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Therenogaypage

follow us online: 
therenogaypage.com

therenogaypage.wordpress.com

therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media.  Issues 
of the newspaper are pub-
lished on an irregular basis 
depending on the activ-
ity in the GLBTIQA com-
munity and the need to 
disseminate information. 
Therenogaypage can be 
reached at renogaypage@
gmail.com.
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Love is the Key 
Sparks GSA Summit

S p a r k s 
High School 
will host a 
GSA Sum-
mit in the 
Sparks High 
Theatre on Saturday May 20 from 
10am  to 3 pm. they are calling 
“Love is the key!”

“We are excited about hosting 
this event,” GSA member Casey 
Rongavilla said . “It should be fun, 
educational and informative.”

The event, open to high school 
students throughout western Ne-
vada, will feature a series of work-
shops on: Transgender rights, with 
a panel of three people who have 
transitioned; Stonewall and the 

H i s t o r y 
of Gay 
Rights; A 
Chautau-
gua fea-
turing Joe 

Daniel Montelongo; P-FLAG (Par-
ents, Friends and Families of Lesbi-
ans and Gays) Reno/Sparks Chapter, 
a support group for those with GLB-
TIQ family members or friends will 
be present; There will be classes on 
yoga, a great way to relieve stress 
and a Improv workshop hosted by 
members of the Utility Players, to 
get your chuckle on.

Lunch will be available. 
The first Sparks GSA Summit was 

held in 2014. 

A Bunnicorn you ask... 
Yes there was a bunnicorn in the 

mix with a rabbit and toast at the first 
Bunnies and Brunch hosted by OUR 
Center at the McKinley Arts and Cul-
ture Center on April 15.  The family 
friendly event (the more kids the bet-
ter) brought out over 80 people to its 
inauguration.

“This event was great,” Ted Mi-
cheals, who was driving by and 
stopped with his two daughters, 
said.”You go to these events and the 
kids get a couple of eggs and a few 
pieces of candy. My kids here got over  
20 eggs each. ”

There was a contest for which 
child got the most eggs. The most col-

Sport Health Wellness Summit
held at OUR Center a success

Spectrum awards scholarships

Spectrum, through the generosity 
of the Norris-Rocaberte Family Foun-
dation awarded the 2017 Steven Hen-
dricks Memorial Scholarship totally 
$5.000 to four individuals on April 27 
at Bistro 7.

Spectrum created the Steven Hen-
dricks Memorial Scholarship in 2008. 
He was an active volunteer with Spec-
trum Northern Nevada and had been 
named Volunteer of the Year in 2003 
by the organization. The scholarship 
was created when then president 
Karen Goody moved at a meeting to 
do so, following Hendrick’s passing. 

The annual scholarship is open to  
anyone who is or will be attended a 
Northern Nevada college or univer-
sity. 

Scholarships were awarded to Ally 
Messer, a student at Nevada; John 
Mikulak, a student at Nevada and 
TMCC; Casey Rongavilla and Carlos 
Sandoval, who are both seniors at 
Sparks High School. 

Spectrum awards the scholarship 
based on need and community ser-
vice. Applications are taken from Sep-
tember to March. Applications must 

OUR Center Harvey Milk Day
now at Bartley Ranch Park

continued on page 2      
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Center Celebrates its first year
OUR Center, the western Nevada 

GLBTIQA Community Center celebrat-
ed its first “birthday” with a barbecue 
and party at the facility on So. Wells 
Ave in Reno on April 
29.  More than 200 
people came to the 
celebration to honor 
the accomplishment 
of the seven year 
process it took to 
organize, fund raise 
and locate a suitable 
facility to house the 
Center.

“When I became president of 
Build OUR Center in 2011, having a 
space was a distance dream,” Jeromy 
Manke told threnogaypage. “Today 
that dream is a reality and it is a year 
old!”

The Center has seen over 8,000 
people pass through its doors during 
its first operational year, according to 

Begun in Reno City Plaza in 2012 
by Build Our Center (OUR Center 
now)to honor GLBTIQA rights cham-
pion Harvey Milk, the event has 
grown to being a major fund raiser 
for the western Nevada GLBTQIA 
Community Center. Set for May 19, 
the event has struggled this year to 
find a location to host the event big 
enough to handle the anticipated 

crowd.
Originally scheduled for the 

McKinley Arts and Culture Center, 
where it was located in 2016, it 
was moved to the larger California 
Building at Idlewild Park, but be-
cause of Food Truck Fridays start-
ing, it has been moved again.

The Barkley Ranch Western 
Heritage Interpretive Center is  lo-
cated off Lakeside Drive south of 
McCarran, will be the location of 
the Spaghetti Feed and Paste Sauce 
Contest along with the 2017 Milk-
Made Awards honoring members 
of the GBTIQA Community.

The awards began in 2013 
and honor a political ally, Leader 

Breaking News:  

Reno ACES to host 
Pride Night in August

The details of the first Pride Night at the Reno Aces are 
still being worked out and arranged with no date set yet 
other than it will happen sometime in late August at Greater 
Nevada Field in downtown Reno.

