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follow us online: 

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are 
published on an irregular 
basis depending on the 
activity in the GLBTIQA 
community and the need 
to disseminate informa-
tion. Stories of crucial 
interest are released as 
need through our word-
press blog, on  facebook 
and twitter.  Therenogay-
page can be reached at 
renogaypage@gmail.com.
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Community calls vandalism a Hate Crime
Reno Police investigation - not just yet

The Incident
On Tuesday night, January 2 at ap-

proximately 7 pm a man described as 
between 6’ and 6’4” weighing about 
160-180 pounds possibly wearing 
a ski mask yelled “Get Down, Get 
Down” before he started hurling 
rocks through the windows of OUR 
Center, the local GLBTQA Community 
Center. There was no advanced warn-
ing of the attack until  the “Get Down” 
was heard!

The three windows facing South 
Wells Ave, on the eastern edge of Re-
no’s up and coming Midtown District  
and the South end of the Wells Ave. 
Corridor, and the door were shat-
tered. Shards of glass lay throughout 
the reception area and as far into the 
building a 40 ft down the hall near the 
entrance to the Great Room.

At the time of the incident an alco-
hol anonymous group was holding its 
weekly meeting, several volunteers 
were in the building and a couple was 
getting a tour of the facilities, some-
thing the occurs with great regularly. 
No one was injured according to wit-
ness statements and the police report 
filled following the incident.

Four large rocks were found inside 
the Center. Police took three of them 
into custody as evidence in the case.  

News of the event spread fast on 
social media. Therenogaypage was 
contacted by about 10 people asking questions about what was known 
about shots being fired at Our Center?  and why wasn’t there any social 

media activity  on the incident. 
At the time, nothing had made its 
way to social media yet. NO gun 
shots were ever fired at the Cen-
ter. It was large rocks thrown that 
shattered the double paned glass. 
Several people worked quickly to 
get the information out to the gen-
eral public.

OUR Center’s board members 
were reached out to and response 
was limited at first as they raced to 
the Center to survey the damages.

Social media posts began to ap-
pear reassuring the community it 
was NOT gun shots as initially re-
ported.

Therenogaypage’s post read:  
There are reports circulating that 
OUR Center, the local GLBTIQA 
Community Center, was shot at 
earlier this evening. That is incor-
rect. Rocks were thrown, braking 3 
windows and the front door. There 
was activity at the Center it being 
Tuesday. 

There were no injuries just 
shaken nerves.

“OUR Center was created to be 
a safe place,” Jeromy Manke said. 

“It isn’t a place just for members of the GLBTQA community but others as 
well. Many different community groups use the Center.” Manke went on to 
say that the Center would not close due to the incident. It would remain 
open operating as normal with its usual schedule.

OUR Center posted a video of the damage done via Facebook Live ask-
ing members of the community for help to report any information possibly 

known to the Reno Police Department or contact the Center. The video 
went viral as did a short Associated Press (AP) story posted by the local CBS 
affiliate KTVN. The Facebook video was over 36,000 views and the story 
had been seen as far away as Budapest.

All three network affiliate television stations sent crews to the Center 
once they received the information about the incident. The Reno Gazette-
Journal also featured a front page story on the vandalism.

OUR Center served over 8,000 visitors in the first year after opening its 
doors on April 29. 2016. It took a dedicated board of directors seven years 
to raise the funds to open a sustainable Center. The Center relies of grants, 
community donations and various fund raisers its holds during the year. 

The main one being Northern Nevada Pride, in late July each year.
There was also a report that a rock was thrown through a window at 

Carls-The Saloon,  a local GLBTQ bar, located about a mile to a mile and 
half south of the Center, around the same time.  It is not know if the two 
incidents are related.

Community reaction
Reaction from the local GLBTQA community was one of shock and dis-

belief that the incident happened. Initial community response was brand-
ing the incident as a “hate crime”.  While the incident seems to target the 
GLBTQA Center, Reno Police are presently treating the incident as vandal-
ism and destruction of property.

“Sad very sad,” Meredith Tanzer, Vice-President and Director of Pro-
graming at the Center said in the Facebook Live video when asked in the 
Facebook live video about the incident.

“I would hope and 
really like to hope 
(that this wasn’t),” 
Ms, Tanzer told KRNV, 
the local NBC affiliate. 
“...but this is hate of 
some kind.”

Social media 
posts were popping 
up seeking support 
for the Center, who 
is responsible for the 
damages and getting 
the windows repaired, 
The report filed with 
the police initially 
said $3,000 worth 
of damages, making 
the vandalism a gross 

misdemeanor.  The Center 
is presently trying to final-
ize the replacement cost 
for the windows and door.

“What the hell???” 
one social media post 
said. Several others con-
tained language inappro-
priate to repeat showing 
the outrage from com-
munity members. “Is ev-
eryone alright?” Another 
asked and it seemed to 
be the seemed to be the 
most asked question. Oth-
ers raced to the Center to 
see what they could do.

