno called Give 
Back Bingo. The event is be-
ing held monthly at Blind Dog 
Tavern in the Arlington Towers 
Building in downtown Reno.

Ms. Jane Does Moore, a lo-
cal drag queen extraordinaire, 
hosts Bingo whose proceeds 
go to a designated local charity 
each month. April’s charity was 
the Crisis Call Center. on April 
19. In March Safe Embrace ben-
efited. 

It is $10 for the night to play.
For more information check 

out TYCO Productions on Face-
book.

Closet Ball

Began as an alternative to 
the “gay” bar scene in 1998 as 
the Reno GLBTQ community 

began to grow rapidly a group 
of individuals created Spectrum 
Northern Nevada. It branded 

itself as a Social, Political, Edu-
cational and Cultural organiza-
tion.  Today the group provides 

social interaction and special 
interest groups for the GLBTIQA 
community.

“Moving forward, we are 
pleased to announce,” Les-
lie Long, current president, 
wrote in an e-mail message to 
members, “We are absolutely 
making plans to provide the 
membership with fun social 
opportunities at no cost (inter-
est groups, day at Sparks Ma-
rina), to low cost (Taylor Chicks, 
Spectrum Summer Picnic at 
the Aces, parties, TINN movie 
night, UNR sporting events, to 
maybe a moderate cost Holiday 
Party. “ 

Over the past three years 
the membership of Spectrum 
has grown. Membership is $10 
a year. Besides the social ac-
tivities. The Spectrum special 
interest groups are: First Thurs-
day Lunch Brunch; TINN (Trans 
in Northern Nevada); LDG (Les-
bian Discussion Group). Spec-
trum hopes to add additional 
special interest groups as mem-
bers step forward to moderate 
or create new groups.

“We have chosen to keep 
the cost of an annual mem-
bership $10 a year,” Ms Long’s 
e-mail continued. “... and we 
intend to support the Steve 
Hendrix Memorial Scholarship 
and other local charities.  We 
believe supporting the GLBTQ 
and larger community is an op-
portunity to show the world 
who we are as valuable and 
contributing members of soci-
ety who care about each other 
and our community.”

Coming up is the Spectrum 
annual Summer picnic party 
which this year is at Greater 
Nevada Field (Aces Ballpark) 
June 16 with a game between 
the Aces and the Omaha Storm 
Chasers at 7:05 pm.  The Sum-

mer Picnic is $10 for Spectrum 
members and $20 for non 
members.

Included in is a 2 hour buf-
fet style dinner featuring brats 
and  pulled pork, admission to 
the park, a private cash bar and 
an Aces ballcap.

Tickets can be purchased 
on the Spectrum website or by 
mailing a check to:

Spectrum - Summer Picnic
P O Box 336 
Reno, NV 89504. 
The deadline to reserve tick-

ets is Monday, May 28. 
Spectrum also recently 

closed applications for its an-
nual Steven Hendrick Memo-
rial Scholarship.  A recipient 
was selected at the April Board 
meeting and letters are being 
sent to all applicants.

Spectrum can be reached 
on its website: Spectrumnv.org 
or on facebook. 

The second annual Bunnies 
and Brunch was held on the 
front lawn of the McKinley Arts 
Center on March 31 as a fam-
ily friendly event for kids young 
and old by OUR Center.

The local GLBTQ Commu-
nity Center started the event 
in 2017 as community mem-
bers with children were seeking 
more kid friendly events.

There is the eggcelent Egg 
Hunt, A Best Bunny ears con-
test and the parade of pan-
cakes.  Pancakes were the main 
item on the brunch menu cre-
ated by teams from Nevada 
Youth Empowerment Program; 
Wells Fargo Pride Team; OUR 
Center; Eddy House; TMCC and 
Planned Parenthood Del Mar.

Volunteers at the center 

stuffed Easter eggs for the hunt 
which were strewn around the 
lawn, tucked in tees, shrubs 
and bushes for children to go 
and find. Prizes were awarded 
to who gathered the most.

A prize was also awarded for 
the Best Bunny ears.

Two local businesses provid-
ed assistance: Jensen & Co and 
Doughboy Donuts.

The Easter Bunny provided by Celadon 
EventsTMCC’s Wizard’s Warehouse Vonnie and Nick made pancakes

The Wells Fargo Pride team serves its version of pancakesThe NYEP team serving up fruit filled pancakes

Meredith Tanzer Vice-President and 
Todd Eikelberger, Sec-Treas.

Jeromy Manke, OUR Center president

Several art pierces created by Reno Arts works were placed around on the lawn

“Look at all the eggs I collected”The  Best Bunny Ears parade and contest was something added this year Andranik Vuitton entertains

Chris and Jeffrey

Reigning Empress and Empress
Savannah Jewel and Mr. Gray

The local drag community turned out for the Wigs on Wheels fund raiser

Pictures from Wigs on Wheels

Bunnies and Brunch 2 big success for OUR Center

Local Drag Queen
hosts monthly Bingo
benefiting charities