Pride Night at the Aces is designed to promote diversi-
ty, equality and acceptance of all in the community. Pride 
Nights are held by many major league teams.

The Reno Aces, the AAA affiliate of the Arizo-
na Diamondbacks, are working with OUR Center on 
the first of its kind “Pride Night” in northern Nevada. 
As details become available, therenogaypage will inform the 
community.

Vice-President and Program Director 
Meredith Tanzer. 

“There have been 128 organiza-
tions who have held meetings or ac-

tivities at the Center,” 
Ms. Tanzer told those 
gathered at the Cen-
ter’s “birthday Party”. 
“The center is success-
ful because groups 
and organizations are 
invested in it, partici-
pate with and use it. It 
would not be possible 
without the support of 

the community. Thank You!”
The Center’s birthday party fea-

tured a barbecue with hot dogs and 
hamburgers on a day where the 
weather couldn’t have been more 
perfect.  The facility located at 1745 
South West Ave, one block east 
of South Virginia Street, offers the 

Shane Wickes, who is 
an out and proud football 
coach at Bishop Manogue 
Catholic High School in 
Reno spoke to those gath-
ered at the OUR Center 
Sport, Heath and Well-
ness Summit on April 29.

“I have issues with a 
sport that doesn’t take 
action about acceptance 
and diversity,” Wickes said 
in his opening remarks to 
the Summit. “There is 
a culture of non accep-
tance, misunderstanding 

and misinformation that cause people to remain closeted and not true to 
themselves.”

Wickes said there could easily be and most likely are players in football 
who are fearful of losing their job if it is discovered they are “gay” He strongly 
takes a position that the culture in the NFL has to change.

lected was 64 by Sunshine, a 10 year 
old girl. Many of the children who 
participated in the Egg hunt collected 
more than 20 eggs each.

“This is alot of fun,” Tyler, a 7 year 
old said. “Look at all the eggs I got!”

The event came about as OUR 
Center was looking to expand the 
number of family friendly events it of-
fered to the community as there had 
been a request from GLBTIQA fami-
lies with children for more activities.

Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters also 
participated with OUR Center hand-
ing all the egg hunt and game activi-
ties. The Sisters, well known for the 
colorful and theme attire came as 
rabbits and a bunnicorn.  And what is 
a bunnicorn?

It is a combination of a unicorn 
and a rabbit created by Sister Daffo-
dil D’eau.  The Bunnicorn, Rabbit and 
Toast were popular to grab a picture 
with.

OUR Center provided a reasonably 
priced brunch before the egg hunt 

continued on page  2
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OUR Center in conjunction with 
Spoken Views Collective will host 
Rainbow Open Mic and Slam the 
second Friday of the month  in May, 
June, July and August at 7 pm.

The event is set for the Great 
Room at the Center. Sign ups start at 
6:30pm. Open Mic is free but Slam 
has a $5 buy-in.

The evening will feature music, 
comedy and slam poetry.

NO Candlelight
Memorial in 2017

As the third Sunday is May is rap-
idly approaching several attempts 
by therenogaypage to contact the 
Northern Nevada OutReach Team  
(NNOT) have gone unanswered seek-
ing information about Reno’s Annual 
AIDS Candlelight Memorial.

The event was started by the Ne-
vada AIDS Foundation and passed to 
NNOT when the foundation closed its 
doors. 

Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters have 
also hosted the event in conjunction 
with NNOT in the past.

The event has been held in several 
downtown churches and of late in the 
Believe Park at Reno City Plaza along 
the banks of the Truckee River.

May 21 is International AIDS Can-
dlelight Memorial Day and after 26 
years, Reno will not be participating 
as no information is available.

Elko group seeks Pride Center

They call themselves LGBTQElko with the goal and hope to one day open a 
Pride Center in northeastern Nevada, some 300 miles via Interstate 80 east of 
Reno.  LGBTQAElko was formed in 2012 and meets monthly.

President of the organization is Tressy Lynn, who was featured in a radio 
interview on gay culture in rural Nevada produced by the UC Berkeley J-School 
in June 2015.  Ms. Lynn discussed the need for a center in Elko because there 
have been teen suicides and there are no resources for GLBTQ persons there.

“We need a center,” Ms. Lynn told North Gate Radio after Elko hosted the 

This is a Bunnicorn. This one is a tree huger

Shane Wickes, a local native and out football coach and 
player was the keynote speaker at the Sports Summit.

Members of LGBTQElko who participated in the Elko Cinco 
de Mayo Parade May 6 

Steven Hendrick Memorial Scholarship recients 2017 and Spectrum Board Members.

continued on page 2      
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from page 1
of Tomorrow (someone under 
30), Trailblazer (some over 50), 
Community Builder and Political 
Groundbreaker. Nominations for 
the awards closed on May 1.

The cost for the event is $10 
for adults and $5 for children. 
Tickets can be purchased at the 
door. 

center enough 
outdoor space 
to BBQ outside 
their back door.

