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therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media, a divi-
sion of Qmunity, a State 
of Nevada Domestic Non-
profit organization.  Issues 
of the newspaper are pub-
lished on an irregular basis 
depending on the activity 
in the GLBTIQA commu-
nity and the need to dis-
seminate information. 
Therenogaypage can be 
reached at renogaypage@
gmail.com.
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Statewide Equality Coalition plans day at Nevada Legislature

We’re off to see the Sisters...
at the Green Envy Ball March 18

Patio’s Easter Basket Auction set

Volunteers make OUR Center work
Spectrum hosting
Spring Fling social

Reno Pride 
Softball returns 

“We must protect love!” 
Araujo tells Assembly 

Reno’s  Closet Ball set for Ramada Reno April 8

The Nevada Equality Coalition, a 
loosely organized group of GLBTQA 
organizations and individuals across 
Nevada, will be sponsoring Equal-
ity Day at the Nevada Legislature 
on Tuesday, April 4 in Carson City.   

The day is designed for members 
of LGBTQA community to meet face 
to face with legislators and discuss 
current proposed legislation before 
the session affecting the commu-
nity.

Registration is currently open 
for Equality Day.  The cost is $15 per 
person and scholarships are avail-
able. To register, visit the Nevada 
Equality Day Facebook page and 
click on the link.

Equality Day was started in 2009 
by Stand Up for Equality, a state-
wide coalition of organizations 
and individuals fighting for equal 

rights in Nevada. In that year, Ne-
vada passed the Domestic Partners 
Bill allowing recognition of same 
gender relationships with all the 
benefits of marriage.  Stand Up 
for Equality and several individu-
als (Lauren Scott, Pam and Angela 
Brooks) lobbied long and hard leg-
islators to approve the bill. Events 
at the Nevada Legislature will also 
held in 2011, 2013 and 2015. 

The day is set to start with a 
continental breakfast in the Legis-
lature Building at 8 am.  All mem-
bers of the legislature are invited 
to attend in this informal meet and 
greet setting.

This session, there are four 
openly gay members of the legis-
lature. In the Senate, David Parks 
(D-Las Vegas), Pat Spearman (D-

Las Vegas), Kelvin Atkinson (D-Las 
Vegas) and Assemblyman Nelson 
Araujo (D-Las Vegas). In 2013, Parks, 
Spearman and Atkinson, who came 
out on the floor of the Senate dur-
ing testimony, fought fiercely for 
SJR13, which would have changed 
the state constitution’s definition of 
marriage. This session Araujo intro-
duced AJR2, the same legislation, 
to bring the state’s constitution into 
line with the law of the land.

Attendees will be given a short 
course in lobbying referred to as 
“Lobbying 101” before being sent 
out to meet individually with vari-
ous legislators. 

Presently there are five bills of 
interest to the GLBTQ community: 
AJR2, changing the constiution s 

Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters of Per-
petual Indulgence will host the Green 
Envy Ball on Saturday, March 18 at 
the Morris Burner Hostel to celebrate 
their 9th manifestation  (appearance) 
as Sisters in Reno in 2009.

The Green Envy Ball is a unique 
event happening at a non traditional 
gay location, The Morris Burner Hos-
tel. The hostel is an eclectic piece of 
Reno where the Sisters will fit right in.

Joining the Sisters will be Pirates 
of Reno who recently participated in 
the Sisters Mardi Gras Beer Bust. 

Coordinating this year’s event is 
Sister Bella de Ball with assistance 
from the rest of the members of the 
local House of Charity and a few of 
their Saints.

The evening will be eventful, filled 
with entrainment, music, dancing, a 
raffle and the first Green Envy Beauty 
contest. The Sisters will also be selling  
“Sisterly” Indulgences for $1 each. A 
special series of 10 have been created  
for the anniversary celebration.

La Favorita Taco Truck will also be 

on site with tacos, tortas, quesillas 
and burritos for purchase. A Cash Bar 
is also available. You must be 21 to 
attend this event.

