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therenogaypage 
is published as a commu-
nity service by Peavine 
Mountain Media, a divi-
sion of Qmunity, a State 
of Nevada Domestic Non-
profit organization.  Issues 
of the newspaper are pub-
lished on an irregular basis 
depending on the activity 
in the GLBTIQA commu-
nity and the need to dis-
seminate information. 
Therenogaypage can be 
reached at renogaypage@
gmail.com.
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AIDS Candlelight Memorial still has meaning

A call is going out for 
anyone interested in play-
ing softball on a co-ed team 
this summer in a Reno Rec 
League. 

Newcomer to Reno, Troy 
Perkins-Edwards played in a 
gay league in Las Vegas and 
with the opening of OUR 
Center hoped to garner 
sponsorship from the orga-
nization to get gay softball 
off the ground locally.

“We all had a great time 
in Las Vegas. Vegas hosts the 
Sin City Shootout Softball 
tournament,” Perkins-Ed-
wards said. “I am hoping to 
get 24-26 committed people 
interested in participating 
in the Rec programs novice 
league.”

There will be practices 
and game days. It is present-

Bob Robinson and Kevin Ray, primary organizers of Reno Gay Pride 

Reno Gay Pride loses Kevin Ray cancels August event indefinitely

“I wear a Red Ribbon because . . .” sums up what the 
grassroots International AIDS Candlelight Memorial is 
about, being aware of the disease, its causes, and how 
to prevent is spread, which continues. Education and Pre-
vention continue in the fight to end new infections some 
33 years after the disease decimated the gay (male) pop-
ulation when the pandemic began in the 1980’s. Today 
people are living longer who are infected and there is a 
pill but is isn’t a cure and there are complications.                                      

Reno’s AIDS Candlelight Memorial will have a short 
program followed by a Blessing by Reno’s Biggest Little 
Sisters and a Candlelight Walk to Reno’s iconic Arch. 

 When HIV/AIDS came over the hill the local gay (male) 
population was greatly affected. The disease created the 
Nevada AIDS Foundation (which creased operation in 
2009) and the Early Intervention Clinic (part of Washoe 
County District Health Department) now Northern Ne-
vada H.O.P.E.S. (HIV Out Patient and Education Services).

The program starts at 6 pm in Reno City Plaza, along 
the banks of the Truckee River on North Virginia and East 
First Streets in the heart of downtown Reno, Sunday May 
15.

Batter UP! calling all interested in softball
Plan to create a GLBTIQ team for summer

Mayor cuts ribbon 
to open OUR Center

TMCC’s The Compass ends its third year
The Compass, the GLBTIQA student organization at Truckee Meadows Community College 

(TMCC) ended its third year by participating in a Take Back the Night event.
During the 2015-2016 academic year, the organization held its annual Pumpkin Palooza 

(held around Halloween/Nevada Day), participated in Spirit Day, held potlucks during the year 
to create community while team building and participated in the 2015 CommUNITY Pride Pa-
rade.

Billing itself as The Compass, Gay, Straight, Whatever, represents the diversity at the local 
two year and technical college.  In its second year the group was named outstanding student 
club by the TMCC student government organization.

Officers for the next year are: President: David Turner II; Vice-President: Ryan Hartman; Secre-
tary: Morgan Sherburne; Treasurer: Aaryna Irwin. Advising the group is YeVonne Allen in the Equity 
and Inclusion Office.    The Compass can be reached via email at CompasClub@TMCC.edu.

ly unknown where games 
will be played amongst the 
many softball fields within 
the City of Reno.

There is a cost to being 
on the team as to join the 
league is $535 plus each 
team member will need a 
uniform, which usually con-
sists of a shirt with the team 
name on it. According to 
Perkins-Edwards the shirts 
cost between $35 and $50 
depending on type of shirt 
and how complicated the 
logo is.

“So far I have about 10 
people that are interested 
in playing,” Perkins-Edwards 
said. “ It is a start but we 
need more. Softball is great 
exercise and alot of fun.”

Sponsorships are be-
ing sought to see if costs to 

players can be kept down to 
just the purchase of the uni-
form. 

Being kicked around for a 
team name is Reno Pride with 
its mascot a lion sporting a 
rainbow mane. 

Perkins-Edwards told 
therenogaypage that he 
was getting more inquires 
from women than men. A 
team must contain at least 5 
men and 5 women according 
to the Rec League rules. 

If anyone is interested 
you can text Troy Perkins-
Edwards at (702) 236-4373 
or email him at troyper-
kins1432@gmail.com.

Kevin Ray, as he was 
known locally, was one of 
the driving forces behind 
Reno Gay Pride held in 
Wingfield Park the past sev-
eral years as a celebration 
of the community, But his 

passing has changed that.
“Reno Gay Pride has 

been indefinitely cancelled,” 
an email from Reno Gay 
Pride to therenogaypage 
said. The newpaper had 
been looking for informa-

NNPride hosts 
prePride Bus Crawl

Northern Ne-
vada Pride 
held a fund 
raising event 
on Saturday 
April 23 with 
a pre-Pride 
bus crawl tak-
ing people to 
various bars 
where people 
could jump on 
or jump off the 
bus to enjoy 
the evening. 