The Center 
features a recep-
tion area, com-
plete with the 
Rainbow Shop-
pe, an informa-
tion area where 
groups and or-
ganizations can 
leave posters, 
fliers and ma-
terials. There 
is a conference 
room, two small 
classrooms, an 

and games began. The brunch 
featured Dough Boy donuts, 
juice, water, coffee, bacon and 
pancakes cooked on a griddle 
by OUR Center volunteer Brian 
Jensen. There was even a rabbit 
pancake complete with ears

“I cant believe this brunch 
and its only $5,” Tom Plenton, 
who came by and saw the ac-
tivity, said.  “This is amazing. I 
hadn’t heard of this group be-
fore but I am a fan now. I hope 
they do this again next year. If 
so, we will be there.” He was ac-
tually headed to the Easter eggs 
hunt at Idlewild Park before 
stopping at McKinley Arts.

There were prizes for all the 
kids provided by OUR Center. 

“We just wanted a fun fam-
ily friendly event,” Meredith 
Tanzer, Vice-president and Di-
rector of Programing said. “I 
am pleased with how well this 
event went for being its first 
time. Look at everyone here 
they are having a good time, 
fund and enjoying this.”

Our Center volunteers 
stuffed plastic eggs with candy 
and goodies for days before 
the event to insure there were 
enough for everyone.)

“This was the best!” 6 year 
Todd said. “lookie at what I got.” 
(as he picked up his basket and 
showed everyone. 

include a letter  of what it would 
mean to be awarded the schol-
arship and two letters of recom-
mendation. Applicants must also 
show proof of acceptance or reg-
istration at college or accredited 
trade school. 

The OUR Center event was 
developed and coordinated by 
volunteer John Mukalak. Muka-

first Elko Gay Pride in Lamoille 
Canyon.

Currently the Northeastern 
Nevada Pride Center is just in the 
planning stages similar to OUR 
Center which took 7 years to get 
open.

“We just don’t have the re-
sources yet to open a center,” Ms 
Lynn told therenogaypage. “We 
want to meet  with the board 
at OUR Center and see what we 
need to do.”

LGBTQElko hosts monthly so-
cials at a local church  and recent-
ly participated in the Elko Cinco 
de Mayo parade on downtown 
Elko.

For more information on LG-
BTQElko can be found on their 
Facebook page.

from page 1
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Proud Media Sponsor:Northern Nevada Pride July 22 Wingfield Park

lak gathered components from 
Sport, Health and Wellness to 
have information available to 
those in attendance. There was 

from page 1

Art Area, small kitchen, gender 
neutral bathrooms, a library, a 
youth area and the Great Room.

OUR Center is open Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 2 pm 

Reno Pride Softball
Reno Pride Softball the area’s 

first GLBTIQA softball team plays 
Monday nights at Reno Sports 
Complex through June 19.

With a current record of 3 win 
1 loss, Reno Pride is tied for first 
place with the Avengers.

Next game for Reno Pride is 
Monday May 15 at 7:30 pm v. 
Classically Stiff, who beat Reno 
pride 7-6 in the season opener.

The public is invited to come 
root Reno Pride on.

The Court
The Silver Dollar Court will 

announce the candidates for 
Emperor, Empress  and the 2017-
2018 Board of Directors Saturday, 
May 13 at the Patio during the 
annual Monarch’s Show. Door at 
8 Show at 9 $5 at the door.

The following day is Mon-
arch’s Bingo-- named the best 
gay community bingo of the year. 
All cards are a $1 a game for 10 
games. The final game is $1 each 
card with a 50/50 split between 
the winner and the Residence 
Program of Northern Nevada 
H.O.P.E.S.

Coronation is June 14-18. 
Events are all over town.

In the Bars
Carls-The Saloon has gone 

smoke free indoors effective April 
29. Smoking or vaping is only al-
lowed on the patio are or in the 
backyard.

The is rumor circulating 
through the community with an-
ticipation of a possible new gay 
bar in downtown Reno tentative-
ly set to open Coronation Week-
end (June 16-18). The venue will 
feature live entertainment, drag 
shows, and more. Details forth-
coming.

The Sisters in their Rabbit finest

There was Rabbit Bowling as a game for all to play

Brian Jenson on brunch duty and a participant going through his bounty

       Can you find the eggs?                            The Rabbit, Jeromy and Brunch                              OH, I think I found one!

People having fun at the OUR Center family friendly Brunnies and Brunch event April 15.

a Nutritionist, the Spectrum Hik-
ing group, Reno Pride Softball,  
A Martial Arts Studio, and The 
Reno Aces present.

Jamba Juice provided 
smoothies as refreshments, a 
volunteer brought fresh fruit 
rainbow skewers.

     Shane Wickes address the group on his coming out and gays in sports                                            while  attendees visit the various tables seeking information

Getting the Birthday BBQ food ready.

Getting the Birthday BBQ food ready.

to 8 pm; Friday 2 pm to 10 pm 
and Saturday 9 am to 6 pm. It is 
closed Sunday and Monday. 

They sliced the cake and celebrated 
the first year of OUR Center

Sports Summit

Milk Day

Spectrum

LGBTQElko

OUR Center birthdayBunnies