Admission is $10 at the door or a 

On April 29, OUR Center will be a 
year old. Hard to believe the time has 
passed so quickly. On February 24, 
OUR Center held its first Volunteers 
Dinner Appreciation Night.

“If it wasn’t for the volunteers we 
have,” Meredith Tanzer, Vice-presi-
dent and Director of Programming, 
said “what we do wouldn’t be pos-
sible. Thank you to the volunteers!”

The volunteers were treated to a 
buffet by the OUR Center Board. Din-
ner was served in the Great Room of 
the Center at 1745 South Wells Ave. 
in Reno.

The Center operates without a 
single paid staff member. There are 
approximately 35 people who make 
up the staff and special events volun-
teers.  And according to Ms. Tanzer 
volunteers are always needed.

“We are really looking for Pro-

gram Volunteers,” Ms. Tanzer said. 
“These are people who teach classes 
or host various monthly events we 
hold at OUR Center.”

Those interested in volunteering 
fill out and application and are inter-
viewed. If accepted there is a short 
training course and requirement to 
take the SafeZone and Diversity Train-
ing offered at Our Center.

Our Center, started in 2009 with a 
goal of opening a sustainable GLBTQ 
Community Center in western Ne-
vada. After nearly seven years of 
fund raising and looking for just the 
right location, OUR Center opened its 
doors last April.  They have already 
outgrown the space they have.

The Center is open Tuesday 
through Saturday.  Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 2pm to 8 pm; Fri-

Spring is in the air and Reno 
Pride Softball has registered to par-
ticipate in the City of Reno Monday 
Night Co-ed Novice League.  Games 
will be at Idlewild Park Field 3 this 
season. 

Troy Perkins-Edwards came up 

“We as a state must do everything we can to pro-
tect Love!” Assemblyman Nelson Araujo concluded 
his statement on the Assembly floor supporting his bill 
AJR2.  The bill would change the state’s constitution 
removing the enjoined language defining marriage as 
between one man and one women to recognition of 
all marriages regardless of gender.

The March 9 floor session did not see the passion-
ate testimonies on the floor 2013 saw, when SJR13 
(the same legislation was being considered.. Araujo 
spoke to the importance of why the bill should be 
passed, along with Elliott Anderson.  

Araujo noted testimony by ”The Karens” quoting 
them: “Nothing pleases me more than to be able to 
introduce Karen Goody as my wife. Our wedding day 
was one of the happiest days of our lives. It would be 
horrifying to think that our marriage could be consid-
ered invalid or illegal. We feel that marriage serves a 
higher purpose. No matter what you believe or who 
you are we were all created equal.”

Araujo also quoted Zack Roberts, 18 who has two 
Mothers: I am so proud to be a Nevada resident. I take 

The Annual Easter Basket Auc-
tion at the Patio will be held on 
Sunday, April 9 starting at 2 pm. 
Started in 1974 by Lou McLean and 
Joe Palanti as a fund raiser for the 
Knights of Malta, it has become one 
of the major annual fund raisers for 
the Residence Program. 

This 44 year old GLBT com-
munity tradition has raised over 
$250,000 for the program that 
serves people with HIV/AIDS. 

“It is interesting to see how an 
event that started as an Easter bon-
net parade and the selling of paper 

eggs has turned into such a big and 
wonderful event,” a longtime sup-
porter said.

“This event is always a hoot!” 
Dennis Markum said. “I have been 
coming off and on for years. You 
should see the bidding frenzy that 
happens for baskets. Definitely 

It is called the most fun event 
the gay community has each year. 
It is Closet Ball or what some cit-
ies call a turnabout. It is a night of 
transformation, taking place in an 
hour.

Anyone in the community can 
enter, There are four simple rules: 
You can’t have done serious drag 
other than Halloween; Must be 
21 years of age; paid the entry fee 
($25); and most important have 
fun.

The evening is simple as contes-
tants are introduced as the gender 
they were born. There is entertain-

ment for the hour given for their 
transformation. The contestants 
are then presented in their trans-
formed gender. Those who started 
as boys are now girls and girls are 
now boys.