“We are here at OUR 
Center, even in our little 
city this still happens,” 
YeVonne Allen, Marketing 
Director for Northern Ne-
vada Pride, said while shooting the video to let the community know what 
happened. “…it sort of goes to show that even in what we think is progres-
sive Reno, that we are getting so much better, so excepting, that there are 
people with so much hate in there hearts out there.”

 Ms. Allen’s Facebook Live video went viral and appeared in several 
news stories where she was identified as the unknown person shooting 
the video.

OUR Center asked people to go to its Razoo giving page to help cover 
the cost of the damage done by the vandal. An amount raised was not 
available at press time. According to Manke, the funds raised will be used 
to help defray the cost to replace the windows and to install a video sur-
veillance camera system. At the time of the incident there were few cam-
eras in the area, according to police.

Manke said there was a huge outpouring of community support and 
people showed up to help clean up the damage. Lauen Hufft of Prism Mag-
ic and  Jerry Snyder of the Generator organized getting plywood to cover 

The front of OUR Center the night of January 2 after a man identified as wearing a ski mask hurled rocks through the windows and 
front door of the local GLBTQA Community Center sending shock waves of disbelief the Center was vandalized. 

Two of the four rocks thrown through the 
double paned windows and door at OUR 

Center by an unknown vandal

OUR Center President Jeormy Manke and Prism Magic’s Lau-
ren Hufft chat during the vandalism clean up

A reporter from KRNV interviews Meredith Tanzer, OUR 
Center Vice-President about what happened with the 
boarded up damaged windows and door behind them.

An inside view looking out of the damage done to OUR Center, a community effort that 
took seven years to open as a “safe place” now the victim of vandalism.

see vandalism, page 2
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from page 1

The symbol of the rainbow shows through the shattered window at OUR Center shedding light on 
the resolve of the community to persevere moving forward despite the vandalism at Our Center.

Jeromy Manke issued a statement of resolve that the Center would re-
main open operating its normal schedule despite the vandalism. 

windows until an insurance adjuster 
could survey the damage.  As of press-
time windows were still boarded up 
waiting final estimates so the damage 
can be repaired.
   Three fund raisers are planned for the 
Center to further raise funds to help re-
pair and secure the Center against fur-

ther acts of vandalism. 
On Saturday, The Reno Empire, a 

dance studio, will host a day long free 
dance lesson sessions from 9 am to 
approx 3 pm, ranging from Hip Hop, 
Zumba, Feel Flow, Heels, Salsa to Belly 
dancing. Any donation amount will be 
accepted going to the Center. 

On Sunday, January 14 at the Patio 

will host  Looking out 
for OUR friends, as 
the cast of Get Bent 
will reunite for a spe-
cial Karaoke benefit-
ting the Center start-
ing at 7 pm.  

Reigning Emperor 
Jed Spendlove, of the 
Silver Dollar Court is 
teaming up with the 5 
Star Saloon for a drag 
show Friday, January 
19 starting at 10 pm. 
All entertainers are 
welcome, please con-
tact the 5 Star in ad-
vance. Jello shots will 
be sold.

Police Investigation
The investigation 

into the act of van-
dalism by the Reno Police Department 
(RPD) is on going and could take a while, 
according to Officer Tim Broadway, 
spokesman for the RPD. 

“The Crimes Division has assigned 
a detective to the case,” Office Broad-
way said. “They are currently trying to 
gather evidence by seeing what video 
surveillance is available and talking with 
witnesses, along with residents of the 
area to see if anyone saw anything re-
lated to the case. These types of cases 
can be lengthy.”

Anyone with information can con-
tact the Crimes Division of the RPD at 
(775) 334-2134 or if they wish to remain 
anonymous contact Secret Witness at 
(775) 322-4900 or text a tip to 847411 
keyword SW. Secret Witness is offering a 
$500 reward for information leading to 
the arrest of the vandal.

Officer Broadway said in the initial 
canvassing of the area little video foot-
age was available and the department 
is asking for the community’s help in 
solving the vandalism incident with any 
information that might be helpful from 
the night of January 2.

At present, RPD is treating what 
happened at the Center as an isolated 
incident and act of destruction of prop-
erty. There have been no other incidents 

against the lpcal GLBTQ community in 
many years, which could mean this is an 
isolated incident, according to Officer 
Broadway.

To be a hate crime, Officer Broadway 
confirmed that police need to know the 
vandal’s motive and whether or not he 
is a member of the GLBTQ community. 
That can not be determined without a 
suspect.

As part of its normal operating pro-
cedure any time an act of vandalism 
happens against a business or organiza-
tion of any kind, the department steps 
up its patrols in the area.  Officer Broad-
way said that had been other acts of 
vandalism (smashed windows) reported 
in the South Wells Corridor where OUR 
Center is located.

Officer Broadway also said that fol-
lowing incidents of vandalism the de-
partment strongly recommends video 
surveillance as a deterrent to crime be-
cause it provides possibly a picture of 
suspect(s) to officers.  RPD encourages 
businesses to get surveillance system 
and to train the business or organiza-
tions employees/volunteers how to use 
it when police arrive to assist in the in-
vestigation any time there is an incident, 
whether in their business/organization 
or nearby.
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