The crawl included stops at The Patio, Cadil-
lac, Carls, Chapel, Singer Social and 5 Star.

Sisters working for those in need
Sister MoraLee D’Klined of Reno’s Biggest Little Sisters hosted 

Hanky Panky and a Little Spanky at Carls-The Saloon on Saturday, 
April 23 raising just over $600. The funds will be split between the 
Charity Grant Fund and Cary Yamamoto’s Lifecycle Ride Fund.

The Sisters will host a Cinco de Mayo celebration at The Patio 
on Thursday May 5 from 4 to 8 pm. The Sister will be providing a 
free Taco Feed 5 pm to 7pm (donations are greatly appreciated 
but not required) and the Patio extends Happy Hour from 4 pm 
to 8 pm.

The Reno Sisters distribute funds to local 501(c)3 organizations 
through their grant fund once a year.

Photo courtesy  YeVonne Allen
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The oldest GLBT organiza-
tion in the State of Nevada 
is looking for candidates for 
its Board of Trustees and to 
serve as Emperor or Empress 
of the Silver Dollar Court. 

Applications are available 
around town, where there 
is a poster, with a deadline 
of May 5 at 6:30, just prior 
to the monthly board meet-
ing at the Ramada Reno. A 
date has not been set for an-
nouncement of candidates.

SDC has positions
for candidates

Photo courtesy  YeVonne Allen

“It’s a place to come together,” OUR Center Vice-Pres-
ident Meredith Tanzer told those at OUR Center’s ribbon 
cutting ceremony on a thunder storming Friday April 29. 
After a 7 year quest to raise funds to open and create a 
sustainable GLBTIQA Community Center in Western Ne-
vada, OUR Center is a reality. “She hung a big ole Rain-
bow Flag above City Hall and took a lot of flack for it,” Ms. 
Tanzer said about Reno’s Mayor Hillary Schieve, who with 
Councilman David Bobzien presided over the opening of 
the newest community center in Reno. 

“...Amazing things will come out of this Center...,” 
Mayor Schieve said. “Let’s celebrate.”

The Center’s opening climaxed years of hard work 
by 13 members of the community, who served at vari-
ous times on the Build Our Center Board of Directors.  
Their tireless efforts of holding small fund raisers, hosting 
events, seeking donors and baking cupcakes, was reward-
ed with the opening of the regional GLBTIQ community 
center, providing resources, people to talk to and a place 
to gather.  Our Center has a new website at ourcenter-
reno.org and Facebook: OUR Center.

The Center will be open Tuesday-Thursday 2pm -8p: 
Friday 2pm-9p; Saturday 9a-6p; Sunday 10a-2p; closed 
Mondays, located at 1745 South Wells Ave, just south of 
the roundabout. Parking is available on the south side of 
the building. Hours are subject to change.

therenogaypage will continue its coverage of OUR 
Center in its next issue.

Board Members Todd Eikelberger, Meredith Tanzer, Jeromy Manke, 
Councilman David Bobzien and Mayor Hillary Schieve cut the rib-
bon opening Our Center April 29 at 1745 So. Wells Ave in Reno.

tion inquiring about the 
annual event which would 
have celebrated its 20th 
year this August. 

“I can’t believe they 
cancelled Reno Gay Pride,” 
a posting on therenogay-
page Facebook page said. 
“Can’t they find a way to 
keep it going?”

Kevin had been in-
volved with Reno Gay Pride 
since 2001 when he joined 
forces with Kaye Crawford, 
founder of Reno Gay Pride 
with 10 friends in 1997.
Ms. Crawford left Reno Gay 
Pride in 2009, starting the 
Reno Rainbow Fest, a group 
of parties held during Pride 
weekend. Ray assumed 
leadership of Reno Gay 
Pride following Crawford’s 
departure.

“I put this event on for 
the community,” Ray told 
therenogaypage at the 
event in 2015. “It is a way 
for local non-profits to set 

up a booth and reach out 
to the community and do 
fund raising at a minimal 
cost to the organization,” 
 Ray said. “Reno Gay Pride 
doesn’t hold any fund rais-
ing  during the year. All 
funds raised through spon-
sorships, entrance fees, 
booth space fees etc goes 
to pay for this event.”

Reno Gay Pride had also 
held the annual Gay Pride 
parade until 2008 when 
costs to put on a parade 
made it financially not pos-
sible. The parade began in 
1999 in Reno during the 
events third year.

Ray started the Lake 
Tahoe Winterfest. a GLBT 
ski week at Lake Tahoe, 
which ceased last year after 
the lack of snow.

In 1995 and 1996, Ray 
held a gay pride event at 
a park in Incline Village, 
which benefiting the Reno 
P-Flag chapter.

Photo courtesy  
Meredith Tanzer

In the last issue of therenogaypage an error was made in 
Meredith Tanzer’s email it is meredith.boc@gmail.com