There is a panel of judges who 
score contestants on their transfor-
mation from one gender to another. 
Scores are tallied and a winner is 
announced as Closet Ball King and 
Closet Ball Queen.

The title is all in fun and those 
that win do not have to do anything 
with it other than they are asked to 

Spectrum Northern Nevada, 
the social 
group host-
ing events 
outside the 
gay bars, 
will host a 
Spring Fling 
social at Fine 
Vines, Cheese and Wines from 
5:30-8:30 pm Sunday March 19.

The evening will feature mu-
sic from The Run Up (formerly 
Crush) who played at the Nevada 
Day/Halloween Party in October. 
There will be hors d’oeuvres and 
a drink ticket for each person.  
Additional beverages can be pur-
chased at the counter of Fine 
Vines, cheese and Wines

Advance RSVP is required as 
space is limited. Reservations 
can be made by emailing leslie.
long@spectrumNV.org. Tickets 
at the door are $5 for members 
and $15 for non members, which 
includes a year’s membership in 
Spectrum. Part of the proceeds 
will be donated to a local charity. 

Spectrum will host its Sum-
mer Picnic at Galena Creek Park 
on June 24

Fine Vines, Cheese and Wines 
is located in northwest Reno at 
6300  Mae Anne, Suite 3.
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Our Center celebrates their volunteers with its first Volunteer appreciation night.

Krasner

Araujo
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OUR Center

Reno Pride Softball

Baskets

from page 1

from page 1

so much pride in it and it is all I talk 
about. I just hope our state keeps 
progressing and we keep doing 
the right thing to bring these bills 
to the table. It makes me so happy 
to see our state moving forward…”  
If our state passes this bill twice 
and its voters inact it in 2020 and 
the US Supreme Court’s decision is 
overturned for whatever reason, 
Nothing would make me prouder 
than to be part of a state  that rec-
ognizes my parents marriage.”

Republican Assemblymen Paul 
Anderson (R-Clark), minority floor 
leader, presented the opposing 
view. Chris Edwards (R-Clark) and 
John Hambrick rose to speak in 
opposition. All three said they did 
not believe in discrimination and 
did not tolerate it. Anderson cited 
his deep faith and asked how many 
times the same issue would be 
debated that has been settled. Ed-
wards cited his constituents  over-

definition of marriage;  AB299 al-
lowing gender neutral marriage 
and divorse; SB201 conversion 
therapy ban; AB99 GLBTQ train-
ing for foster care; and SB110 
concerning gender idenity name 
changes.

Equality Day participants will 
be paired with various legisla-
tors in the Senate or Assembly 
to sit with during the daily floor 
session. The legislator during 
the floor session recognizes the 
individual(s) as their guests.

A luncheon will be served in 
the Legislative Building following special of $20 and 15 raffle tickets. 

Additional raffle tickets can be pur-
chased at $1 each. 

Being the House of Charity, the 
Sisters award grants in June of each 
year to various non-profit organiza-
tions in northern Nevada. There is 
an application process.

have to thank Nina and KD for 
keeping this great event going!” 

Organizations and members 
of the community put together 
baskets that are auctioned off 
via Polish Auction. This will be 
the fifth year Shep has handled 
the auctioneering since McLean 
retired in 2013 after nearly 40 
years. 

The process is  simple. Each 
basket up for bid starts a $1. Bid-
ding is on a timer. An individual 
holds up a dollar and its it col-
lected after the auctioneer rec-
ognizes the bid. The next person 
holds up a dollar and the process 
continues until the timer goes 
off. When the timer goes off the 
last person who’s dollar was col-
lected wins. For each basket the 
timer is randomly set. 

 Baskets have gone for as little 

day  2pm to 9 pm and Saturday 9am to 6 pm. A monthly calendar of 
meetings, classes and events is available on the OUR Center face-
book page.

OUR Center is supported by donations and several fund raisers 
held during the year. The Northern Nevada Pride Festival and Parade 
plus the Harvey Milk Day Celebration and Awards are the two major 
events supporting the center.  This year an Easter Roll and Parade of 
Pancakes will be held at McKinley Arts Center on April 15. 

Harvey Milk Day and the MilkMade Awards will be at the McKin-
kley Arts and Culture Center on Friday May 19. Nominations from the 
community for MilkMade Awards will begin on April 1.

OUR Center will also participate in Carson City at Equality Day at 
the Nevada Legislature, April 4.

For more information about OUR Center visit their Facebook 
page or website: OURCenterReno.org.

with the idea to have a “gay” 
softball team late last spring. He 
created a facebook page Reno 
Gay Softball now Reno Pride 
Softball to recruit players. Eig-
teen players were on the first gay 
softball team for the fall season 
of the CIty of Reno Parks and Rec 
league.

The cost for the spring league 
will be $30-$40 per person de-
pending on the number of team 
members there are. 

If Interested in playing visit 
Reno Pride Softball on face book 
and message them. Games begin 
on April 3 and run through June 
16. There are no games on Me-
morial Day (May 24).

In their first year, Reno Pride 
made the post season tourna-
ment after finishing second in 
the Monday Night Co-Ed Novice 
League. In the tournament Reno 
Pride made it to the semi-finals 
before being eliminated.

return in a year to step down.
Empress XL Hope Jewel 

Halston is hosting this years Clos-
et Ball.  Funds raised at the event 
will be split 10% to the Silver 
Dollar Court Board Fund; $1000 
to the Reno ICC Meeting in June 
and the remainder to the Nathan 
Leipold Scholarship fund.

During league play the Co-Ed  
Novice Tournament champion 
beat Reno Pride twice. The top 
three teams on Monday night all 
made it to the semi-finals.

Perkins-Edwards would even-
tually like to get a Reno Gay 
Softball league started if there is 
enough interest. 

Last year once the team took 
to the field there was alot of in-

as $20 to as much as several hun-
dred dollars. The driving factor 
in the bids is the interest in the 
basket. 

Nina and her staff place all 
the baskets up for auction and to 
be raffled on the pool tables for 
people to look at before the auc-
tion starts.  

The Patio is seeking organiza-
tions and community members 
who wish to donate a basket to 
the Residence Program fund rais-
er. If Interest contact Nina Brown 
at the Patio. 

The Patio puts together a col-
lection of specialty which are raf-
fled off. Tickets for the raffle can 
be purchased now at the Patio 
or on the day of the event. The 
raffle tickets are $1 each. 

Each year between 1,200 and 
2,000 raffle tickets are sold ac-
cording to Ms. Brown
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terest generated. 
The field where play will 

take place on Monday night is 
in Idlewild Park near the Califor-
nia building, located on the park 
loop road. Parking can be an is-
sue in the Park.

the floor session.  There will be 
an invited speaker who was yet 
to be determined at presstime.

Following the luncheon, 
Equality Day attendees will have 
time to meet and lobby with leg-
islators. 

Nevada Equality Coalition has 
no hierarchy existing for commu-
nication and strategic planning 
on issues affecting the GLBTQ 
community in Nevada. Nevada 
groups involved in the Coalition 
include: OUR Center, The Gay 
and Lesbian Center of Southern 
Nevada, Plan, ACLU, HRC, Nevada 
Women’s Lobby and Planned Par-
enthood.

Equality Day

whelmingly opposed and the opin-
ion of the 4 was stronger that the 5 
(referring to the SCOTUS decision). 
Hambrick said his faith prevented 
him from supporting the bill.

In a surprising turn, Lisa Kras-
ner (R-Washoe) stood to cite 
the United Stated Constitution’s 
14th Amendment which protects 
against equality under the law and 
due process. The SCOTUS decision 
cited the 14th amendment in the 
Obergefell v Hodges case that al-
lowed same gender couples the 
right to marry in June 2015.  Ms. 
Krasner said she looked to the Con-
stitution for guidance as with the 
courts and would vote in favor of 
AJR2. She was the lone Republican 
to vote yes on the bill.

The Senate referred AJR2 to the 
Senate Committee on Legislative 
Operations and Election on March 
10. A public hearing will be sched-
uled.
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Green Envy

Closet
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